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1. INDIA & ITS NEIGHBOURHOODS 

AFGHANISTAN 

1.1 India’s Afghan Policy, a Tricky Affair 

What is the issue? 

• After the withdrawal of the U.S. forces, the Taliban took control of Afghanistan’s capital Kabul, declaring end of 
war. 

• With this, India has been confronted with one of the most important diplomatic challenges of devising viable 
policies to deal with Taliban ruled Afghanistan Government. 

What are the concerns of India with respect to Taliban? 

• Terrorism- India had joined the international community to back the democratically elected governments, 
after the US military withdrawal from Afghanistan. 

• Taliban Government’s support to the radical Islamic causes from across its borders is the major concern for 
India. 

• It has to be noted that the Taliban provides safe haven to radical Islamic groups, ranging from the Islamic 
Movement of Uzbekistan and the Al Qaeda, to the Lashkar-e-Taiba and the Jaish-e-Mohammed in Pakistan. 

• Human right violations- Taliban have ruthlessly crushed attempts by the Tajiks and Shia Hazara population 
who seek a little bit of autonomy. 

• The Taliban thrives on suppression of the majority non-Pashtun population. 

• There is now a consensus that ethnic minorities (who constitute 55% of the population) and women should 
enjoy their basic human rights and representation in national life in Afghanistan. 

• China’s presence- China’s economic corridors in Pakistan and Afghanistan will soon be utilised for increasing 
Beijing’s economic presence in mining Afghanistan’s vast natural resources. 

• The Taliban has stayed away from providing safe-haven and support to the long persecuted, fellow Uighur 
Muslims, in China’s neighbouring Xinjiang Province. 

What actions were taken by India aftermath the Taliban takeover? 

• India realised that some form of contacts were needed with the Taliban through engagement with Afghanistan’s 
western neighbours, who share similar concerns. 

• As a non-permanent member of the UNSC, India backed resolutions in the Security Council to ensure that the 
Taliban-led government was denied membership of the UN, in view of the Taliban’s support to terrorist groups 
like the Al Qaeda and the Islamic State. 

• New Delhi has worked in close collaboration with Afghanistan’s Central Asian neighbours, with whom India has 
excellent relations, while formulating its policies on Afghanistan. 

• India, Iran and Russia have a history of working together with the Central Asian Republics in dealing with the 
Taliban, even before the US invaded Afghanistan following the 9/11 attacks. 
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• India organised a meeting of National Security 
Advisers of Afghanistan’s Central Asian 
neighbours, Russia, and Iran, to discuss 
developments and to work out a strategy to get the 
Taliban to form a more inclusive government. 

What about India’s engagement with Afghanistan? 

• India assisted in building the Salma Dam, a 42 
MW hydro-electric project in Afghanistan’s Herat 
Province. 

• Hundreds of Afghan students have received their 
education in schools and colleges in India. 

• Children’s education has been facilitated in 
Afghanistan by India providing mid-day meals. 

• Zaranj-Delaram Highway was built by BRO 
along the Khash Rud River to provide an alternative 
route into landlocked Afghanistan through 
Chabahar port. 

• Stor Palace was restored in Kabul by India. 

• Construction of Parliament buildings, children’s 
hospital, 400 buses and 200 mini-buses for urban 
transportation, Air India aircrafts, Sulabh toilet 
blocks etc were undertaken by the Indian 
government. 

• e-Emergency X-Misc visa was introduced by 
India to fast-track urgent applications for entry to 
India especially for Afghans as the situation 
worsens after the Taliban takeover. 

• There have been repeated requests from Taliban for 
India to resume its economic assistance programme 
which had amounted to around $3.5 billion. 

• The situation in Afghanistan became desperate 
where 50% of the population is seriously short of 
food, and 8.7 million are one step away from 
famine. 

• So, India offered to supply 50,000 tonnes of wheat 
through the shortest route, across the Wagah-Attari 
border-trading post in Punjab. 

• India has airlifted 6 tonnes of essential medical 
supplies to Kabul. 

• In these circumstances, India has joined the 
international community in adopting a two-track 
approach to dealing with Afghanistan. 

• It has decided that the highest priority needs to be 
given to dealing with the suffering of the people of 
Afghanistan. 

1.2 India’s Engagement with Taliban 

What is the issue? 

India adopted UN Security Council's (UNSC's) resolution 2593 that aims to address the New Delhi’s key concerns 
regarding the country. 
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What is UNSC resolution 2593 all about? 

• The resolution demands that Afghan territory should not be 
used to threaten/attack any country or to shelter/train 
terrorists or plan/finance terrorist acts. 

• It was put forward by US, UK, and France and adopted after 13 
council members voted in favour. 

• The permanent members, Russia and China abstained from 
voting. 

• It specifically mentions individuals and entities designated by 
UNSC Resolution 1267, i.e., Lashker-e-Taiba (LeT) and Jaish-
e-Mohammed (JeM). 

What is the significance of the resolution? 

• Strong signal from the UNSC and the international community on its expectations in respect of Afghanistan 

• Called on the Taliban to keep its commitments on preventing terror groups in Afghanistan 

• Urged Taliban to assist the safe evacuations of Afghan nationals wishing to leave the country 

• Addressed the concerns of anti-Indian terror outfits like LeT and JeM 

Why did Russia and China abstain from voting? 

• Demand of inclusion of groups like Islamic State (ISIL) and Uighur East Turkestan Islamic Movement (ETIM) 
in the document 

• Non-inclusion of freezing Afghan financial assets in the document 

• The resolution was  alleged to be unbalanced and forcefully pushed through 

What would be India’s future course of action? 

• Concerns about the Haqqani group, which is a part of the Taliban who attacked the Indian Embassy in 2008-
2009 

• Being in touch with “various stakeholders” in Afghanistan and meeting with Taliban representatives  

•  “Wait and watch” the Taliban’s actions with regard to human rights, treatment of women and minorities, 
attitude towards terror groups, etc. 

1.3 Delhi Regional Security Dialogue: NSAs’ Agenda on Afghanistan 

Why in news? 

India is hosting the Delhi Regional Security Dialogue that will explore firming up a common approach for dealing with 
the changed realities in Afghanistan. 

What is the meeting about? 

• The idea of such dialogue was first mooted in 2018, when 
the US decided to withdraw troops from Afghanistan. 

• The first and second meetings were hosted by Iran in 2018 
and 2019 to shore up multilateral cooperation on security 
among the key players in the global 'East'. 

• The current meeting will be chaired by India’s National 
security Adviser (NSA) Ajit Doval. 

• Invitations were sent to Afghanistan’s neighbours such as 
Pakistan, Iran, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan, and other key 
players including Russia, and China. 

• But Pakistan has announced that it would not attend the 
meeting while China has cited scheduling issues to convey 
that it will not participate. 
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Why is this meeting significant? 

• The meeting that is being hosted by the National Security Council Secretariat would be the first time that all 
Central Asian countries, would be participating in this format. 

• With security concerns pertaining to Afghanistan weighing heavily on New Delhi’s mind, it is important to 
discuss on the Afghanistan’s current situation and the future outlook. 

• Since stability in Afghanistan is essential for a balanced regional approach, the discussions on Afghanistan is a 
necessity. 

• India is hosting this regional summit as it regards itself as a neighbour 
of Afghanistan, given its legal and Parliament-mandated claim on 
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir. 

• It is different from other processes on Afghanistan such as the Heart 
of Asia process or the Moscow format as it is among the heads of 
the security establishments in these countries. 

What is the agenda of this meeting? 

• The Eurasian allies will explore in finding a common approach for 
cooperation against increasing threats of terrorism, radicalization and 
drug trafficking following the Taliban's takeover of Kabul. 

• The meeting is in the direction of calling for a unified international 
response to address the security and humanitarian challenges facing 
Afghanistan. 

• It is expected to deliberate on cross-border movement of people from Afghanistan as well as the threat emerging 
from the military equipment and weapons left behind by the US forces in that country. 

• Issues relating to humanitarian aid will definitely be a part of the discussions. 

What are the challenges on the table? 

• Challenges for New Delhi 

o Terrorism within Afghanistan and its spilling beyond its borders 

o Radicalisation and extremism in the population in Afghanistan, and in each of these countries 

o Cross-border movement of people, including ordinary Afghans and Taliban fighters 

o Drug production and trafficking 

o Vast amount of weapons and equipment left behind by the US and its allies in Afghanistan 

• Absence of Pakistan - New Delhi notes that a credibility gap exists between Pakistan’s intentions and actions 
and without its presence in the table would not address this issue. 

• Absence of China - Although China had attended both previous meetings, its absence now sends out a signal 
that it doesn’t want to associate with any process led by India. 

• Taliban not invited - India chose not to invite the Taliban, since none of the participating countries have so 
far officially recognised the Taliban regime yet. 

• Security interests - The challenge for India is to protect its national interests and security interests and to 
frame an approach to deal with an uncertain present and future in Afghanistan. 

What are the expected outcomes of this meeting? 

• India feels that the high-level participation at the meeting reflects the widespread concern of regional countries 
about the situation in Afghanistan and their desire to coordinate with each other. 

• India wants Afghanistan not to allow itself as a safe haven for terror, an inclusive administration and to protect 
the rights of minorities, women and children. 

• New Delhi is hoping to emerge as the location for future dialogue processes with the expansion of the grouping 
by including other influential players such as the US. 

• It is anticipated that this might enhance the pressure on the Afghan government to adhere to basic global norms 
of respect for human beings whether they be minorities or women. 
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1.4 Aiding Afghans 

What is the issue? 

The Prime Minister has called for the international community to provide Afghanistan with immediate and unhindered 
access to humanitarian assistance. 

What is the current crisis in Afghanistan? 

• In Afghanistan, banks are running out of money, civil servants have not been paid and food prices have soared, 
leaving millions at risk of severe hunger. 

• The country is struggling with drought and severe poverty following the decades of war. 

• The U.S. has frozen the reserves of Afghanistan making the situation vulnerable. 

• The Taliban government’s refusal to allow women to work and stopping girls from schooling have complicated 
the issue. 

What does UNHCR report say? 

• UNHCR has published a report that states that half the population in Afghanistan (more than 20 million people) 
are in need of lifesaving humanitarian assistance. 

• An estimated 270,000 Afghans have been newly displaced inside the country since January 2021. 

• The number of civilian casualties has risen 29 per cent during the first quarter of this year compared to 2020. 

• The UN has received only 35% of the funds needed for its relief operations. 

How can the situation be eased? 

• EU has already committed $1.15 billion for Afghanistan and neighbouring countries where refugees have fled. 

• The U.S. and China pledged $1.1 billion at a donor conference in Geneva last month. 

• G20 leaders have also pledged to help for Afghan humanitarian crisis at special summit. 

• Maintaining links with terror groups including those that target India leaves little space for government to 
increase its engagement or to send aid directly to the new regime. 

• Coordinating with the Taliban did not mean recognising their administration and hence India could contribute 
to international agencies that are working with displaced Afghans. 

• The government could also consider liberalising its visa regime for Afghans. 

• As a goodwill gesture, India could send food aid, including wheat, grain, fortified biscuits and other packaged 
food directly to Kabul. 

• Regional leader like India have to play a key role in unfolding the humanitarian crisis because not only Afghans 
but also the rest of the world will pay a heavy price. 

1.5 The Arab Gulf influence over Kabul 

What is the issue? 

The Arab Gulf is assured to become an important player once again in an Afghanistan under the shadow of the Taliban. 

What is the role of OIC in Afghan issue? 

• The OIC is an alliance of currently 56 countries with Islam as the state religion and those in which Muslims form 
the majority of the population. Occasionally, members would also be admitted in which Muslims are only a 
minority but play a significant role for the country. 

• Saudi Arabia, the UAE, and Pakistan were the only three countries that had officially recognised the previous 
Taliban government in 1996, until its fall in 2001. 

• In 2021, Pakistan hosted a special session of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) to address the crisis 
in Afghanistan. 

• It was attended by both the Taliban and Saudi Arabia. 

• India played host to foreign ministers of Central Asian states where Afghanistan topped the agenda as well. 
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• All the attending countries including Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Kyrgyzstan which 
are also OIC members chose to prioritise deliberations with New Delhi. 

• Within the OIC, there have been other fractions specifically among the Gulf States, which are now spilling over 
on the issue of Afghanistan and determining influence over the country’s new regime. 

How are the Gulf countries competing for influence over Afghanistan? 

• Qatar’s growing influence- In 2010s, Qatar became the mediating force on Afghanistan. 

• Doha hosted the official Taliban political office from 2013 to allow negotiations with the U.S. 

• Qatar’s new role on Afghanistan gave it significant diplomatic and political visibility the world over. 

• India’s first point of official public diplomatic contact with the Taliban took place in Doha in August 2021. 

• Uneasiness among the traditional power centres- In West Asia, Qatar’s growing influence was causing 
unease in the traditional power centres in the UAE and Saudi Arabia on issues such as the Qatari leadership’s 
support for political Islam and organisations such as the Muslim Brotherhood. 

What fundamental changes were caused in the Gulf Council? 

• Friction with Qatar- In 2017 the UAE and Saudi Arabia initiated an economic blockade against Doha in the 
hope of disallowing it from pursuing its geopolitical designs which later ended in 2021. 

• This led Qatar move closer towards Turkey and Iran. 

• Today, both Qatar and Turkey are bidding to operate a landlocked Afghanistan’s airports under the Taliban 
regime. 

• Qatar’s power rise- Qatar’s approach in geopolitics was also 
making it more powerful and influential with the U.S. 

• To weaken this, the Saudis played a central role during the 
recent OIC special session and repaired their broken 
relationship with Pakistan. 

• But in 2019, at the height of Islamabad–Riyadh tensions, the 
Qatar offered Pakistan a 3 billion dollar bailout because of the 
Pakistan’s unreliable ‘kingmaker’ status in Afghanistan and 
influence over the Taliban. 

• UAE’s decision- The UAE has recently decided to allow 
former Afghan government officials find sanctuary in the 
country, but reportedly curbed their participation in political 
activities, including on social media. 

Does India recognise the growing influence of the Arab Gulf? 

• In 2015, Narendra Modi became the first Indian Prime Minister to visit the UAE in 34 years. 

• Abu Dhabi is expected to be his first foreign visit in January 2022. 

• Over the past decade, India has recognised the importance of middle powers in the Arab Gulf to a fast-evolving 
global order, from fighting against terrorism to newer diplomacy challenges such as Afghanistan. 

PAKISTAN 

1.6 Keeping faith: On People-to-People Initiatives and India-Pakistan Ties 

Why in news? 

A proposal has been made by the Pakistan Hindu Council, forwarded by Pakistan to India, to allow pilgrims of both 
countries to travel by air to avoid cumbersome journeys. 

What is the current status of Islamabad-Delhi ties? 

• Islamabad-Delhi ties now are possibly at their worst ever in peace times, with no political dialogue at a bilateral 
or multilateral level for over 5 years. 

• India has stopped normal communications and cultural exchanges after many terror attacks 
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• Pakistan has stopped all trade ties after the Government’s moves on Article 370 in Jammu and Kashmir. 

• Both sides have downsized their diplomatic missions. 

• The COVID-19 pandemic has ensured that the borders have been 
virtually sealed for 2 years, with few direct routes operating between 
them. 

• An Indian request to send 500,000 MT of wheat as humanitarian aid 
to Afghanistan via Wagah border has been awaiting Pakistani 
clearances for several months. 

• The few India-Pakistan confidence-building measures (CBMs) that 
continue to exist are 

o The opening of the Kartarpur corridor for Sikh pilgrims in 2019 

o Exchanging lists of prisoners held by both sides of each other’s citizens 

How are religious exchanges governed? 

• Religious exchanges, of mainly Muslim pilgrims from Pakistan, and Hindus and Sikhs from India, are governed 
by a protocol signed in 1974. 

• As per the agreement, hundreds of Indian and Pakistani pilgrims crossover at the Wagah/Atari border to 
travel to the shrines facing more circuitous routes. 

• It also causes extra time in travel. 

• So, the Pakistan Hindu Council has now signed an MoU with Pakistan International Airlines (PIA) to facilitate 
faith-based tour groups. 

• The Council has asked that PIA charters from Karachi and Lahore be allowed to fly direct to Indian cities with a 
view to allow reciprocal air charters from India. 

What is the significance of this proposal? 

• If clearances are received, this would be the first PIA flight to travel to India since operations were suspended 
in 2019, and the first ever such flight carrying pilgrims from either side since 1947. 

• The erstwhile Indian Airlines last flew to Pakistan in March 2008. 

• This would boost the pilgrimage tourism to travel to the Hinglaj Mata Mandir in Balochistan, the Paramhans 
Mandir in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, the Ajmer Sharif dargah in Rajasthan, the Nizamuddin Aulia in Delhi and 
other such shrines. 

• A start with faith tourism can go on towards more tourism, and then trade and regular travel. 

• The people-to-people initiatives can help build a little bit of goodwill. 

1.7 Anger in Diplomacy: On Indian reaction to MNC Kashmir tweets 

Why in news? 

The advent of social media has changed how diplomacy is conducted between countries. 

What is the issue? 

• The social media posts, that appeared to be part of a coordinated exercise sponsored by the Pakistani 
establishment were put by companies, including Hyundai, Toyota, KFC, Pizza Hut, and pharma major Schwabe. 

• It was put out on February 5, marked in Pakistan as Kashmir Solidarity Day. 

• The posts contained what New Delhi termed as highly offensive messages calling for Kashmiri liberation. 

What is the government’s move? 

• The government highlighted that this matter concerned India’s territorial integrity on which there could be no 
compromise 

• The Minstry of External Affairs and the Commerce Ministry ensured that several multinational companies 
withdrew the social media posts. 
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• The government even summoned the Korean Ambassador while ensuring that Indian embassies took up the 
issue with other governments. 

• External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar also raised the matter with his Korean counterpart, who apologised to 
the Ind.an people. 

• Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal added in Parliament that the original apology by Hyundai India was not 
adequately forceful as social media consumers in India threatened to boycott products made by the companies 
concerned. 

What does this incident signify? 

• The government must consider the big picture of how its actions, that appear to be at some variance with those 
of a secure and powerful global player, are viewed in the rest of the world. 

• India’s claims over Jammu and Kashmir are strong and widely acknowledged, that leaves no scopes for a few 
social media posts that appeared only in Pakistan change this. 

• Holding foreign governments in democratic countries to account for the actions of their private companies could 
have unforeseen consequences. 

• The apologies and statements thus extracted may prove to cause a devastating toll on the victor. 

• It is also worth considering whether the Foreign Ministry’s resources are better spent in furthering India’s 
interests than spending on short-lived controversies such as the MEA’s objection to pop star Rihanna’s posts on 
the farmer protests last year. 

• A quiet word with the MNCs might have worked better than a public display of diplomatic opposition. 

CHINA 

1.8 Squaring off again in the Himalayan Heights: India China Deadlock 

What is the issue? 

The Indian and Chinese soldiers will remain to be deployed against each other in the icy cold deserts of Ladakh. 

What is the past history of border point issue? 

• Until 1960, China used to have a company stationed at Kongka La and Hot Springs which they increased to a 
regiment in the Hot Springs area by 1962. 

• In 1962, China attacked India’s position in Hot Springs and Galwan Valley. 

• In June 2020, 20 Indian and at least four Chinese soldiers died in Galwan valley clashes. 

• This is the first time after the 1962 War that soldiers have died in clashes on the India-China border in Ladakh. 

• Hot Springs is the last of the friction points that the Army came up last year when China moved its troops across 
the LAC. 

• Disengagement has been completed in other places like PP14 in Galwan Valley, PP17A in Gogra Post, and the 
north and south banks of Pangong Tso. 

• Kongka La pass marks the border between two of China’s most sensitive provinces — Xinjiang to the north and 
Tibet to the south. 

What is the current status of the standoff? 

• Several friction points have been resolved, with both sides disengaging from Patrolling Point (PP) 14 in Galwan 
Valley, north and south banks of Pangong Tso and PP17A near Gogra Post. 

• The recent talks remain inconclusive in achieving a breakthrough for the remaining areas. 

• China has been blocking Indian troops from accessing its five traditional patrolling points in Depsang Plains. 

• In Demchok, some so-called civilians have pitched tents on the Indian side of the LAC, and have refused to 
vacate. 

• Each side has over 50,000 troops in the region, along with additional air defence assets, artillery, tanks and 
other weapons. 
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What is the reason behind China’s aggressive focus on India? 

• The PLA incursion into Barahoti, a demilitarised zone in Uttarakhand in August 2021 was a significant pointer 
to the renewed Chinese aggression against India. 

• The incursion of Chinese patrols in Arunachal Pradesh have also increased in frequency and duration. 

• The major reason for China’s aggressiveness is to further the institutional interest as the army of the revolution 
which is currently losing its pre-
eminence in Taiwan and South 
China Sea. 

• PLA’s view that the Indian 
military has been exerting a 
greater presence on Chinese 
territory in the border areas in 
the last 10-12 years is also a 
reason. 

• The Doklam stand-off of 2017, 
when Indian soldiers walked 
onto Bhutanese territory 
claimed by China, was a turning 
point in the PLA’s approach. 

• Bejing’s unilateral action of 
changing the status quo 
resulted in the Ladakh crisis. 

Why did the talks end in stalemate? 

• Talks between senior military commanders of India and China to find a solution to the 17-month long Ladakh 
standoff have also run into rough weather. 

• The 13th round of talks held on the Chinese side of Line of Actual Control (LAC) were aimed at discussing 
disengagement of troops at Hot Springs area of eastern Ladakh. However, the two sides blamed each other for 
the deadlock. 

• India pointed out that the situation has been caused by unilateral attempts of Chinese side to alter the status 
quo in violation of bilateral agreements. 

• New Delhi says that the Chinese delegation made no constructive proposals while Beijing says that the Indian 
side made unreasonable demands. 

What does the deadlock mean? 

• It means that Indian soldiers will spend a second winter in the icy heights of Ladakh Mountains where 
temperatures plummet to minus 30 degree Celsius. 

• It is set to deepen the chill in India-China ties, given Beijing’s refusal to move its troops back from their current 
positions. 

• Concerns are mounting over the military build-up and new infrastructure development along the disputed 
border by China. 

• It creates a major hurdle in eventual de-escalation from the region where both sides have around 50,000 troops 
each, along with tanks, artillery guns, air defence assets. 

What was New Delhi’s response to Chinese aggressions? 

• The Indian military has inducted more modern military platforms backed by infrastructure construction in the 
China border. 

• The Indian military always maintained a defensive deterrence against the PLA. 

• India’s advantage in dissuading a major military conflict with China is that as a lesser power, it has to only deny 
an outright military victory to the PLA. 

• Also, India’s primacy of Air Force is an added advantage. 
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What are the challenges for India? 

• Military modernisation - The sharp decline in the Indian economy after demonetisation and the coronavirus 
pandemic made it difficult to generate enough resources for military modernisation. 

• The parliamentary standing committee on defence has repeatedly warned about the increasing technological 
asymmetry with PLA. 

• Divisive majoritarian politics - India’s foreign policy in the neighbourhood is adversely affecting the Indian 
interests. 

• The UAE brokered backchannel deal with Pakistan fell through because of New Delhi’s policies in Kashmir. 

• The treatment of religious minorities and the issues over the influx of Myanmar refugees in Mizoram has made 
India-Bangladesh relation weaker. 

• Power competition in the Indo-Pacific – Groupings like Quad (India, the United States, Australia, Japan) 
does not have a ‘hard power’ agenda yet unlike the trilateral security pact, AUKUS. 

• Executive’s shadow - The lack of institutional checks and balances on the political executive imposes a bigger 
cost in decision-making on national security issues. 

• The removal of an official report about Chinese presence across the LAC from the Defence Ministry’s website 
and non-acknowledgement of Indian soldiers in Chinese captivity after the Galwan clash have been done to 
evade political accountability. 

• Neither the Parliament has been allowed to ask questions nor the parliamentary standing committee deliberated 
upon the issue. 

What is the future ahead? 

• The Indian government’s aim is to restore the status quo on the LAC in Ladakh that existed before May 2020 
has not happened so far. 

• A new status quo has been created which curtails Indian patrolling rights while the PLA remains to be settled 
in the Indian territorie of Depsang, Hot Springs and Demchok. 

• India now has no choice but to be prepared for all eventualities on the Sino-India border. 

1.9 Use International Law, Call out China’s Violations 

What is the issue? 

During the meeting of the Foreign Ministers of the Quad, India said that the situation at the India-China Line of Actual 
Control (LAC) has arisen due to the disregard by China of written agreements. 

How is the India-China LAC engagement guided? 

• The India-China LAC engagement is guided by a series of bilateral agreements that the two sides have signed 
over the years. 

• 1993 agreement- It provides that neither side shall use or threaten to use force against the other by any means. 

• It further states that the India-China boundary question shall be resolved through peaceful and friendly 
consultations. 

• 1996 agreement- Article I of the 1996 agreement is on confidence-building measures between the two sides. 

• Article III of the 1996 agreement specifically requires the two sides to reduce armaments such as combat tanks 
and vehicles, missiles, and mortars and big mortar guns. 

• 2005 and 2013 agreements- The prohibition on the use of force is also enshrined in Article I and Article VIII 
of the 2005 and 2013 agreements, respectively. 

• United Nations Charter- States being forbidden from using force in international relations is a cardinal rule 
of international law codified in Article 2(4) of the UN Charter. 

• The UN Charter recognises two exceptions to this rule — self-defence and UN Security Council authorisation. 

What breach of law has been made by China? 

• Galwan clash- The military scuffle between India and China in Galwan in 2020 that led to the deaths of 20 
Indian soldiers was a clear case of China using military force against India. 
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• Multiple transgressions at LAC- Since then, a muscular and assertive China and its aggression towards 
India continued through multiple transgressions at the LAC. 

• New border law- China has backed these transgressions by other developments such as implementing a new 
border law that renames several places in Arunachal Pradesh and aims to set up boundary markers on all its 
land borders. 

• The LAC transgressions and the new border law violate Article IX of the 2005 agreement that mandates both 
sides to strictly respect and observe the LAC. 

• Military buildup- There are reports of a huge military build-up by China with heavy weaponry including 
missiles in the Eastern Ladakh Sector which breaches both the 1993 and the 1996 agreements. 

• China has not complied with the legal requirements, instigating India to build up its military deployment. 

What about the case of China’s weaponisation of global law? 

• China’s socialist rule of law with Chinese characteristics views law as an instrument in the service of the state or 
the Chinese Communist Party. 

• This is opposed to the rule of law theory in liberal democracies where law’s function is to constrain unbridled 
state power. 

• UNCLOS case- China denounced a 2016 ruling in favour of Philippines by an arbitration tribunal under the 
aegis of the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), in a maritime dispute between the two sides in 
the South China Sea. 

• WTO case- China has exploited the WTO system to pursue its policy of mercantilism by hiding behind a non-
transparent and complex economic system. 

• It is accused of providing illegal subsidies, manipulating currency to make exports competitive, stealing 
intellectual property, and forcing companies to transfer technology. 

• Nuclear Non-proliferation treaty- China was accused of having a long history of entering into legally 
binding nuclear non-proliferation obligations but it secretly violates these obligations by providing nuclear 
technology to its allies, often through proxies. 

• Legal warfare- In the case of India, China uses the sovereignty argument to cover up its illegalities. 

• The Chinese unethical legal warfare or lawfare is aimed at crippling the opponents without actually fighting a 
war. 

What must be India’s lawfare? 

• New Delhi should develop its strategy of ethical lawfare by mainstreaming international law dictionary into its 
diplomatic toolkit to respond to Beijing’s challenge. 

• India should make a strong legal case by assembling all the international treaties, including the UN Charter and 
customary international law, at every forum to call out China’s illegal actions. 

• A proclamation should be made at all international platforms that India reserves the right to act in self-defence 
under Article 51 of the UN Charter to counter any Chinese misadventure. 

• Enacting a national security law aimed at imposing restrictions or sanctions of various kinds on those countries 
with whom India shares a land border can be an option. 

• The purpose of India’s lawfare should be to ably demonstrate to the world that China’s international law 
violations pose a threat to the entire international community, not just India. 

1.10 China’s New Land Border Law and Indian Concerns 

What is the issue? 

China passes a new border law for the “protection and exploitation of the country’s land border areas” amid a continuing 
stalemate in negotiations with India. 

What is the new law about? 

• The law which will take effect on January 1, 2022 designates the responsibilities of various agencies in China, 
from the military to local authorities, in guarding the frontiers. 

• It states that the sovereignty and territorial integrity of the People’s Republic of China are sacred and inviolable. 
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• The law asks the state to take measures to safeguard territorial integrity and land boundaries. 

• The law says that the Chinese military shall carry out border duties to prevent, stop and combat invasion, 
encroachment, provocation and other acts. 

• It suggests a push to settle civilians in the border areas. 

• It also asks the state to follow the principles of equality, 
mutual trust, and friendly consultation and handle land 
border related-affairs with neighbouring countries through 
negotiations. 

What is the status of China’s land border dispute? 

• China shares its 22,457-km land boundary with 14 
countries including India, the third longest after the 
borders with Mongolia and Russia. 

• Unlike the Indian border China’s borders with these two countries are not disputed. 

• The only other country with which China has disputed land borders is Bhutan (477 km). 

What does China’s action signal India? 

• The announcement of new law at this time sends a clear signal to New Delhi that Beijing is in no mood to quickly 
end the 18-month-long crisis along the LAC. 

• India has reacted sharply, telling China that it must not use legislation as a pretext to formalise the PLA’s actions 
to unilaterally alter the LAC. 

• The Chinese Foreign Ministry said the law would not affect the implementation of existing agreements. 

• It makes the negotiations more difficult and the Chinese are clearly indicating that they will resolve the boundary 
through use of force. 

• China has been building border defence villages across the LAC in all sectors to use the civil population to 
reinforce their claims. 

• The law is the latest signal that the continuing deployments by both sides in forward areas and a build-up of 
infrastructure is likely to continue over the longer term. 

1.11 Strategic Significance of Bridge China is building on Pangong Tso 

What is the issue? 

The standoff in eastern Ladakh had led to one of the latest constructions of bridge being built by China on the Pangong 
Tso. 

Where is the bridge being built? 

• China is building a 400 m long and 8 m wide bridge, close to the friction points on the north bank of 
the Pangong Tso, and the Chushul sub-sector on the south bank. 

• The bridge is around 20 km east of Finger 8 on the north bank. 

• In India’s perception, the Line of Actual Control lies at Finger 8. 

•  The site of the bridge is within India’s claim line, although the area has been under Chinese control since 1958. 

• Pangong Tso is a 135-km-long landlocked lake with more than two-thirds under Chinese control. 

Why is this area important? 

• Frequent clashes- The Fingers on the north bank have seen frequent clashes. 

• Finger 4 was one of the first friction areas in the current standoff. 

• Sensitive friction points- The banks of the lake were among the most sensitive friction points in 2020. 

• Troops and tanks faced each other just a few hundred metres apart in some places, until the disengagement in 
2021. 
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How does the bridge help China? 

• Quicker troop mobilisation- The main objective of the bridge is quick mobilisation of PLA troops between 
the two banks. 

• Reach the Kailash Range- The Kailash range is around 35 km west of the bridge site. 

• The bridge will enable Chinese troops to simply cross over, slashing travel time to the Kailash range from about 
12 hours to about 4 hours. 

• Strengthen the permanency- The development of this bridge appears to strengthen the idea of permanency 
being established by Beijing in the region, committing to its territorial claims with India. 

What is India’s response? 

• The Indian government has said that the bridge is being constructed in areas that have been under the illegal 
occupation by China for around 60 years now. 

• Increase in budget- The budget for development of border infrastructure has been significantly increased 
and more roads and bridges have been completed than ever before by India. 

• Border infrastructure- Army Chief General M M Naravane said that India too is upgrading and developing 
infrastructure along the northern border in a holistic manner. 

• In 2021, over 100 projects were completed by the Border Roads Organisation in the border areas, most of which 
were closer to the border with China. 

• Increased surveillance- India is also improving surveillance along the border, along with building new 
airstrips and landing areas. 

• Additional troops- Additional troops have been inducted, and infrastructure and billeting facilities created 
for 25,000 additional troops who had gone into these areas. 

SRILANKA 

1.12 India-Sri Lanka Fisheries Issue 

Why in news? 

After a gap of 15 months, the India-Sri Lanka Joint Working Group (JWG) on fisheries held its much-awaited 
deliberations in virtual format. 

What is the history of the issue? 

• One of the major reasons complicating the issue is of Kachchatheevu 
Island. 

• India ceded the uninhabited island to Sri Lanka in 1974 under a 
conditional accord. 

• In 1976, through an exchange of letter, both India and Sri Lanka agreed 
to stop fishing in each other’s waters. 

• Colombo has been complaining that Indian trawlers violate the IMBL 
(International Maritime Boundary Line) and fish in Lankan waters affecting the livelihood of Sri Lankan 
fishermen. 

• When Colombo banned fishing after civil war broke out in the Jaffna peninsula in the 1980s, Indian fishermen 
found greater access to catch in the Lankan waters. 

• With Lanka lifting the ban after 2009 and its boats and crews demanding 
their share of the sea, the catch has reduced, forcing the fishermen to use 
bottom trawlers. 

• In 2009, the Sri Lankan government declared Kachchatheevu Island as 
sacred land owing to a Catholic shrine’s presence on the piece of land. 

• The Central government of India, according to the 1974 accord, recognises 
Sri Lanka’s sovereignty over Kachchatheevu. 
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How is fishing regulated?  

• As per the Tamil Nadu Marine Fisheries Regulation Act, 1983, fishing is permitted on country craft boats within 
5 nm and on mechanised vessels between 5 and 12 nm. 

 

• Mechanised vessels with trawlers are only to be used between 5 am and 9 pm. 

Why is trawling a bone of contention between the two countries? 

• Bottom trawling is a method of fishing that involves dragging heavy weighted nets across the sea floor, in an 
effort to catch fish. 

• The use of mechanised bottom trawlers by Tamil Nadu fishermen is an issue not just between the two states but 
is seen as an adverse activity affecting the marine ecology. 

• Bottom trawling has been banned in Sri Lanka on the ground that trawling damages the marine ecosystem. 

• The actions of the Tamil Nadu fishermen adversely affect their counterparts in the Northern Province who are 
also struggling to come to terms with life after the civil war. 

• At the same time, the fishermen of Tamil Nadu experience the lack of fishing areas (full of rocks and coral reefs 
besides being shallow) consequent to the demarcation of the IMBL in June 1974. 

• Under the Tamil Nadu Marine Fishing Regulation Act 1983, mechanised fishing boats can fish only beyond 3 
NM from the coast pushing the fishermen to cross the IMBL frequently. 

What measures have been taken to resolve the dispute? 

• Joint Working Group- New Delhi and Colombo 
had instituted a Joint Working Group (JWG) to 
address issues related to fishing in 2016, following a 
2+2 initiative. 

• The Palk Bay scheme- It was launched in 2017 
under the umbrella of Blue Revolution to replace 
2,000 bottom trawlers with deep-sea fishing boats. 

• The scheme is financed by the Union government 
(50%), the state Government (20%) with beneficiary 
participation (30%). 

• It will be applicable to vessels costing upto Rs. 8 
lakhs. 

• Marine Fisheries Bill- It aims to protect Indian 
fishermen if there is any illegal activity by a foreign 
fishing vessel. 

• The bill proposes to only grant licenses to vessels 
registered under the Merchant Shipping Act, 1958, to 
fish in the EEZ. 
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• PMMSY- The Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana (PMMSY) is designed to address critical gaps in fish 
production and productivity, quality, technology, post-harvest infrastructure, modernisation, strengthening of 
value chain, establishing a robust fisheries management framework and fishers’ welfare.. 

• The PMMSY is an umbrella scheme with two separate Components namely - Central Sector Scheme and 
Centrally Sponsored Scheme. 

• It will be implemented in all the States and Union Territories for a period of 5 years from FY 2020-21 to FY 
2024-25. 

What are the challenges hindering the progress? 

• Failure of the Palk Bay Scheme- The component of cost to be borne by the fishermen accounting for 30% 
of the unit cost of Rs. 80 lakh is unbearable by the fishermen. 

• Overfishing- The overcapacity on the Indian side and the building scarcity in the Palk Strait due to overfishing 
has not yet reduced. 

• Many rounds of discussions at the levels of the fishermen and the governments of the two countries have not 
led to any tangible improvement in the situation. 

• Reduction in fish stock- Over the years, fishermen on both country craft boats and mechanised vessels have 
moved far beyond the 12 nm mark, as the availability of fish reduced in the terrestrial sea. 

• Cases of deaths- Fishermen from Tamil Nadu getting arrested and released later has become a routine affair 
but there have been cases of deaths. 

• In January 2021, four fishermen from Ramanathapuram district lost their lives after their vessel collided with 
a Sri Lankan naval craft. 

How can the issue be resolved? 

• Fisher-level talks- The people of the two countries in general have common threads of language, culture and 
religion, all of which can be used purposefully to resolve any dispute. 

• Role of government- The Tamil Nadu fishermen have to commit themselves to a swift transition to deep sea 
fishing or other alternative methods for which the government have to come forward as a guarantor. 

• Whenever there is a genuine complaint about Tamil Nadu fishermen having damaged the properties of the 
counterparts, the Indian government can compensate this through proper channels. 

• India’s MoU with Sri Lanka for the development of fisheries harbours can be modified to include a scheme for 
deep sea fishing to the fishermen of the North. 

• R&D- The JWG has agreed to have joint research on fisheries, which should be commissioned at the earliest. 

• Deep sea fishing- India have to modify its scheme on deep sea fishing to accommodate the concerns of its 
fishermen so that they take to deep sea fishing without any reservation. 

• The revised scheme has to absorb satisfactorily not only the unit cost of long liners but also the running cost. 

• There is a need for the Central and State government to implement the Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada 
Yojana proactively to covers alternative livelihood measures including seaweed cultivation, open sea cage 
cultivation, and sea ranching. 

• The government must work out an economic package to buy out excess capacity so that the confrontation in the 
seas ends and fishing can be a sustainable vocation in the Tamil Nadu coast. 

• They should also motivate the fishermen to adopt sea cage farming and sea/ocean ranching, which were all 
covered under the PMMSY. 

• Institutional mechanisms- The two countries should explore the possibility of establishing a permanent 
multi-stakeholder institutional mechanism to regulate fishing activity in the region. 

• Such an approach is essential as the fishermen find it hard to restrict themselves to India’s territorial waters, 
given the limited marine wealth and area on the Indian side. 

• Regarding the Palk Bay scheme, apart from increasing the unit cost at least to Rs. 1.2 crore, the governments 
must increase their share of subsidy. 
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1.13 The Protest in Sri Lanka 

What is the issue? 

There have been violent scenes in Sri Lanka, with mobs targeting the homes of prominent political figures including the 
ruling Rajapaksa family. 

Why have people taken to the streets? 

• Protests over rising prices and shortages flared up in early April in the capital and have grown in size and spread 
across the country. 

• People are furious because the cost of living has become unaffordable. 

• People are now paying up to 30% more for food than a year ago which has forced many people to skip meals. 

• There are also fuel shortages and power cuts. 

• The lack of medicines has brought the health system to the verge of collapse. 

• The daily demonstrations and attacks have forced at least some, including Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa, 
to resign. 

• Sri Lankan citizens have also been protesting and asking the current President to step down. 

Why is there an economic crisis in Sri Lanka? 

• Neglection of foreign market- At the end of its civil war in 2009, Sri Lanka chose to focus more on its 
domestic markets instead of selling to foreign ones. 

• So income from exports remained low, while the bill for imports kept growing. 

• Debt crisis- The government racked up huge debts with countries including China, to fund what critics have 
called unnecessary infrastructure projects. 

• Sri Lanka's government has racked up $51bn in foreign debt and the government failed to make repayments 
totalling $78m. 

• Reduced forex reserves- Sri Lanka's problems come down to the fact that its foreign currency reserves have 
virtually run dry. 

• Foreign reserves that reduced from 7.5 billion dollars in 2019 to 1.6 billion dollars in November 2021. 

• Affects tourism- The government blames the Covid pandemic, which killed off Sri Lanka's tourist trade - one 
of its biggest foreign currency earners. 

• Tax cuts- President Rajapaksa decided to offer big tax cuts because of which the government now has less 
money to buy foreign currency. 

• Banning chemical fertilisers- Banning all imports of chemical fertiliser to grow only organic food has 
aggravated the shortage and promoting the use organic fertilisers led to the widespread crop failures. 

• An IMF report said the fertiliser ban (reversed in November 2021) had also hurt tea and rubber production, 
leading to substantial export losses. 

Other major reasons 

• Pandemic hit tea and garment industries 

• Devaluation of currency by 10.1% against the dollar this year 

• Increase in liquidity due to Rs 800 billion printed by the Central Bank of Sri Lanka 

• Fixation of prices of all essential items made traders reluctant to buy at high prices internationally 

• Restrictive import licensing regime 

Why Sri Lankan government declared a Food Emergency? 

• Sri Lankan government had also announced a food emergency to check the soaring prices of food and hoarding 
of essentials by a food mafia.  

• The emergency has been declared under the legal framework of the Public Security Ordinance (PSO). 

• It empowers the President to declare a State of Emergency in two situations when the President is of the opinion 
that it is 
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1. in the interest of public security and the preservation of public order 

2. for the maintenance of supplies and services essential to the life of the community 

• President is now able to promulgate Emergency Regulations dealing with any subject at any given time 

• While the emergency has to be taken to Parliament for renewal every three months, the President is empowered 
to bring in regulations that do not need parliamentary oversight or approval 

• It must be recognised as a temporary conferral of extraordinary power for the government during times of 
acute crisis and not a substitute for the normal legal regime 

What are the counter arguments against the proclamation of emergency? 

• Opposition members argued that other legislations were available to check hoarding and cap food prices 

• The appointment of a serving major general as the Commissioner General of Essential Services has raised 
concerns of bypassing the civilian administration 

• It was alleged that emergency was proclaimed to violate the freedom of expression, movement, etc 

• Ill-timed decision to switch from chemical to organic fertilizer might lead to food crisis. 

What is the current movement about? 

• Young social activists had been organising things over the last year for a new political culture. 

• Inspired by the Occupy Wall Street movement, Black Lives Matter, the Arab Spring, the Indian farmers’ 
movement and Shaheen Bagh, they created an enclave for an alternative vision of Sri Lanka. 

• The emphasis was on non-violence, democracy, ethnic harmony and creative expression. 

• Trade unions, the environmental movement, professional associations, all-island student, academic unions, 
civil society groups and religious leaders of all faiths also made their way. 

• Lawyers also mingled with the protesters and intervened if there was any tension or difficulty. 

What about the participation of people from north and the east? 

• The protests have celebrated the Tamil culture and language as never before in a Sri Lankan gathering but there 
is no discussion of devolution or a Tamil nation. 

• There is also deference to the rank and file of the army. 

• Many from the Jaffna University Students Union and women from the north and the east have been quite active 
in their participation. 

• Tamils have participated at the local level and were a part of the hartals that have taken place throughout the 
island but it is not the fullest active participation. 

What lies ahead? 

• There will be no stability until the resignation of President Gotabaya Rajapaksa. 

• Ranil Wickremesinghe was sworn in as Prime Minister and he should command not only the confidence of 
Parliament but also the confidence of the protesters as well. 

• Bar Association in Sri Lanka has proposed to return to the 19th Amendment, especially its provisions on 

o the independent judiciary and independent commissions 

o abolishing of the executive presidency through a 21st Amendment 

o setting up of the economic framework for International Monetary Fund (IMF) negotiations 

• The IMF has signalled that it will go ahead with its negotiations since there seems to be an all-party consensus 
for that to happen. 

1.14 Friend in need - Sri Lanka’s Economic Crisis 

Why in news? 

Union External Affairs Minister’s assurance that India will support Sri Lanka for overcoming the economic and other 
challenges posed by COVID-19 pandemic was significant and timely. 
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What is Sri Lanka’s appeal in this regard? 

• The Rajapaksa government reached out to India and China, which are most likely to help given their respective 
interests in the island. 

• China’s help- Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi discussed a full debt restructure of Sri Lankan borrowings. 

• China has also extended a currency swap arrangement of 1.5 billion dollars. 

• India’s approach- A four-pronged initiative has been decided that included 

1. Lines of Credit (LoC) towards the import of fuel, food and medicines 

2. Currency swap 

3. Debt deferrals from India to Sri Lanka 

4. Conclusion of the Trinco-oil farms project 

• The Trincomalee project MoU was signed in January 2022 after decades of delays. 

• India has extended 400 million dollar under the “SAARC currency swap” arrangement. 

• India has agreed to a partial deferral of a 500 million dollar settlement from Sri Lanka by two months 

• The 1.5 billion dollar LoC for essential imports is reportedly under way. 

What is the significance of India’s current approach towards Sri Lanka? 

• New Delhi’s assistance might address some problems in the complex relations between India and Sri Lanka. 

• It is important to note that in times of peril, New Delhi and Colombo have established a robust channel of 
communication and demonstrated an ability to act on promises quickly. 

• Issues that remains a sticking point include 

o the friction over fishermen’s rights 

o pending political solution for war-torn Tamil areas 

o concerns over Colombo’s strategic ties with China 

1.15 Refugees from Sri Lanka 

What is the issue? 

Two batches of Sri Lankan Tamils arrived on the Rameswaram coast trying to escape a dire situation in Sri Lanka, which 
is reeling under a severe economic crisis. 

Why is Tamil Nadu a preferred destination for refugees? 

• Geographical factor- Barely 30 km away across the shallow Palk Strait, Tamil Nadu is within reach, especially 
to people in Northern and Eastern Sri Lanka. 

• Ethnic factor- Ethnic affinity has made Tamil Nadu inviting as asylum or point of transit to the West, where 
a large and influential Tamil diaspora has gathered over the decades of war and political turbulence in Sri Lanka. 

• Cultural factor- People and political parties in Tamil Nadu have been traditionally welcoming of Sri Lankan 
refugees with similar ethnic and cultural roots. 

What is the history of Sri Lankan refugees? 

• Tamil-origin refugees from Northern and Eastern Sri Lanka had been 
arriving in India from long before the 1980s. 

• The flow of refugees increased significantly after 1983, when ethnic 
clashes began on the island between the majority Sinhala Buddhist ruling 
class and the Indian-armed Tamil Tigers. 

• First wave- The first wave was between 1983 and 1987, when 1.34 lakh 
Sri Lankan Tamils reached India, pushed by anti-Tamil riots in Sri Lanka 
and pulled by the India-Sri Lanka Accord. 

• Second wave- The second wave of arrivals began after the war flared up in 1990. 
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• This was also the period in which Sri Lankan Tamils faced pressures in Tamil Nadu after the assassination of 
Rajiv Gandhi. 

• Third wave- The arrivals began in 1995 and continued until 2002, a period 
that witnessed intense fighting in Northern Sri Lanka. 

• The exodus turned into a flood in 2008-09, the final years of the war. 

What about the life of refugees in Tamil Nadu? 

• Despite continuous discussions on the Sri Lankan Tamil issue in Tamil Nadu 
politics for decades the quality of life in the refugee camps was poor. 

• Most camps are open prisons with families crammed into one or two rooms that they received in the 1980s or 
1990s. 

• Many refugees are watched by the Q-branch, the state intelligence 
and investigative unit tracking terrorists and other radicalised 
individuals. 

• The refugees have benefitted from the general social welfare schemes 
in the state, be it the free rice or periodic festival incentives and “kits”. 

• The head of each refugee family gets a monthly allowance of at least 
Rs 1,000, and monthly assistance for spouses and children below age 
12. 

• The government has announced a scheme to build 3,510 houses for 
Sri Lankan refugees, renovate 7,469, and provide financial assistance to refugee students for higher education. 

How is the current economic crisis different from the previous inflows? 

• The present inflow of refugees into India is a result of economic crisis in Sri Lanka unlike the previous situations 
of war and political instability. 

• The collapse of tourism following the Easter attacks of 2019 and the Covid-19 pandemic has wrecked the Sri 
Lankan economy. 

• The country is 

o heavily import-dependent 

o crashing foreign exchange reserves 

o devaluation of currency 

o acute shortages of food items, fuel, and other essentials 

o soaring inflation 

o unaffordability of staples 

BANGLADESH 

1.16 Trouble in Bangladesh 

What is the issue? 

Incidents of majoritarian violence against Bangladesh’s Hindu minority community during Durga Puja have been 
condemned by the UN, the U.S. and India. 

What is the recent communal tension in Bangladesh? 

• The minority Hindu community accounts for nearly 10% of the country’s 160 million people. 

• The mob violence appears to have begun in Comilla, in Chittagong district, where an image allegedly showing 
disrespect to the Koran was circulated in social media. 

• It resulted in incidents of vandalism of Hindu temples and homes belonging to the minority community. 

• According to the police, more than 450 people have been arrested and more than 70 cases filed in different parts 
of Bangladesh. 
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What is India’s response to the violence? 

• The Indian High Commission in Dhaka was in touch with law and 
order officials at the Centre. 

• It has stepped in to meet the members of Bangladeshi Hindu 
community, including representatives from the ISKCON group that 
was attacked. 

• India has raised its voice against the majoritarian violence against 
Bangladesh’s Hindu minority community. 

• The Indian government has also praised the authorities for moving 
quickly to take control of the situation. 

What must be India cautious about? 

• The Citizenship (Amendment) Act in 2019 had a widespread effect 
in Bangladesh and at least 12 people were killed in protests against 
Mr. Modi’s visit to Dhaka earlier this year. 

• There are chances that the Indian High Commission’s act of meeting 
local minorities to be interpreted as an act of interference rather 
than an act of compassion. 

• As a regional leader, India has every right to be concerned about the 
plight of communities in the subcontinent. 

• But, India must ensure that the foreign relations are not affected. 

• A non- partisan religious approach is needed to stabilise the 
relations between the two countries which have a shared history of 
cooperation over much of the past 50 years. 

1.17 Bangladesh’s Offer of Services at Chittagong Port 

Why in news? 

Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina offered India the use of the Chittagong Port and said the port would be of 
benefit to India’s northeastern States. 

What is the Chittagong Port? 

• The Chittagong or Chhatogram port is one of the important seaports of 
Bangladesh, located in the region of Chittagong hill tracts. 

• It is the main seaport of Bangladesh and is located on the bank of the 
Karnaphuli River. 

• The port of Chittagong was known as Shetgang as early as the 4th 
century BC, and it received ships from the Middle East and China. 

• Almost 90% of Bangladesh's exports and imports are now handled by 
the Chittagong Port. 

• In the colonial era, the Chittagong Port was one of the largest ports of 
eastern India through which cargo was carried to the borders of 
Myanmar through railways and roadways. 

• Due to the sea port's close proximity with North-Eastern Indian states, 
the port facility has the potential to significantly boost economic activity 
in the North-East Indian states. 

What is the impact of partition on the business in the Northeast? 

• India’s Northeast had easy access to the seaports, specifically Chittagong, in present-day Bangladesh via the 
Brahmaputra and Barak River systems before independence. 

• The tea, timber, coal and oil were transported through these rivers 

• The local-level border trade helped maintain undivided Assam’s status as the State with the highest per capita 
income till the early 1950s. 
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• The volume of trade began dipping with the souring of ties between India and Pakistan (Bangladesh was East 
Pakistan then). 

• Later, the 1965 war cut the Northeast off and the movement of goods through the ‘chicken’s neck’, a narrow strip 
in West Bengal, became a costlier alternative. 

What happened after Bangladesh was created? 

• The creation of Bangladesh with India’s help in 1971 did not translate into 
the revival of the traditional river and land trade and communication routes 
for the Northeast. 

• A degree of mistrust existed between the two countries because of the 
‘Bangladeshi’ issue and camps established by myriad Northeast extremist 
groups in Bangladesh. 

• When Sheikh Hasina’s Awami League government took charge in 2009, the mistrust lessened as the land 
boundary agreement was signed in 2015. 

• From a bus service between Agartala and Kolkata via Dhaka to the movement of cargo on barges, trial runs and 
trans-shipments have been successfully conducted. 

What does the Bangladesh PM’s offer mean? 

• The importance of the Chittangong port made the British administrators build the Assam-Bengal Railway route 
to ship goods to the remotest parts of the region. 

• The port would be of benefit to India’s northeastern States, particularly Assam,Tripura, Meghalaya and 
Mizoram. 

• India’s ‘Act East’ policy that focuses on the new sense of cooperation between the two countries can help the 
Northeast to explore the potential of economic activities. 

• With a special focus on railways and waterways, many of the pre-Partition trade routes are being revived. 

• Most of these roads lead to Chittagong port, which has historically been the largest and the most convenient for 
trade and commerce for the region. 

What efforts were taken on the ground? 

• Multi-modal approach- A multi-modal connectivity approach has been felt for a long time because reopening 
the pre-Partition trade routes would reduce the cost and time of transportation for the Northeast and generates 
revenue for Bangladesh. 

• MoUs- In 2010, India and Bangladesh signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to allow for the use of 
Chittagong and Mongla Ports in Bangladesh for the movement of goods to and from India. 

• Bridge connection- In 2021, the Maitri Setu built over the Feni River was inaugurated that would reduce 
the distance between Tripura and Chittagong port to just 111 km. 

• Mizoram is keen on bridges across the Khawthlangtuipui river (Karnaphuli in Bangladesh) for faster access to 
the Chittagong port. 

• Multi-modal transit hub- The government is working on a multi-modal transit hub at Sabroom that can help 
goods reach the Chittagong port in a few hours. 

• Road connectivity- Road connectivity in Meghalaya’s Dawki, southern Assam’s Sutarkandi and Tripura’s 
Akhaura linking eastern and south-eastern Bangladesh is also being improved. 

• Transit of inland vessels- Under Indo-Bangladesh Protocol on Inland Water Transit & Trade involving the 
Brahmaputra, inland vessels of one country can transit through the specified routes of the other country. 

• The cargo ships from Bangladesh have reached Tripura through the Gomati River and Assam’s Karimganj via 
the Kushiara River. 

• BBIN- The Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, and Nepal Motor Vehicle Agreement (BBIN-MVA) is another key 
development that can enhance the trade potential of Bangladesh with India and Nepal and further to Bhutan 
once Bhutan formally joins the MVA. 
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MYANMAR 

1.18 Exclusion of Myanmar’s Military Junta 

What is the issue? 

ASEAN has decided to exclude Myanmar’s military junta from its annual summit which is a major setback for the 
Generals’ attempt to gain regional legitimacy for their brutal regime. 

Why did the coup occur? 

• The Military had a tight grip on Myanmar as the constitution guarantees it a quarter of all seats in parliament 
and control of its most powerful ministries. 

• In the last November's general election, military-
backed party- USDP-performed poorly whereas 
the NLD did even better than in 2015. 

• This created tensions between the armed forces 
and the government. 

• The opposition raised allegations of widespread 
fraud in the election which was not backed by the 
electoral commission. 

• Later, Myanmar's military seized power after 
detaining Aung San Suu Kyi and other 
democratically elected leaders. 

What was the followup of the power siege? 

• The junta has unleashed a reign of terror 
claiming an estimated 1,000 lives. 

• Ms. Suu Kyi who had been the State Councillor 
for five years from 2015 heading the quasi-
democratic government has been in detention. 

• Thousands of others were arrested by the 
military for their democratic protests. 

• In cities, protests turned into armed fighting 
between pro-democracy protesters and security 
personnel, while in the jungles, anti-junta 
groups joined hands with rebels for military 
training. 

• The situation was so grave that the UN Special 
Envoy warned that Myanmar had descended 
into a civil war. 

• Recently, Myanmar's military sentenced a close aide of ousted civilian leader Aung San Suu Kyi to 20 years in 
prison.  

What has been the international reaction to the coup? 

• US Secretary of State Antony Blinken has accused the security forces of a "reign of terror". 

• The US, UK and European Union have all responded with sanctions on military officials. 

• South East Asian countries have been pursuing diplomatic efforts to end the crisis. 

• China blocked a UNSC statement condemning the coup, but has backed calls for the release of Ms Suu Kyi and 
a return to democratic norms. 

What led to the exclusion of the junta by ASEAN? 

• In April, Gen. Min Aung Hlaing was invited to Jakarta for emergency talks with ASEAN members which led to 
the ASEAN’s Five-Point Consensus. 

• The Consensus that includes immediately ending violence, starting the reconciliation process and allowing a 
regional special envoy to meet all stakeholders has not been met by the military regime. 
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• There have been reports of the junta torturing political prisoners. 

• Regime violence, political crises and strikes and counter-attacks by protesters have all led to the exclusion of 
Myanmar. 

• According to the UN, around 3 million people are in need of life-saving assistance because of conflict, food 
insecurity, natural disasters and COVID-19. 

• The international community should continue to put pressure on the junta and urgently start a reconciliation 
process. 

NEPAL 

1.19 India-Nepal Relations 

Why in news? 

The Nepal Prime Minister, Sher Bahadur Deuba, paid a long-awaited visit to India, his first bilateral visit abroad, in 
keeping with tradition. 

What are the developments of India-Nepal relations over the years? 

• Diplomatic relations- India-Nepal relations were founded on the age-old connection of history, culture, 
tradition and religion. 

• The two countries established diplomatic relations on 17 June 1947. 

• India’s neighbourhood first policy signifies the importance of Indo-Nepal relations. 

• Political relations- The frequent high level visits by the leaders of the two countries at different points of time 
and the interactions constitute the hallmark of the ties between the two countries. 

• The recent visit of Nepal’s PM to India reiterates the need for strengthening the existing bilateral mechanisms. 

• Economic relations- India is Nepal’s largest trading partner. 

• Following the massive earthquakes in Nepal in 2015, India promptly offered helping hands. 

• Nepal has escalating trade deficit with India. Nepal and India have concluded bilateral Treaty of Transit, Treaty 
of Trade and the Agreement of Cooperation to Control Unauthorized Trade. 

• In the International Conference on Nepal’s Reconstruction (2015), the Government of India pledged grants and 
soft loans. 

• Connectivity- The 1950 Treaty of Peace and Friendship was sought by the Nepali authorities in 1949 to provide 
for an open border and for Nepali nationals to have the right to work in India. 

• The BBIN Motor Vehicles Agreement (MVA) in which Nepal is a partner will permit the member states to ply 
their vehicles in each other's territory for transportation of cargo and passengers. 

• Multilateral and Regional Fora- Both Nepal and India work in tandem in the United Nations, Non-aligned 
Movement and other international fora on most of the important international issues. 

• Both the countries have been deeply engaged in the regional and sub-regional frameworks of SAARC, BIMSTEC 
and BBIN for enhancing cooperation for greater economic integration. 

What are the positive outcomes of the Deuba regime? 

• Cross-border rail link- The Rs 787 crore project of cross-border rail link (35km) from Jayanagar (Bihar) to 
Kurtha (Nepal) has been operationalised recently. 

• The Konkan Railway Corporation will provide the necessary technical support initially. 

• Circuit transmission line- The 90 km long 132 kV double circuit transmission line connecting Tila 
(Solukhumbu) to Mirchaiya (Siraha) has been inaugurated. 

• It was constructed with an Exim Bank concessional loan of Rs 200 crore where a dozen hydroelectric projects 
were planned in the Solu corridor. 

• Technical cooperation agreements providing technical cooperation were also signed such as the 

o In the railway sector 
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o Nepal’s induction into the International Solar Alliance 

o Between Indian Oil Corporation and Nepal Oil Corporation on ensuring regular supplies of petroleum 
products 

• Mahakali Treaty- The Mahakali Treaty, signed in 1996 covers the Sarada and Tanakpur barrages as well as 
the Pancheshwar Multipurpose project. 

• The ambitious $7 billion project needs political will to move it forward. 

• The current joint vision statement on power sector cooperation recognises the opportunities for joint 
development power generation projects together with cross border transmission linkages and coordination 
between the national grids. 

• U.S. Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC)- The agreement provides a grant of 500 million dollars 
for building 318 km of high voltage transmission lines along with sub-stations and the maintenance of 300 km 
of the East-West highway. 

• Recently, Mr. Deuba pushed through the ratification of the agreement with the (MCC), despite the reservations 
of his coalition partners and China. 

Why is China’s role in Nepal a matter of concern?       

• During monarchy- China maintained a link with the Palace and its concerns were primarily related to keeping 
tabs on the Tibetan refugee community. 

• After monarchy- China has shifted attention to the political parties and to institutions such as the Army and 
Armed Police Force and considers Nepal an important element in its growing South Asian footprint. 

• Recent years- In 2016, the then PM, Mr. Oli visited Beijing to negotiate an Agreement on Transit 
Transportation. 

• Later, a Protocol was concluded with China providing access to four sea ports and three land ports. 

• China has overtaken India as the largest source of foreign direct investment. 

• China is also engaged with airport expansion projects at Pokhara and Lumbini. 

How to manage the growing differences? 

• The 1950 Treaty of Peace and Friendship- This treaty is viewed as a sign of an unequal relationship, and 
an Indian imposition. 

• The two Foreign Ministers should possibly acknowledge the report of the groups on the 1950 treaty publicly to 
kickstart Track 2 conversations. 

• Many Nepali nationals who were legally entitled to hold Rs 25,000 of Indian currency (given that the Nepali 
rupee is pegged to the Indian rupee) were left high and dry due to demonetisation. 

• Boundary issue- The boundaries had been fixed in 1816 by the British, and India inherited the areas over 
which the British had exercised territorial control in 1947. 

• While 98% of the India-Nepal boundary was demarcated, two areas, Susta and Kalapani remain disturbing. 

• In 2019, when India issued new maps following the division of the State of Jammu and Kashmir as Union 
Territories, Mr. Oli expanded the Kalapani area dispute by endorsing a new map of Nepal. 

• To build upon the positive mood, it is necessary these issues be discussed, behind closed doors and at Track 2  
and Track 1.5 channels. 

• India needs to be a sensitive and generous partner for the “neighbourhood first” policy to take root. 

1.20 The Importance of Lumbini 

Why in news? 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Lumbini, Nepal is full of symbolism and substance. 

What does the visit symbolize? 

• Mr. Modi’s visit is a combination of personal desire and political and strategic goals. 

• Prime Minister’s visit also provides a moment for quiet reflection and a reiteration of the message of peace, 
compassion and non-violence preached by the Buddha. 
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• The visit is also political and strategic and is an opportune time for India to do much more in the region. 

• During his visit, the Prime Minister is set to meet Nepali counterpart Sher Bahadur Deuba for bilateral talks. 

• The PM’s participation in “Shilanyas” ceremony of the India International Centre for Buddhist Culture and 
Heritage in the Lumbini Monastic Zone is also significant. 

• His visit is intended to celebrate and further deepen these time-honoured linkages that have been fostered 
through centuries and recorded in our long history of inter-mingling. 

What is the significance of Lumbini? 

• The Lord Buddha was said to be born in 623 BC in the sacred area of Lumbini located in the Terai plains of 
southern Nepal. 

• The Indian emperor Ashoka had erected one of his commemorative pillars there. 

• The site is now being developed as a Buddhist pilgrimage centre, where the archaeological remains associated 
with the birth of the Lord Buddha form a central feature. 

• The complex of structures within the archaeological conservation area includes 

o the Shakya Tank 

o the remains within the Maya Devi Temple dating 
from the 3rd century BC to the present century 

o the sandstone Ashoka pillar with its Pali 
inscription in Brahmi script 

o the excavated remains of Buddhist viharas 
(monasteries) of the 3rd century BC to the 5th 
century AD 

o the remains of Buddhist stupas (memorial 
shrines) from the 3rd century BC to the 15th 
century AD 

• Both Lumbini and the Mahabodhi Temple in Bodh Gaya 
are UNESCO World Heritage sites. 

• The first foreign monastery in Lumbini was built by a Vietnamese monk, Thay Huyen Dieu. 

• India does not have a monastery in Lumbini. 

• The largest monastery has been built by the Chinese who sponsor and support international conferences on 
Buddhism in Nepal as well as the massive celebrations on Buddhist festivals such as Vesak. 

What can India do at Lumbini? 

• Indian monastery- Mr. Modi’s visit is an opportune time to remedy the situation and announce the 
establishment of an Indian monastery in Nepal. 

• Development of Lumbini- India could assist in the development of Lumbini along with the international 
committee that has been set by the UN. 

• Buddhist circuit- There is a need to develop a Buddhist circuit with seamless connectivity and comfortable 
travel between the major pilgrimage sites in Nepal and India. 

• Infrastructure development- Speedy construction of the integrated check post would also boost tourism 
and the local economy. 

What is the Buddhist centre whose foundation PM Modi laid in Lumbini? 

• The India International Centre for Buddhist Culture and Heritage in the Lumbini Monastic Zone in Nepal is 
expected to cost Rs 1 billion and take three years to complete. 

• The Centre will be constructed by the International Buddhist Confederation (IBC), New Delhi. 

• Once completed, the Centre will be a world-class facility welcoming pilgrims and tourists from all over the world 
to enjoy the essence of spiritual aspects of Buddhism. 

•  It will be a modern building, NetZero compliant in terms of energy, water and waste handling, and will house 
prayer halls, meditation centers, library, exhibition hall, cafeteria, offices and other amenities. 
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What can India do to develop a Buddhist circuit? 

• Master plan for Bodh Gaya- There is an urgent need to adopt a master plan and develop Bodh Gaya as like 
Lumbini. 

• Committee- A high-level coordination committee comprising representatives of State and Central 
governments as well as of foreign monasteries should be set up to resolve problems. 

• UNESCO WHS- Efforts should be made for the entire Buddhist circuit, namely Lumbini-Bodh Gaya-Sarnath-
Kushinagar, to be declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site(WHS). 

• International conference- India can also take the initiative to organise an international conference on the 
development of the Buddhist circuit to give a sense of participation and ownership to Buddhist countries. 

• International museum- India can also establish an international museum of Buddhist tradition in Bodh 
Gaya and invite all Buddhist countries to participate. 

2. BILATERAL RELATIONS 

ASIA 

2.1 India-Central Asia Virtual Summit 

Why in news? 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi hosted the first India-Central Asia Summit in virtual format which was attended by 
Presidents of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. 

How has the India-Central Asia relation evolved? 

• The Central Asian region is considered to be the part of India’s “extended neighbourhood.” 

• Over the past decade, the region has become the site of great power tussles over energy resources. 

History 

• Ancient kingdoms like the Kushana Empire had territory in parts of both regions creating historical and 
civilizational linkages. 

• The relationship strengthened in the medieval ages with the advent of Islam and establishment of Muslim rule 
in India, many of whose rulers had their origins in Central Asia. 

• Modern Central Asia consists of five nations: Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and 
Uzbekistan which became independent after the collapse of the USSR in 1991. 

Geo-strategic importance 

• Central Asia is strategically positioned as an access point between Europe and Asia and offers extensive potential 
for trade, investment, and growth. 

Geo-economic Importance 

• The region is richly endowed with commodities such as crude oil, natural gas, cotton, gold, copper, aluminium, 
and iron. 

• India is working to invest in the region in the IT and education sectors as India has a very big IT sector and 
qualified working professionals. 

Geo-security Cooperation 

• Security cooperation includes conducting joint research on military-defence issues, coordinating on 
counterterrorism measures, and a special focus on the issue of Afghanistan. 

• China’s deep inroads in the Central Asian republics in terms of investment is also a concern. 

Soft Power 

• The people-to-people contact has been a defining feature of India’s Connect Central Asia Policy. 

• Indian cultural products have been extremely popular in the region since the time of the USSR. 
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• The world witnessed India’s rise as an economic power and a regional power. 

What is the summit about? 

• The first India-Central Asia coincided with the 30th anniversary of establishment of diplomatic relations 
between India and Central Asian countries. 

• The leaders of the five central Asian countries were likely to be the chief guest, but the country saw a rise in 
COVID-19 cases which led to curtailed celebrations. 

• Objectives of the summit 

1. to make it clear that cooperation between India and Central Asia is essential for regional security and 
prosperity 

2. to give an effective structure to India- Central Asia cooperation by establishing a framework of regular 
interactions at different levels 

3. to create an ambitious roadmap for the cooperation 

What was the outcome of the summit? 

• Institutionalisation of the Summit- The Leaders agreed to institutionalize the Summit mechanism by 
deciding to hold it every 2 years. 

• They also agreed on regular meetings of Foreign Ministers, Trade Ministers, Culture Ministers and Secretaries 
of the Security Council to prepare the groundwork for the Summit meetings. 

• Secretariat- An India-Central Asia Secretariat in New Delhi would be set up to support the new mechanism. 

• Areas of discussion- The Leaders discussed to further cooperation in areas of trade and connectivity, 
development cooperation, defence and security and on cultural and people to people contacts. 

• These included 

o Round-Table on Energy and Connectivity 

o Joint Working Groups at senior official level on Afghanistan 

o Use of Chabahar Port 

o Showcasing of Buddhist exhibitions in Central Asian countries 

o Commissioning of an India-Central Asia dictionary of common words 

o Joint counter-terrorism exercises 

o Visit of 100 member youth delegation annually from Central Asian countries to India 

o Special courses for Central Asian diplomats 

• Areas of concern- The lack of access to land routes, and the situation in Afghanistan are among the biggest 
challenges. 

• Joint Declaration- A comprehensive Joint Declaration was adopted by the leaders for an enduring and 
comprehensive India-Central Asia partnership. 

What were the areas of concern noted in the joint statement? 

• Trade- There is the problem of retreating trade with 
only 2 billion dollars, spent mostly on Kazakhstan’s 
energy exports to India. 

• In comparison, China’s CAR trade figures have 
exceeded 41 billion dollars apart from the money 
invested in the Belt and Road Initiative. 

• Connectivity- Pakistan is denying India transit trade. 

• New Delhi’s option is to smoothen the route 
through Iran’s Chabahar port, but that will involve 
greater investment in rail and road routes, something 
India is hesitant to do in the face of U.S. sanctions. 
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• The option to use the Russia-Iran International North-South Transport Corridor via Bandar Abbas 
port is also challenging as it is not fully operational and at least two CARs (Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan) are 
not members. 

• India has also concerns over TAPI gas pipeline plans (Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India), given the 
tensions with Pakistan. 

• Afghanistan- Afghanistan is the delicate link between Central Asia and South Asia. 

• With Taliban takeover, there is no official government, a humanitarian crisis is building, and there are worries 
of terrorism and radicalism spilling over its boundaries. 

What interventions were made by India in Central Asia? 

• After the breakup of the Soviet Union and the formation of the independent republics in Central Asia, India 
reset its ties with the strategically critical region. 

• Mr. Jaishankar has become the first Indian External Affairs Minister to visit Armenia. 

• New Delhi signed the Strategic Partnership Agreements with Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan to 
stimulate defence cooperation and deepen trade relations. 

• India formulated its Connect Central Asia Policy which is a broad-based approach including political, 
security, economic, and cultural connections. 

• India signed MoUs with Iran in 2015 to develop the Chabahar port in the Sistan-Baluchistan province to 
diversify the export markets and control China’s ambitions. 

• The government has also proposed to include the strategic Chabahar Port in the International North-South 
Transport Corridor (INSTC). 

• The Central Asian countries have admitted New Delhi into the Ashgabat Agreement allowing India to 
facilitate trade and commercial interactions with Central Asia and Eurasia. 

• India has extended a credit line of 200 million dollar for the support of development projects in Kyrgyzstan. 

• It has signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) on High-Impact Community Development Projects 
(HICDP). 

• India has supported efforts for a peaceful solution of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict between Azerbaijan 
and Armenia. 

What are the present challenges in the relation? 

• Re-establishment of Taliban - The Taliban re-gaining its supremacy over Afghanistan has exposed the 
weakness of coalitions such as Shanghai Cooperation Organization whose major aim is to counter terrorism. 

• Chinese presence – There are growing geostrategic and security concerns regarding the BRI’s China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) and its violation of India’s sovereignty. 

• India needs clear recalibration of its regional engagement with Central Asian countries. 

2.2 India Russia 2+2 Summit 

Why in news? 

Russian President Vladimir Putin has concluded a short summit meeting with Prime Minister Narendra Modi in New 
Delhi, highlighting the “all-weather” partnership between the two countries. 

How has the relationship evolved over the years? 

• Historically - For the past 70 years since Independence, Russia have been a time-tested ally and major defence 
supplier for India. 

• During the cold war, the relationship was very strong and even gave rise to U.S. suspicions that India was an 
unofficial part of the Soviet camp. 

• Notably, this was despite New Delhi’s affirmations that it was a leading member of the “Non-Aligned Movement” 
(NAM). 

• India’s Shift - India has traditionally sought to maintain a balance between superpowers and refrained from 
joining groups for preserving its sovereignty. 
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• But in recent years this position appears to have shifted in favour of finding new allies, with changing power 
structures and security concerns. 

• This change was amply in displayed when India actively pursued the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (involving 
US, India, Japan, and Australia). 

• Notably, this has been conceptualised as security alliance with a vision of ensuring freedom of navigation in the 
Indo-Pacific region (targeted at China). 

• Russia’s Shift - In parallel to these creeping changes, Russia’s interest towards Pakistan and China has 
increased and warmth with India decreased. 

• Russia-Pakistan relationship is on an upward trajectory, with Russia signalling support for Pakistan’s 
candidature to the Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG). 

• Joint military exercises between Russia and Pakistan held in 2017, is another major concern as Russia is a long-
time trusted military partner for India. 

What differing opinion has been a concern? 

• Difference of opinion over Af-Pak region 

• Differences over America’s Indo-Pacific strategy 

• Continuing conflict between the Kremlin and the West 

• Absence of a thriving commercial relationship between India and Russia- India-Russia annual trade in goods is 
stuck at about $10 billion 

• India’s closeness with the US and Russia’s embrace of China 

What are the highlights of the summit? 

• A clutch of 28 agreements were signed, 19 of which are commercial in nature, ranging from defence to scientific 
cooperation. 

• Defence- The two nations signed an agreement for joint production of over 6 lakh AK-203 assault rifles at a 
manufacturing facility in Uttar Pradesh’s Amethi . 

• Moscow has agreed on a 10-year military-technical plan that includes technology transfer to India. 

• The two nations were ready to go ahead with the S-400 missile deal despite the threat of USA’s Countering 
America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act. 

• Afghanistan issue- Russia has pitched for inducting India into the extended group on Afghanistan comprising 
the US, Russia, China and Pakistan. 

• New Delhi has been kept out of meetings of this grouping earlier this year. 

• Nuclear energy- Russia is building the 6,000-MW project at Kudankulam in Tamil Nadu, which will have six 
VVER-1000 nuclear reactors, and is in talks with India to construct more reactors at a new site that is yet to be 
identified 

• Both countries have an ambitious vision for building at least 10 more reactors with the highest standards of 
safety in India. 

• Others- India and Russia are also putting their best foot forward to enhance collaboration in the fields of space, 
transport and connectivity, energy, trade and health. 

• This friendship is being witnessed in the golden jubilee year of the landmark Indo-Soviet Treaty of Peace, 
Friendship and Cooperation which makes it more special. 

What are the challenges ahead? 

• Pandemic- The pandemic has periodically crippled the growth of both economies and the threats to public 
health remain despite considerable progress with vaccinations. 

• Russia- U.S. ties- The relationship between the two nations is showing signs of wearing away this as U.S. 
warns Russia that it will face sanctions if it seeks to occupy Ukraine. 

• India has so far held firm to its mantra of ‘strategic autonomy’ in a multipolar world, but South Block will have 
to work hard to manage the tightrope act between Moscow and Washington. 
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• India and China have forged an uneasy truce across their Himalayan border in the aftermath of the Galwan 
valley exchange in 2020, yet there are numerous potential flashpoints that could send ties into a spiral again, 
including China’s historically provocative actions in the South China Sea and its thinly veiled insecurity about 
India joining the Quad for Indo-Pacific security. 

• China factor- Moscow has a managed to remain friends with both its mega-neighbours, but it will require a 
robust focus on confidence-boosting cooperative initiatives if India and Russia are to safely navigate the complex 
geopolitical landscape that they occupy. 

• Economic sphere- The joint statement correctly noted that bilateral trade does not reflect the potential of 
strength and depth of India-Russia strategic partnership and stressed upon the need for greater efforts to raise 
bilateral trade to $30 billion by 2025. 

• The Indo-Russian relationship is multifaceted but more ballast is needed on the economic front to realise the 
potential of a Special and Privileged Strategic Partnership. 

2.3 The Geo-Politics of Gas Pipelines 

What is the issue? 

While world’s attention has been focussed on the controversy of European and US opposition to Nord Stream II pipeline 
from Russia to Germany, it was a European Pipeline project (EastMed) that met a quiet death. 

What is the European Pipeline Project? 

• Eastern Mediterranean (EastMed) is a 1,900km 
natural gas pipeline project to connect the gas 
reserves of the eastern Mediterranean to Greece. 

• In 2013, the European Commission designated the 
pipeline a "Project of Common Interest" and 
was estimated to send as much as 20 billion cubic 
meters of gas to Europe annually. 

• The pipeline includes 1,300km of offshore and 
600km of onshore sections. 

• It will transport natural gas from the Levantine 
Basin in Israel as well as from the gas fields in 
Cypriot waters to Greece and Italy. 

• The energy ministers of Greece, Israel, and Cyprus signed the final agreement for the pipeline project in 
January 2020. 

• At the end of 2020, Congress passed legislation that included support for constructing pipelines and liquified 
natural gas terminals, and created a United States-Eastern Mediterranean Energy Center. 

What is the significance of the project? 

• The EastMed pipeline project will improve Europe’s energy security by 
diversifying its routes and sources and providing direct interconnection to 
the production fields. 

• It will provide an opportunity for Cyprus to merge with the European gas 
system, which will further enhance gas trading in the south-east European 
region. 

• The project will also support the economic development of Cyprus and 
Greece by providing a stable market for gas exports. 

• It will enable the development of gas trading hubs in Greece and Italy and facilitate gas trading in south-east 
Europe. 

What is the issue now? 

• The US State department has announced that it no longer supports the EastMed natural gas pipeline on grounds 
of 

o Financial viability 

o Environmental concerns 
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o Political tensions 

• Financial viability- The U.S. feels that the project is unviable as it seems too ambitious and complicated. 

• The EastMed is expensive, and if it is built, it will operate in conditions of reduced demand and increased 
competition with other cheaper gas sources. 

• It is likely that it will become a high-carbon stranded asset, causing billions of euros of losses. 

• Environmental concerns- The extraction and burning of natural gas emit carbon dioxide and methane, the 
two most crucial greenhouse gases. 

• The footprint of natural gas is so negative, that from 2022 onwards, the European Investment Bank (EIB) will 
no longer be funding natural gas projects as part of its strategy to end support for hydrocarbon infrastructure. 

• The gas fields are located in the sea shelf south of the country and exploratory drilling has faced several hurdles. 

• Political tensions- Turkish leadership has made it clear that EastMed cannot happen without its 
participation. 

• It has been fighting hard for a sizeable share of natural gas revenues for the northern Turkish Cyprus enclave 
that it occupies since 1974 invasion through a puppet government and for itself. 

• Turkey carries enormous influence with Washington due to its NATO membership and as a gateway to the 
Black Sea. 

What is Russia’s gameplan? 

• Traditionally Russian export of gas to Europe has been through pipelines that pass through Ukraine and Eastern 
Europe. 

• These pipelines have come under increasing pressure due to increased US influence over eastern European 
countries and recently over Ukraine. 

• Also, the Russian ally and gas transit country Belarus is under western sanctions. 

• Russia therefore decided to bypass both Ukraine and Belarus and build a direct pipeline to Germany and 
invested over 9 billion dollars in the construction of Nord Stream pipeline. 

• However, approval from the German regulators for this pipeline to become operational has stopped as the US 
has increased sales of LPG to Europe and has tried to capture the market. 

• Russia has also pivoted east and is building the Power of Siberia pipeline to China from its gas fields in the 
Arctic Circle. 

Does this have any relevance to India? 

• India imports LPG from open markets through very large tankers. 

• Qatar, Australia and the US are the largest suppliers to India. 

• In future, India is very likely to buy LPG from Russia where India has been making substantial investments in 
petrocarbon extraction. 

• By diversifying its sourcing and betting on reliable and large gas exporters, the Indian government has ensured 
energy security. 

• The EastMed was of no relevance to global gas markets and thus no relevance to India. 

• TAPI pipeline- The only relevant pipeline from the Indian point of view can one day be the TAPI 
(Turkmenistan Afghanistan Pakistan India ) pipeline 

• The pipeline extends from Turkmenistan’s Galkynish gas fields, the world’s second largest proven gas field with 
natural gas. 

• The pipeline, if completed, will deliver 33 billion cubic metres (1.2 trillion cubic feet) of natural gas per year to 
Afghanistan, Pakistan and India. 

• Despite the political upheavals in Afghanistan and strained relations between India and Pakistan, this pipeline 
has much greater relevance to India than the EastMed. 
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2.4 India-Israel: The Maturing of a Steady Relationship 

Why in news? 

Israel’s Prime Minister Naftali Bennett will visit India to mark the 30th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic 
relations between the two countries. 

How has the India-Israel Relationship evolved over the years? 

• Political Relations- India recognised Israel in 1950 but normalisation took another four decades. 

• The full diplomatic relations were established after the opening of embassies in 1992. 

• In the wake of the first Gulf War, Arab support for the Palestinian cause began to weaken due to Palestine 
Liberation Organisation’s (PLO) backing for Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait. 

• From 1992, there were defence deals, and co-operation in science, technology and agriculture. 

• But India was reserved about its ties with Israel because of its historical support for the Palestinian cause, 
dependence on the Arab world for oil, and the pro-Palestinian sentiments. 

• The first high-level visits took place only after the NDA-1 under Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee took office 
where L K Advani became the first Indian minister to visit Israel. 

• In 2000, the two countries set up a joint anti-terror commission. 

• In 2003, Ariel Sharon became the first Israeli Prime Minister to visit India. 

• Trade- The bilateral merchandise trade stood at 5.65 billion dollars (excluding defence) in 2018-19, with the 
balance of trade being in India’s favour. 

• Trade in diamonds constitutes close to 40% of bilateral trade. 

• Potash is a major item of Israel’s exports to India. 

• Indian software companies are beginning to expand their presence in the Israeli market and the first meeting of 
the newly established India-Israel CEOs Forum took place in 2017. 

• Agriculture- India has benefited from Israeli expertise and technologies in horticulture mechanization, 
protected cultivation, orchard and canopy management, nursery management, micro- irrigation and post-
harvest management. 

• Israeli drip irrigation technologies and products are now widely used in India. 

• A comprehensive Work Plan for cooperation in agriculture was signed in 2006. 

• Agricultural cooperation between the two sides formalized through 3-year Work plans wherein 3-year Action 
plans are developed. 

• Centres of Excellence have been constituted in Indian states. 

• Defence & Security- India imports critical defence technologies from Israel. 

• There is cooperation on security issues, including a Joint Working Group on Counter-Terrorism. 

• Since 2015, IPS officer trainees have been visiting the Israel National Police Academy every year for 1-week long 
foreign exposure training. 

• Cooperation in S&T and Space- India-Israel cooperation in S&T is overseen by the Joint Committe on S&T, 
established under the S&T Cooperation Agreement signed in 1993. 

• In 2017, an MoU for establishing India-Israel Industrial R&D and Innovation Fund (I4F) was signed. 

• In 2017, space agencies-ISRO & Israel Space Agency- signed three agreements on space cooperation. 

• Culture and Education- India is known in Israel as an ancient nation with strong cultural traditions, and 
India is an attractive, alternative tourist destination. 

• Several courses related to India are taught at Tel Aviv University, Hebrew University and Haifa University. 

• In 2013, India and Israel launched a new funding programme of joint academic research with the University 
Grants Commission and the Israel Science Foundation as nodal organizations. 

• Indian Community- There are approximately 85,000 Jews of Indian-origin in Israel (with at least one Indian 
parent), who are all Israeli passport holders. 
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• In 2013, the Indian Embassy in Tel Aviv facilitated the first-ever National Convention of Indian Jews in Israel 
that was held in Ramla. 

• The Know India Programme has been effective in binding the Indian origin youth to India. 

How is the relationship evolving currently? 

• Prime Minister Modi undertook an historic first ever visit by an Indian PM to Israel in 2017, during which the 
relationship was upgraded to a strategic level and seven Agreements/MoUs were signed 

• Prime Minister Bennett last year addressed all the people of India on 30 years of a wonderful partnership, deep 
cultural connection and economic and military co-operation. 

• He described that the opportunities for collaboration between the two countries is endless. 

• Prime Minister Modi had spoken about setting new goals to take the relationship forward, and referred to Jewish 
communities in India who had lived here without discrimination. 

• With the 2020 Abrahamic Accords that saw the UAE, Bahrain, Sudan, and Morocco normalising relations with 
Israel, New Delhi is now more confident about its relationships in West. 

What is India’s earlier stance in the Palestinian cause? 

• India continues to walk a tightrope between its historical ties with Palestine and its more recent affection for 
Israel. 

• Earlier, India backed the Palestinian right to self-determination 
and rallied behind the PLO and its leader Yasser Arafat as the sole 
representative of the Palestinian people. 

• In 1975, India invited PLO to open an office in Delhi, giving it 
diplomatic status five years later. 

• In 1988, when the PLO declared an independent state of Palestine 
with its capital in East Jerusalem, India granted recognition 
immediately. 

• India voted for Palestine to become a full member of UNESCO in 2011, and also co-sponsored the UNGA 
resolution that enabled Palestine to become a “non-member” observer state at the UN without voting rights. 

• India also supported the installation of the Palestinian flag on the UN premises in 2015. 

• India supported the just Palestinian cause and the two-state solution in the UN Security Council on the Israel-
Palestine violence in 2021. 

• The UN Security Council virtually held Israel responsible for the violence, and expressed India’s strong support 
to the Palestinian cause and unwavering support for the two-state solution. 

How the policy shift happened? 

• The first big shift in India’s policy came during the visit of Mahmoud Abbas in 2017 when India in a statement 
dropped the line in support of East Jerusalem as the capital of Palestine. 

• But the balancing act continued as Modi made a separate visit to Ramallah in 2018, and called for an 
independent Palestinian state. 

• Even as it abstained at UNESCO in 2017, India voted in favour of a resolution in the General Assembly opposing 
the Trump administration’s recognition of Jerusalem as the Israeli capital. 

• At the UNHRC’s 46th session in Geneva in 2021, India voted against Israel in three resolutions – 

o on the right of self-determination of the Palestinian people 

o on Israeli settlement policy 

o on the human rights situation in the Golan Heights 

• It abstained on a fourth, which asked for an UNHRC report on the human rights situation in Palestine, including 
East Jerusalem. 

• In 2021, the International Criminal Court claimed jurisdiction to investigate human rights abuses in Palestinian 
territory but India did not take a stand against it. 
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What is the Pegasus issue? 

• Pegasus issue- Pegasus is a spyware developed by NSO Group, an Israeli surveillance firm, that helps spies 
hack into phones. 

• It was said that the Indian government used it to hack more than 1000 phone numbers. 

• A case was filed in the Supreme Court accusing the government for indiscriminate spying. 

• The company has said it sells the licence for use only to governments, and only after approval from the Israeli 
government’s Defense Export Control Agency. 

• New York Times reported that India bought Israeli Pegasus spyware as part of weapons deal in 2017. 

What does the current visit signify? 

• The visit will reaffirm the important connection between the countries and the leaders and will mark the 30th 
anniversary of the establishment of relations between Israel and India. 

• The purpose of the visit is to advance and strengthen the strategic alliance between the countries, and to expand 
bilateral ties. 

• The visit also aims to expand the cooperation between the two countries in the areas of innovation and 
technology, security and cyber, and agriculture and climate change. 

2.5 India’s Foreign Policy 2021 

Why in news? 

Though the COVID-19 situation was not compatible for travel, high-level meetings on sensitive matters and protocol, 
the remarkable hyper activism of Indian foreign policy will be the legacy of 2021. 

What were the reasons for the increased activism in the Indian diplomacy? 

• Geopolitics has turned upside down by the pandemic ( Taliban takeover in Afghanistan) 

• Periodical elections brought new main characters to the centre stage (The change from President Donald Trump 
to President Joe Biden and the consequent changes in U.S. policy ) 

• The volatility of the economic and political changes across the world (India suddenly became the epicentre of 
the tragedy which gave it the honor of being the pharmacy of the world) 

What were the priorities in 2021? 

• Chinese aggression- The biggest preoccupation of 2021 was the effort to get China to disengage in areas in 
Ladakh. 

• Dialogue, military preparedness and economic pressure met with limited success. 

• Afghanistan crisis- Afghanistan crisis became forefront with the Taliban’s takeover in Kabul. 

• Bringing some civility to the Taliban in Kabul became a high priority in the face of a Pakistan-China-Taliban 
axis with some support from Russia and Iran. 

• Priority was given to Afghanistan and anti-terrorism rather than Chinese expansionism. 

• Climate change- India threatened to stand out of the line on the matter of net-zero emission target years, but 
was put into pressure to commit more on promoting renewable energy and phasing down of coal. 

• United Nations reform- India gave particular importance to its presidency of the UN Security Council in 
August 2021 which was chaired by the Prime Minister. 

• Regarding UN reforms, India’s focus is on the expansion of the Security Council. 

• Democracy- The charges of India being only a part-democracy also demanded attention but the Prime 
Minister asserted that India is the “mother of democracy”. 

• Myanmar issue- The Foreign Secretary’s visit to Myanmar to engage the military junta at a time when Aung 
San Suu Kyi and other opposition leaders are in prison expressed India’s readiness to engage those in power to 
explore possibilities of friendship and co-operation. 

• The intention is to prevent China from having a field day in Myanmar. 

What made Indian diplomacy hectic during 2021? 
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• In 2021, Indian diplomacy was characterised by a readiness to deal with friends and foes alike. 

• From selective alignment, India moved to universal engagement, even to the extent of convening meetings with 
antagonists. 

• Engagements with the U.S. went beyond familiarisation with increased commitment to Quad and acceptance 
of AUKUS and formation of the ‘Western Quad’, with the U.S., Israel and the UAE. 

• The engagement with China at the level of commanders and diplomats was intense, and ministerial interaction 
continued even when China tore up many fundamental agreements. 

• Major agreements were signed with Russia, despite the American threat of CAATSA against S-400 missiles. 

• India attended a Shanghai Cooperation Organisation meeting and a meeting of Russia, China and India which 
demanded high-level personal involvement at the senior levels. 

• Because of the unique geopolitical situation, India gave particular importance to its presidency of the UN 
Security Council in August 2021. 

• In UNSC, India brought global issues of particular importance to the agenda of the month and significant inputs 
were provided during discussions on issues like maritime security, peacekeeping and anti-terrorism for active 
consideration in the future. 

What were the major challenges? 

• China’s case- The extraordinary efforts made by India have not been fruitful in the case of China. 

• China has not shown willingness to disengage in Ladakh and withdraw to the previous positions behind the Line 
of Actual Control. 

• President Xi Jinping cannot afford to show any sign of weakness in his external and internal policies at this 
critical time. 

• Afghanistan’s case- The stubbornness of the Taliban and its tendency to endanger its own people for the 
purity of faith has been the concern. 

• The international community is already moving in the direction of rescuing the regime by providing 
humanitarian assistance even without any change in the repressive regime. 

• India has a formidable challenge in Afghanistan, regardless of its open and universal engagement with all. 

WESTERN COUNTRIES 

2.6 India and U.S.’s Tariff and Visa Issues 

What is the issue? 

In the U.S.-India Trade Policy Forum which was reconvened after a gap of 4 years, both countries exchanged views on 
‘potential targeted tariff reductions’ and decided to activate the forum’s working groups. 

What is the status of India-US bilateral trade? 

• The US remained India’s biggest trading partner and 
largest export market and the bilateral trade exploded from 
approximately 20 billion dollars in 2001 to over 145 billion 
dollars in 2019. 

• The US investment in India amounts to 46 billion dollars. 

• Over 2,000 US companies are located in India, including every 
major Fortune 500 companies. 

• Over 200 Indian companies created about 125,000 jobs in 
United States across all states. 

• The US is one of the few countries with which India has a trade 
surplus with India’s exports exceeding the imports. 

• The top traded goods include pearls and precious stones, pharmaceuticals, machinery, electronics, clothing, 
vehicles, chemicals and fish products, optical, photo, medical apparatus and aluminium. 
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What are the key issues in the bilateral trade relations? 

• Issues for the US 

o Tariff barriers such as high import duties 

o Market access restrictions 

o Unpredictable regulatory norms 

o Intellectual Property Rights issue 

o The trade deficit with India 

o India’s digital tax 

o Restricted digital trade 

• Issues for India 

o Withdrawal of Generalized System of 
Preferences (GSP) 

o Removal of India from the “developing 
countries” list 

o High import tariffs on steel and aluminium 

o Visa restrictions 

What is the US-India Trade Policy Forum? 

• The India-US Trade policy Forum (TPF) is a premier forum to resolve trade and investment issues between 
India and the United States 

• It was established in July 2005. 

• The Minister of Commerce and Industry for India and the United States Trade Representative of the USA are 
the co-chairs of the Trade Policy Forum. 

• The objective of the forum is to 

1. Facilitate trade and investment flows between the two countries 

2. Develop and implement trade policies through transparent procedures that comply with international 
obligations 

3. Foster a conducive environment for technological collaboration and innovation 

4. Promote inclusive economic growth and job creation in India and the US. 

• The India-US Trade Policy Forum has five focus groups. 

1. Agriculture 

2. Investment 

3. Innovation and Creativity (intellectual property rights) 

4. Services 

5. Tariff and Non-tariff barriers 

• Agreement on digital services - Both countries had reached an agreement on a transition from the existing 
Indian equalisation levy on digital services as part of the new multilateral tax solution under the OECD/G20 
Inclusive Framework 

• This would allow the U.S. to terminate measures adopted in response to the Indian equalisation levy. 

What are the major issues dogging the India-US ties? 

• Trade deficit - The size of the trade deficit (23.5 billion dollars in 2019) that the U.S. faces in its trade 
relationship with India is a central element of U.S.’s approach towards overall trade policy. 

• This led to the U.S. imposing new tariffs on steel and aluminium imports on India in 2018 and the Indian 
Government, in turn, imposed retaliatory tariffs. 
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• The U.S. removed India from the list of developing countries eligible for favoured access under its Generalized 
System of Preferences (GSP). 

• Agricultural products - The U.S. demands for market access for 
its dairy products and intellectual property rights which is again 
one of the oldest sources of friction. 

• The U.S. had already put India on its ‘priority watch list’ of 
countries with serious deficiencies in protecting IPR under its 
Special 301 report. 

• Other barriers - Other issues are investment barriers, Indian 
price controls on medical devices, the digital economy and its 
related taxation issues, visa issues for iNdians, etc. 

How have the two sides sought to reduce friction? 

• India decided to join the OECD/G20 Inclusive Framework on adopting a common multilateral approach to 
taxation to solve issues like imposition of equalisation levies, etc. 

• The government’s decision to transition the equalisation levy it imposed on e-commerce transactions over time 
gives room for the U.S. to withdraw or slower some of the tariffs. 

• The ministerial-level talks also led to some decisions to ease access for some select agricultural products from 
both sides. 

• India has adopted the Trade Margin Rationalization approach for price regulation on certain medical device 
products to protect both consumer and supplier interests and this was acknowledged by the U.S. 

• Also, the relaunch of US-India Trade Policy Forum is a fresh reset chance back from the Donald Trump 
administration days indicating US’s interest in engaging with India in significant spheres. 

• The TPF statement also outlines the sectors and goods and services that need quick attention. 

• India should look into its trade posture and work for a more open approach towards a market that will remain 
the most critical, irrespective of the trade deals it is seeking with other nations. 

• India must seize this fresh initiative with the U.S. to cement its place in the new supply chains being envisaged. 

• For starters, it must pro-actively move away from the protectionism that is leading the globalised world adrift. 

2.7 The Post-Merkel Chapter in Indo-German Ties 

Why in news? 

An era of German politics ended as Angela Merkel handed over the chancellery to Olaf Scholz, opening a new chapter 
for Europe’s biggest democracy. 

Why is Angela Merkel’s tenure so significant? 

• Angela Merkel was the first woman Chancellor from the conservative party and has been the Chancellor for 16 
years from 2005 to 2021. 

• Her middle-of-the-road approach won her support at the domestic and European levels. 

• Thrice she formed a government with the Social Democrats, termed the “Grand Coalition”. 

• As a strong export-based economy, Germany under Merkel outperformed France, the UK, Spain, and Italy in 
Europe, and posted robust exports behind only China and the US. 

• During her tenure, the innovative “kurzarbeit” short-time work scheme saved thousands of jobs and prevented 
layoffs. 

What is the significance of this transition? 

• For the first time in 16 years, Germany has a government without the Christian Democratic Union. 

• Negotiations among the Social Democratic Party (red), the Free Democratic Party (yellow) and the Greens have 
resulted in the triparrtite“traffic light” coalition led by Olaf Scholz. 

• For the first time, the foreign ministry is headed by a woman, Annalena Baerbock. 
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What issues demand the immediate attention of the new Chancellor? 

• Concerns over the pandemic that continues to spiral 

• The risk of a looming conflict with Russia on the Ukrainian border 

• Maintaining European cohesion in the continuing wake of Britain’s departure from the European Union 

• Contending with Washington, an ally that has grown less dependable in recent years 

What is the scope for Ind0-German relations post Merkel era? 

• Significance of Ind0- German relations -The coalition document which was recently released contains a 
strong reference to India and the importance of strengthening the Indo-German strategic partnership. 

• India is mentioned very prominently in the coalition treaty, signalling the ever growing importance of the 
partnership between the two countries. 

• Convergence over sectors- Germany views India as an important partner for resolving global issues, 
including climate change, food security, energy and international peace and security. 

• The Merkel initiative of establishing inter-government consultations should continue. 

• Indo-Pacific – Germany, together with France, pushed for a European Union’s Indo-Pacific Strategy which 
was released in 2021. 

• India should be an important node while discussing issues relating to international security because Germany 
has an increased realisation of the importance of the Indo-Pacific. 

• Trade- India is also mentioned in the context of the EU-
India Connectivity Partnership as well as the Free Trade 
Agreement (FTA). 

• India and Germany must realise the cooperative goals of 
the IP guidelines by involving businesses. 

• German companies must be encouraged to use the 
liberalised PLI scheme to establish manufacturing hubs in 
India, which can export to ASEAN and Africa. 

• Countering China- The EU-India Connectivity 
Partnership was announced at the EU-India leaders 
meeting as a tool to counter China. 

• The coalition sees the conclusion of an India-EU BTIA as 
an important aspect that will help develop relations. 

• Energy and transportation- The high-speed railway project has been hanging on for some time now. 

• Germany can contribute to green railway infrastructure in a major way. 

• Contribution to African region- India and Germany may initiate an Africa vaccine production facility. 

• Germany has committed 250 million euro in loans to Africa for this. 

• If it is implemented with India, as in the Quad initiative, such a facility can be established in the underserved 
East African region. 

• Climate- Germany may pursue a more potent green foreign policy and climate agenda. 

• If the German foreign ministry starts adopting an aggressive green role and determines its foreign policy 
engagement based on how German values and climate issues are seen by its counterparts, it may affect the 
bilateral relations. 

• India and Germany must think afresh to engage more closely in areas of complementarity. 

2.8 India’s New Push for Stronger Ties with Europe 

Why in news? 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and French President Emmanuel Macron held extensive discussions on a range of 
bilateral and pressing global issues. 
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What bilateral issues have been discussed in the meeting? 

• Mr. Modi arrived France on the final leg of his three-nation European tour and held one-on-one and delegation-
level talks with Mr. Macron. 

• Bilateral trade- India and France enjoy a robust economic partnership with a bilateral trade of $7.86 billion 
(2020-21) and cumulative Foreign Direct Investment of $9.83 billion since April 2000. 

• Strategic partnership- The two leaders discussed ways to work together in making the India-France Strategic 
Partnership. 

• Food security-They also talked about food security issues and the FARM initiative, in which India will play a 
key role. 

• People- people linkages- India and France are fully committed to pursuing the implementation of 
the Partnership Agreement on Migration and Mobility to increase the mobility of students, graduates, 
professionals and skilled workers. 

• Sustainable Development- India and France expressed satisfaction at the adoption of the bilateral roadmap 
on Blue Economy and Ocean Governance and committed to accelerating its implementation. 

• Both sides are eager to foster cooperation on decarbonized hydrogen in order to build robust industrial 
partnerships and agreed to finalise a roadmap to take forward this cooperation. 

What is the position of the two countries regarding the global issues? 

• Both the leaders discussed regional and global issues including developments in Europe and in the Indo-Pacific. 

• Ukraine crisis- The two leaders also expressed serious concern at the ongoing 
conflict in Ukraine and called for an immediate cessation of hostilities to find an 
immediate end to the suffering of the people. 

• They underlined the need to respect the UN Charter, international law and the 
sovereignty and territorial integrity of states. 

• The two leaders spoke exchanged views on the cascading effect of the Ukraine 
crisis, in terms of shortages of food and commodities and how the two countries 
can partner together to address these challenges. 

• Taliban issue- On Afghanistan, India and France expressed serious concern on the humanitarian situation 
and violation of human rights. 

•  They called for an inclusive and representative government, and respect for the rights of women, children and 
minorities. 

• They also reaffirmed the UNSC Resolution 2593 (2021) and emphasized on zero tolerance for the use of Afghan 
territory for spreading terrorism in other parts of the world. 

What new domains were to be strengthened in the future? 

• The current global geopolitical challenges has made the two nations to prepare 
for the future together by further deepening their cooperation and expanding it 
in new domains. 

• India and France will continue to develop new partnerships in various formats 
with like-minded countries in the region and within regional organisations. 

• The two countries share a vision of a free, open and rules-based Indo-Pacific 
region, based on commitment to international law, respect for sovereignty and 
territorial integrity, freedom of navigation and a region free from coercion, tensions and conflicts. 

2.9 India and the U.K. Crafting a New Legacy 

Why in news? 

Recently, the U.K. Foreign Secretary had visited India and participated in the inaugural edition of India-U.K. Strategic 
Futures Forum, a Track 1.5 Dialogue, pushing the bilateral relationship on an upward trajectory. 

What are the areas of cooperation between the two countries? 

• 2030 Roadmap- India and the UK adopted the ambitious ‘Roadmap 2030’ to elevate bilateral ties to a 
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership. 
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• India’s Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative- The U.K. will join India’s Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative and 
become a major partner on maritime security issues in Southeast Asia. 

• The U.K. is a regional power in the Indo-Pacific as it possesses naval facilities in Oman, Singapore, Bahrain, 
Kenya, and British Indian Ocean Territory. 

• Defence cooperation- India is a key strategic partner for the U.K. and was underscored by signing of Defence 
and International Security Partnership between India and the U.K. in 2015. 

• Joint cyber security programme- A new joint cyber security programme is set to be announced to protect 
online infrastructure as both parties attempt to carry out joint exercises to combat threats from cyber criminals 
and ransomware. 

• Strategic Tech Dialogue- India and the U.K. plan to hold the first Strategic Tech Dialogue, a ministerial-level 
summit on emerging technologies. 

• British International Investment funding- The U.K. has confirmed 70 million euro of British 
International Investment funding to support the usage of renewable energy in India. 

• India–U.K. Free Trade Agreement- In January, India and U.K. managed to conclude the first round of 
talks for an India–U.K. Free Trade Agreement. 

• The negotiations reflected shared ambitions to secure a comprehensive 
deal between the fifth and sixth largest economies in the world as both 
sides covered over 26 policy areas. 

What are the new areas of cooperation? 

• The newer areas of cooperation include 

o Fintech 

o Market regulation 

o Sustainable and green finance 

o Cyber security 

• The notable success of the collaboration with Oxford-Astra Zeneca and 
the Serum Institute of India in producing Covishield vaccines in India has been one of the instances of successful 
cooperation. 

• The forthcoming visit of Mr. Johnson to New Delhi signifies the importance of India’s role in the dynamically 
changing global order as New Delhi prepares itself to host the G20 presidency in 2023. 

• As India seeks to carve out a new role for itself in the evolving global order as a ‘leading power’ and the U.K. 
recalibrates its strategic outlook post-Brexit, this is a unique moment in India-U.K. ties. 

• New geopolitical realities demand a new strategic and it is time to seize the moment to lay the foundations of a 
partnership that can respond adequately to the challenges of the 21st century. 

INDO-PACIFIC 

2.10 Indo-Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF) 

Why in news? 

The Indo-Pacific Economic Framework, launched by United States President Joe Biden is being joined by 12 other 
countries including India. 

What it IPEF? 

• The Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity (IPEF) aims to reassert U.S. economic engagement and 
to provide a U.S.-led alternative to China’s economic statecraft in the region. 

• The 12 countries other than the U.S. are India, Australia, Brunei, Indonesia, Japan, South Korea, Malaysia, New 
Zealand, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam (Taiwan is not part of it). 

• They together account for 40% of the world’s GDP. 

• US officials have emphasised that IPEF is not a free trade agreement but one that will offer flexibility. 
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• The negotiations will be along four main pillars. 

o Trade 

o Supply chain resiliency 

o Clean energy and decarbonisation 

o Tax and anti-corruption 

What about India and the IPEF? 

• India is committed to a free, open, and inclusive Indo-Pacific region and believes that deepening economic 
engagement among partners is crucial for continued growth, peace, and prosperity. 

• India is keen to collaborate with partner countries under the IPEF and work towards advancing regional 
economic connectivity, integration and boosting trade and investment within the region. 

• India (Lothal, the world’s oldest commercial port) has been a major centre in the trade flows of the Indo-Pacific 
region for centuries. 

• India’s main concern is on the issue of data localization for which a Bill that envisages a framework for localising 
Indian data and the establishment of a Data Protection Authority has been introduced. 

What aspects to the IPEF need further scrutiny? 

• U.S. officials have made it clear that it is neither a free trade agreement nor will it discuss tariff reductions or 
increasing market access, raising questions about its utility. 

• Much will depend on how inclusive the process is and there must be more clarity on its framework. 

• The four pillars also raise question on whether there is enough common ground among the countries to set 
standards together, or be open to issues that vary for each country. 

• The U.S.’s statement that the IPEF is essentially focused on “American workers” also raises questions on 
protectionist global trends. 

• Already three ASEAN countries, Cambodia, Laos and Myanmar, have decided to stay out of the framework’s 
launch. 

• Given the fact that the U.S.’s previous initiatives (the Blue Dot Network and the Build Back Better Initiative) 
have made little headway in changing the region’s infrastructural needs, the IPEF faces a credibility challenge. 

2.11 The Significance of the Indo-Pacific for India 

Why in news? 

Strengthening engagement with the Indo-Pacific region, stronger partnerships can enhance India’s reach and impact. 

What are the recent developments in the Indo-Pacific region? 

• India’s engagement with the Indo-Pacific is on rise with agreements like 

o An imminent early harvest trade deal with Australia 

o The sale of the Brahmos supersonic cruise missile systems to the Philippines 

• India’s Indo-Pacific strategy walks on two legs 

o Strengthening national engagement with the region- It elevates India’s salience in the Indo-
Pacific and raises Delhi’s value for its partners 

o Stronger partnerships with like-minded nations- It helps to boost India’s national capabilities, 
enhance its reach and impact. 

How well does the India’s approach fit into the US strategy? 

• The US acknowledges that India is a 

o like-minded partner 

o leader in South Asia and the Indian Ocean 

o active in and connected to Southeast Asia 

o a driving force of the Quad and other regional fora 
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o an engine for regional growth and development 

o promoter of  stability in South Asia 

o viable option to collaborate in new domains, such as health, space, and cyberspace 

• The US is looking at partners and like-minded countries that have the strategic incentive, political agency, and 
material capability to contribute to regional security. 

• The new Indo-Pacific Strategy document issued by the US recently admits that the US objectives of a free and 
open, connected, prosperous, secure, and resilient Indo-Pacific cannot be accomplished by the US acting alone. 

• It insists the requirement of an unprecedented cooperation with those who share in this vision and this is 
complemented by an appreciation of India’s capability in shaping strategic outcomes in the Indo-Pacific. 

• Administrations in the US views that a strong India that can stabilize Asia and the Indo-Pacific serves American 
regional interests. 

• Contrary to the Indian image of the Quad as a rigid alliance, the US strategy is to work in flexible groupings that 
pool collective strength. 

What are the current challenges? 

• Trade economists argue that bilateral pacts can’t be a substitute for larger regional agreements. 

• Delhi is also not on the same page as its partners like the US, EU, Japan, and Australia on the emerging digital 
trade issues. 

• Although India has had active military diplomacy recently, it has been affected by the inability to export weapons 
to friendly nations because of inadequate domestic defence industrial base. 

• India’s capacity to lead the region depends on its national capabilities and plugging its major internal 
weaknesses especially in the domains of trade and security. 

• Delhi’s decision to walk away from the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP), an Asia-wide 
free trade agreement and its new emphasis on Atmanirbhar Bharat (a self-reliant India) has generated 
widespread concerns about India’s protectionist trends. 

What was the accusation of China? 

• China accused the U.S. of “stoking geopolitical rivalry” by forming exclusive clubs. 

• It alleged that the U.S. was leading a “five-four-three-two” formation in the region by 

o strengthening the Five Eyes intelligence alliance 

o peddling the Quad 

o piecing together AUKUS 

o tightening bilateral military alliances 

• It said that the broader goal of the U.S. was to establish an Indo-Pacific version of NATO. 

• Beijing has repeatedly blamed NATO for the crisis in Ukraine and has also moved to reaffirm ties with Russia. 

What consequences might it have on Indo-China relations? 

• By equating the Quad, which is not a military pact, with other security agreements, China now also appears to 
be clearly situating India as a part of the U.S. exclusive club. 

• New Delhi will need to consider how this will impact its close relations with Russia. 

• Some in New Delhi have come to view Beijing’s aggressive moves along the LAC in 2020 as a warning sign to 
deter India-U.S. relations. 

• India’s response has been to continue deepening ties not only with the U.S. and the Quad but also other Indo-
Pacific partners. 

• Mr. Wang did acknowledge that recent “setbacks” in ties suited neither India nor China. 

• The two sides will meet on March 11 for the next round of military talks to take forward LAC disengagement. 

• As India and China continue to restore ties from the lowest point and ensure peace on the border, they will also 
need to have a broader conversation about global currents that are reshaping their bilateral relations. 
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What lies ahead? 

• But the Indian government argues that this is not a return to the past, but a new determination to strengthen 
domestic manufacturing capability. 

• Delhi is now looking to liberalise trade relations with strategic partners like Australia. 

• India has also intensified trade talks with the UAE, Israel and the UK. 

• India and the EU too have taken a political decision to resume talks on a long-stalled FTA. 

• There is great synergy between the US desire to empower allies and partners as they take on regional leadership 
roles themselves and India’s ambition to play a larger role in the Indo-Pacific. 

• Simultaneous pursuit of stronger national capability and more active participation in coalitions are 
interconnected parts in realising that Indian ambition. 

2.12 Illegal fishing in the Indo-Pacific 

What is the issue? 

The unregulated plunder of global fishing stock by China poses a grave threat to the livelihood and food security of 
millions of people. 

What is IUU fishing? 

• Illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing is a broad term that captures a wide variety of fishing activity. 

• Illegal fishing – It is conducted by foreign vessels in waters under the jurisdiction of a State, without the 
permission of that State, or in contravention of its laws and regulations. 

• Unreported fishing – Fishing which have not been reported, or have been misreported, to the relevant 
national authority, in contravention of national laws and regulations. 

• Unregulated fishing – It is conducted by relevant regional fisheries management organisation that is 
inconsistent with State responsibilities for the conservation of living marine resources under international law. 

• It is conducted by 

o By vessels without nationality 

o by those flying the flag of a State not party to that organization 

o by a fishing entity 

Why is illegal fishing seen as such a big threat? 

• Globally, fish provide about 3.3 billion people with 20% of their average animal protein intake. 

• Around 60 million people are engaged in fishing activities globally. 

• The unregulated plunder of global fishing stock poses a grave threat to the livelihood and food security of 
millions of people. 

• It is difficult to precisely quantify economic loss from illegal fishing. Some estimates peg it around USD 20 
billion annually. 

• Collapse of fisheries can destabilise coastal nations and pose a much bigger security risk. This can fuel human 
trafficking, drug crime and terror recruiting. 

• This will also result in serious ecological damage. 

Why is China blamed for IUU fishing? 

• The 2021 IUU Fishing Index, which maps 152 coastal countries, ranked China as the worst offender. 

• China is considered responsible for 80% to 95% illegal fishing in the Indo pacific region after having overfished 
its own waters. 

• China is known to incentivise illegal fishing with generous subsidies to meet its growing domestic demand. 

• China’s distant-water fishing (CDWF) is the largest in the world (17000 vessels). 

• These vessels, which can scoop staggering amounts of catch on every single voyage. They also employ destructive 
practise of bottom trawling. 
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• China also uses them to project strategic influence and to bully fishing vessels from weaker nations. 

How Quad plans to deter China? 

• Quad nations are getting ready to unveil a maritime surveillance initiative to protect exclusive economic zones 
in the Indo-Pacific against environmental damage. 

• The aim is to push back massive and reckless deep water fishing by Chinese trawlers in the region. 

• The idea is to monitor illicit fishing vessels that have their AIS (automatic identification system) transponders 
turned off to evade tracking. 

• The initiative will use satellite technology to connect existing surveillance centres in India, Singapore and the 
Pacific. 

• This will help establish a tracking system to combat IUU fishing. 

• The satellite-enabled dragnet will track IUU fishing activities from the Indian Ocean and South-east Asia to the 
South Pacific. 

• The move by the Quad security group is also seen to be aimed at reducing the small Pacific island nations’ 
growing reliance on China. 

3. INTERNATIONAL ISSUES 

3.1 Great Power Fatigue: The New World Disorder 

What is the issue? 

The American withdrawal from Afghanistan would shape regional geopolitics in Asia but it is certainly one of those 
developments that will have a far-reaching impact on global politics. 

What are the narratives about the American withdrawal? 

• The U.S.’s own will- The U.S. might have exited the country on its own will as it is undertaking a larger 
realignment in its foreign policy. 

• The U.S.’s failure- The U.S. might have failed to win the war in Afghanistan similar to the American pull-back 
from Vietnam in 1975. 

• The reorientation that is under way in American foreign policy, focused on China, certainly played a role in the 
Afghan withdrawal. 

• But that does not mean that the world’s most powerful military and economic power failed  to win the war in 
Afghanistan against the Taliban even after fighting them for 20 years. 

What do the historical examples showcase about the military setbacks of superpowers?  

• Superpowers suffering military setbacks at the hands of weaker forces would create a perception of weakness of 
great power fatigue that would prompt both their allies and rivals to rethink their strategic assessments. 

• British influence in West Asia- In 1956, Britain along with France backed Israel’s misadventure in the Suez 
against the U.S. and the Soviet Union. 

• Despite making military advances, the Anglo-French-Israeli troops had to withdraw from the Suez and Sinai of 
Egypt that marked the end of British influence in the West Asian region. 

• The U.S. withdrawal from Vietnam- In the 1970s, the U.S. withdrawal from Vietnam prompted the Soviets 
to act more aggressively. 

• In 1978, communists, backed by the Soviet Union, seized power in Kabul and and installed an ally in Kabul’s 
presidential palace. 

• Soviet withdrawal from Afghanistan- The inability to defeat the Mujahideen and Islamist guerillas who 
were backed by the U.S., Saudi Arabia and Pakistan led to the Soviet withdrawal from Afghanistan in 1989. 

• The communist regimes in Eastern Europe started crumbling, eventually leading to the disintegration of the 
Soviet Union. 
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How does the withdrawal of troops affect the U.S.? 

• The U.S. is far more powerful than the U.K. of 1956 and the Soviet Union of 1989 as it has seamless access to 
the world’s two vast oceans and definite borders and a continent under its command. 

• But the gradual erosion of the U.S.’s ability in shaping geopolitical outcomes has already shaken up the 
structures of American unipolarity. 

• In Iraq and Libya,the U.S. has failed to establish political stability and order after invasions. 

• The U.S. could not stop Russia taking Crimea from Ukraine in 2014 and even in Syria, the U.S. was bypassed by 
Russia. 

• Also, the way American troops were withdrawn from Afghanistan and the return of the Taliban to power 
strengthened the perception of great power fatigue and strengthened America’s rivals to openly challenge the 
U.S.-centric rules-based order. 

What are the current challenges for the U.S.? 

• Geopolitical competition from Russia- Russia has piled up about 175,000 troops on its border with 
Ukraine which could possibly order an invasion of Ukraine. 

• Russia has also backed Belarus President over the refugee crisis on the Polish border of the European Union. 

• Through these incidents, Russia is sending a message to the West that the region stretching from the Baltic Sea 
to the Black Sea is a Russian sphere of influence. 

• Issues in West Asian region - Iran, which has unilaterally withdrawn from the 2015 nuclear deal, has 
insisted that the U.S. should first remove the sanctions and give assurance that it would not violate the terms of 
the agreement. 

• But, the U.S. has promised to lift nuclear sanctions on Iran only if the Islamic Republic returns to the deal. 

• As both sides stick to their positions, the attempt to revive the agreement through talks in Vienna is in a halt. 

• The South China Sea issue - China is sending dozens of fighter jets into the so-called Taiwan Air Defence 
Identification Zone, triggering speculation on whether Beijing was considering taking Taiwan by force. 

• As the U.S. is trying to shift its focus to the Indo-Pacific region to tackle China’s rise (through the AUKUS 
partnership), China is becoming more assertive in this region. 

What choices do the U.S. have? 

• Imposing sanctions- The U.S. and its European allies could impose harsher sanctions on Russia but the 
sanctions imposed on Russia after the Crimean annexation in 2014 did little to prevent Russia from taking more 
military steps. 

• Economic sanctions will also drive Russia further into the Chinese embrace, strengthening the Eurasian 
partnership which is a critical challenge to American interests. 

• Lifting sanctions- With regard to Iran, if the U.S. lifts the sanctions, it could be read as another sign of 
weakness. 

• If the U.S.  does not impose sanctions and if the Vienna talks collapse, Iran could continue to enrich uranium to 
a higher purity, attaining a de facto nuclear power status without a bomb which would be against America’s 
declared goals in West Asia. 

• Reluctance to use hard power- The U.S. would not prefer to get involved in another conflict as the 
structures of the new Cold War are taking shape. 

• The transition from American unipolarity into something that is still unknown has put America in a strategic 
dilemma of should it stay focused on China or continue to act as a global policeman of the liberal order. 

3.2 US-North Korean Nuclear and Missile Diplomacy 

Why in news? 

North Korea has resumed back its largest fissile material production reactor at the Yongbyon complex which was ceased 
back in 2018.  
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What are the developments in Pyongyang’s Nuclear Programme ? 

During 20th century: 

• In 1994, Pyongyang barred IAEA access to the Yongbyon complex 

• A peace deal called 1994 Agreed Framework was signed by President Bill Clinton, requiring Pyongyang to 
freeze all nuclear activity and allow inspection of its military sites in return for the construction of two light 
water reactors. 

•  But the accord broke down in 2002 

During the tenure of President George W. Bush: 

• North Korea unilaterally withdrew from  Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons Treaty  (NPT) in 2003 

• It  is not a party to CTBT and Chemical Weapons Convention 

• President George W. Bush referred North Korea as a part of the “axis of evil” 

• North Korea was placed on the terrorism list after the 1987 bombing of a South Korean airplane 

• In order to enforce its denuclearisation commitment ,Pyongyang blew up the cooling tower at the Yongbyon 
complex in 2008 

• Later  it barred IAEA inspectors access to its reprocessing plant in the Yongbyon complex as like 1994 

During the tenure of President Donald Trump: 

• In 2017, North Korea successfully tested its first intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM), and conducted a 
thermonuclear weapon test 

• In 2019 North Korea offered to fully dismantle in exchange for securing complete relief from international 
economic sanctions 

• North Korea resumed its short-range ballistic missile tests after the bilateral talks stalled 

During the tenure of President Joe Biden: 

• The Biden administration has declared its readiness to resume negotiations with Pyongyang 

• But Mr.Kim has overturned the offers untils sanctions are removed 

• Yongbyon complex resumed its operation to generate plutonium and highly enriched uranium for the 
development of atomic bombs 

• Also, North Korea test fired  its first strategic cruise missile with possible nuclear capability recently 

• North Korea’s missile capacity has been enhanced to strike even the territory of U.S. 

How U.S. does perceives the North Korea’s actions? 

• North Korea holding to the deterrence theory that nuclear weapons are intended to deter other states from 
attacking appears hollow 

• The UN treaty on complete abolition of atomic arms is the morally superior alternative 

• The U.S.’s key goal in north-eastern Asia is the de-nuclearization of the Korean peninsula and it views diplomacy 
as the only practical way to achieve this. 

3.3 Texas School Shooting 

Why in news? 

Despite a high rate of gun violence such as the recent Texas shooting in the school, the country’s politicians and voters 
continue resisting changes to their gun laws. 

What are the incidents of gun attack? 

• Recently, a man shot dead at least 19 children and two adults, including a teacher, at an elementary school in 
Uvalde, Texas. 

• In Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School attack (2018), a former student of the school in Parkland, Florida, 
opened fire, killing 17 people and wounding 17 others. 
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• A similar major shooting occurred at Sandy Hook elementary school in Newtown, Connecticut, in 2012, in which 
20 first graders and six school employees perished. 

• Overall, there have been at least 26 school shootings in 2022 alone and at 
least 118 incidents since 2018. 

• Children are not spared when it comes to the cost of US gun violence. 

What is the stance of the politicians? 

• Since the Sandy Hook attack, 13 states controlled by Democrats have enacted 
or expanded background checks for new gun purchases. 

• However, 14 states controlled by Republicans, have passed laws allowing 
their citizens to carry guns with no permit process at all. 

• As of 2021, Republicans remain staunchly opposed to new gun regulations, arguing that the Second Amendment 
is sacrosanct and should not be infringed by virtually any legislation. 

• One of the key and defining characteristics of gun owners is that they associate the right to own guns with their 
personal sense of freedom and identity. 

• In 2021, Republicans framed gun control laws as part of the country’s history of 
racism arguing that gun control acts impinge on the rights of minority 
communities. 

What is the need of the hour? 

• There is an urgent need for 

o an assault weapons ban 

o expanded background checks for gun ownership 

o boosted funding for federal enforcement agencies regulating gun 
proliferation 

• Critics of gun control laws have often framed mass shootings as a symptom and not the disease, citing mental 
health illnesses as the root cause that needs to be treated. 

3.4 Pandora Papers: How US states help rich foreigners shield assets 

What is the issue? 

The release of the Pandora Papers report by International Consortium of Investigative Journalists has shed 
light on the financial dealings of the elite and the corrupt. 

What is the report about? 

• The report mentions how the elite and the corrupt have used offshore accounts 
and tax havens to shield trillions of dollars in assets. 

• It has disclosed secret accounts in trusts scattered throughout the United 
States, including 81 in South Dakota, 37 in Florida and 35 in Delaware. 

• Among those who have used South Dakota trusts as tax havens are Guillermo 
Lasso, president of Ecuador, and family members of Carlos Morales Troncoso, 
former vice president of Dominican Republic.  

What attracts money to these states? 

• Elimination of rule against perpetuities by tax havens allow the 
establishment of so-called dynasty trusts in which wealth can be passed across 
generations while avoiding federal estate taxes. 

• Laws in South Dakota and Delaware allow asset protection trusts which aid wealthy lawyers and doctors to 
shield their assets from malpractice claims. 

• They can be used to protect assets from ex-spouses, future spouses, disgruntled business partners or angry 
clients. 

• They also provide wealthy people with considerable flexibility in establishing, controlling and modifying trusts 
as they see fit. 
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• Trusts established in Delaware are not subject to state income tax if the beneficiaries are not Delaware residents. 

• South Dakota does not tax personal income, corporate income or capital gains. 

• South Dakota provides extensive privacy protections for assets held in trusts 
while Delaware registers limited liability companies, including shell 
companies to hide assets or financial transactions. 

How do the states benefit? 

• Delaware collected almost $81 million in franchise taxes from banks and trust 
companies in fiscal 2020. 

• A 2011 report estimated that out-of-state trusts had contributed between $600 million and $1.1 billion per year 
to Delaware’s economy. 

What have been done about it? 

• Tighter scrutiny of trust companies working with foreign clients has been called. 

• The Corporate Transparency Act requires many businesses to identify their beneficial owners who exercise 
substantial control or who own or control at least 25% of the ownership interests. 

• The law also aims at banning anonymous shell companies that have been used to hide financial dealings and 
launder money, but it includes several exemptions. 

3.5 A whiff of trouble in the Nord Stream Pipeline 

What is the issue? 

What was meant to be an ordinary energy project from Russia to Germany is now a powerful geopolitical tool. 

What is Nord stream 2? 

• It is a natural gas pipeline project (1,225 km ) under the Baltic Sea from the Russian city of Ust-Luga to the 
German city of Lubmin 

• The construction began in 2015 by Russia. 

• This avoids transit through Ukraine and other European countries. 

• Russia’s main energy company Gazprom took ownership of the project’s operator, the Switzerland-based 
company Nord Stream 2 AG. 

• The project was expected to double the capacity of the existing pipeline, Nord Stream 1. 

Why is USA concerned about the pipeline? 

• There is a strong opposition from USA and 
European countries of Austria, Germany, Hungary 
and the Netherlands. 

• They view the project as a political weapon. 

• They believe that it would render more bargaining 
power to Russia while dealing with Europe and its 
energy market. 

• E.g Russia is blamed for an intentional decrease in 
gas supplies to Europe during winter, aiming to 
speed up the Nord Stream 2 pipeline by European 
Union (EU) market regulators. 

• However, Russia says that project is purely a 
commercial, which is shorter, cheaper, and economically more viable, compared to the gas transit through 
multiple European countries. 

How did USA respond to the project? 

• In 2019, U.S. President Donald Trump had signed a law that imposed sanctions on any EU company that was 
involved in completing the Nord Stream 2 pipeline. 
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• USA fears the pipeline would reduce its own share in the lucrative European market for American liquefied 
natural gas (LNG). 

What was Germany’s response? 

• Germany opposed the US sanctions, stating that they were able to decide their own energy policies without an 
interference. 

• So, in May 2021, US decided to issue a national security waiver for the Nord Stream 2 AG. 

• The main reason was apparently to restore trust and close cooperation between the U.S. and Germany. 

• Besides, the agreement aimed to invest more than €200 million in energy security in Ukraine, as well as 
sustainable energy across Europe 

How important is Nord stream 2 pipeline for Germany? 

• Germany imported about 40% of natural gas from Russia, 34% from Norway, 29% from the Netherlands, with 
only around 10% from Germany’s own gas fields. 

• Of Germany’s electricity production 

o 25% comes from coal 

o 25% from renewable sources, 

o 16% from natural gas 

o 11% from nuclear energy. 

• The dispute takes place at a time when Germany is gradually moving towards renewable sources of energy. 

• Germany plans to shut down its nuclear and coal power plants. 

• This winter Europe is facing a huge demand in its energy market 

• The wholesale energy prices have more than doubled in 2021, and there is a limited supply of fossil fuels 
altogether. 

What are the latest developments? 

• In November 2021, Germany suspended the certification procedure for Nord Stream 2. 

• The suspension comes as Nord Stream 2 AG plans to establish a subsidiary under German law only for the 
German section of the pipeline. 

• According to Germany's Federal Network Agency the company fails to meet conditions to be an "independent 
transmissions operator" 

• It could be certified only if that operator was organized in a legal form under German law. 

• This means further delays in project commencement. 

• Meanwhile, tensions have been growing between Russia and the NATO allies, amidst fears of Russia’s invasion 
into Ukrainian territories 

• The new German Chancellor will have to make difficult choices going forward. 

• Some EU leaders have called for termination of project from Germany in the event of further military escalation. 

• What was meant to be an ordinary energy project has transformed itself into a powerful geopolitical tool, 
available to every stakeholder involved, and even beyond. 

3.6 The China-Taiwan Tussle 

What is the issue? 

A statement by US President Joe Biden suggesting that any attempt by China to invade Taiwan would attract American 
military intervention set off an angry response from the government in Beijing. 

What is the history of China-Taiwan relation? 

• Taiwan earlier known as Formosa and formally as the Republic of China (ROC) is a self-ruled island that lies 

about 161 kilometres off the east coast of mainland China.  
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• The island is located in the East China Sea, to the northeast of Hong Kong, north of the Philippines and south 
of South Korea, and southwest of Japan. 

• It is a democracy with a separate government and a military. 

• The Republic of China (ROC) was established in 1912 in the 
mainland China. 

• At that time, Taiwan was still under the Japanese colonial rule as a 
result of the 1895 Treaty of Shimonoseki, by which the Qing ceded 
Taiwan to Japan. 

• Taiwan observes October 10 as its national day as it was on this day 
in 1911 that sections of the Manchu army rose in rebellion, leading 
ultimately to the overthrow of the Qing dynasty. 

• ROC had found its feet in the 1920s under the leadership of Dr Sun 
Yat-sen, founder of the Kuomintang (KMT) Party. 

• The ROC government began exercising jurisdiction over Taiwan in 
1945 after Japan surrendered at the end of World War II. 

• The ROC government relocated to Taiwan in 1949 while fighting a 
civil war with the Chinese Communist Party. 

• The ROC was the only China recognised at the UN until 1971. 

• In 1971, the UNGA recognised the People’s Republic of China (PRC) as the only legitimate representative of 
China to the global body which led to the withdrawal of ROC from the U.N. 

• The PRC believed that Taiwan must be reunified with the mainland while the ROC has held out as an 
independent country. 

• The RoC became the non-communist frontier against China during the Cold War. 

When did the tensions with China begin to acquire a serious dimension? 

• In 1954-55, and in 1958, the PRC bombed the Jinmen, Mazu, and Dachen islands under Taiwan’s control. 

• The Congress passed the Formosa Resolution authorising President Dwight D Eisenhower to defend RoC 
territory. 

• In 1955, Premier Zhou En-lai declared at the Bandung Conference that he wanted negotiations with the US. 
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• But as civil war broke out in Lebanon in 1958, China resumed the bombing, provoking the US to supply 
Taiwanese outposts on the islands. 

• The PRC and ROC then arrived at an arrangement to bomb each other’s garrisons on alternate days which 
continued until 1971. 

• The most serious encounter was in 1995-96, when China began testing missiles in the seas around Taiwan, 
triggering the biggest US mobilisation in the region since the Vietnam War. 

How has Taiwan’s recent political and economic history unfolded? 

• Starting from the 1990s, and despite the missile crisis, relations between the PRC 
and RoC improved, and trade ties were established. 

• As the British prepared to exit Hong Kong in 1999, the “One China, Two Systems” 
solution was offered but it was rejected by the Taiwanese. 

• The One Country Two Systems policy was originally proposed by Deng Xiaoping in 
the late 1970s.  

• Currently Hong Kong and Macau Special Administrative Regions have been placed under this system. 

• President Joe Biden has so far walked a thin line between pledging support for Taiwan and keeping the lid on 
tensions with Beijing. 

• The US backs Taiwan’s independence, maintains ties with Taipei, and sells weapons to it but agreed to abide by 
the US-China’s “Taiwan Agreement”, under which it supports for the “One China Policy”. 

• Taiwan agreement allows Washington to maintain a robust unofficial relationship with Taiwan. 

• The "One-China policy" is a policy asserting that there is only one sovereign state under the name China, as 
opposed to the idea that there are two states, the PRC and the ROC. 

• In 2004, China started drafting an anti-secession law aimed at Taiwan. 

• In 2009, Taiwan attended the World Health Assembly as an observer, marking its first participation in an 
activity of the U.N. since its withdrawal in 1971. 

What is the current tension about? 

• Although largely unrecognised by other countries, Taiwan, officially the Republic of China (RoC), sees itself as 
a de jure sovereign state. 

• Since Taiwan is entirely dependent on the US for its defence, every spike in military tensions between China and 
Taiwan injects more hostility in the already strained relationship. 

• The 2016 election of President Tsai marked the onset of a sharp pro-independence phase in Taiwan and the 
current tensions coincided with her re-election in 2020. 

• China also conducted a military exercise in the Taiwan Strait, which separates Taiwan from mainland China. 

• In October 2020, President Xi Jinping asked the Chinese army to prepare 
for war triggering alarm in Taiwan. 

• Taiwan reported repeated incursions of Chinese jets in its air defence zone. 

• Coinciding with the 72nd anniversary celebrations, China flew over 100 
fighter jets into Taiwan’s air defence identification zone setting off alarm 
around the world that it was prepping to take over the island by force. 

• In October 10, 2021 Xi spoke about peaceful reunification of the 
motherland. 

• Xi appeared to allay fears of a forcible takeover, and spoke about peaceful 
reunification but underlined that the historical task of the complete 
reunification of the motherland will definitely be fulfilled. 

• The Biden Administration declared America’s “rock solid” commitment to 
Taiwan. 

• After speaking with Xi in 2021, Biden had said that they had agreed to abide by the “Taiwan Agreement”, under 
which US support for the “One China Policy” is premised on Beijing not invading Taiwan. 
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What are the implications of the rising tensions for India? 

• India and Taiwan currently maintain “trade and cultural exchange” offices in each other’s capitals. 

• India has been reported to be in talks with Taipei to bring a $7.5-billion semiconductor chip manufacturing 
plant to India. 

• There have been suggestions that India should review its One China Policy and use not just the Tibet card, but 
also develop more robust relations with Taiwan to send a message to Beijing. 

3.7 China’s Evergrande Crisis 

What is the issue? 

Chinese real estate conglomerate Evergrande Group has been in the news recently over its inability to pay interest on its 
huge debt obligations. 

What is the trouble at Evergrande? 

• The Evergrande Group is China’s second-largest real estate company in terms of total sales and employs over 
200,000 employees. 

• Its core business deals with buying land, developing them into houses, restaurants and so on and selling them 
to interested buyers 

• The company uses large amounts of debt from banks and investors as well as short-term loans to fund its 
business. 

• It has total liabilities worth over $300 billion and has to pay around $37 billion in interest and maturing debt 
over the next year. 

• Its share price has dropped over 80% in the last one year and hit a 10-year low. 

• The company has also taken money in advance from buyers and from its own employees but has defaulted on 
these products 

Why is the company in trouble? 

• Almost a third of the Chinese GDP is made up of the property sector with Chinese authorities traditionally 
encouraging businesses to take on huge amounts of debts 

• But the recent Chinese government’s rules for property developers called ‘three red lines” that states how 
much a property developer can borrow given its financial position as measured by three debt metrics 

• This policy practically cut off Evergrande from taking on any more debt on its balance sheet 

• Some analysts argue that the company’s business model has been unsustainable for a long time. 

• It was said that the company held properties that it could not sell on its balance sheet as inventory to avoid 
booking of losses. 

• The company was also accused of running a ponzi scheme as it needed constant inflow of funds to prop up a 
business model that is fundamentally unsustainable 

• Many have called the Evergrande crisis China’s own ‘Lehman moment’ where the failure of U.S. bank 
Lehman Brothers precipitated the 2008 financial crisis 

What lies ahead? 

• Any bailout by Chinese government will require the creation of a fresh supply of money which in turn will debase 
the value of the Chinese currency. 

• Foreign investors with exposure to Evergrande may experience losses. 

• Any slowdown in the Chinese economy in the course of rebalancement away from the property sector will have 
effects on the global supply chain. 

• For instance, metal stocks in India have witnessed a sharp correction in attribution to fears of a slump in Chinese 
demand. 

• Some critics have warned investors to refrain from investing in China pointing to the absence of the rule of law. 

• Some analysts believe that Chinese growth could drop to as low 1-2% as the country massively rebalances its 
economy. 
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3.8 China-Solomon Islands Pact 

Why in news? 

China’s government announced that it had signed a landmark security 
pact with the Solomon Islands, evoking concern from Australia and the 
U.S. 

What is the agreement about? 

• The agreement is the first of its kind that China has agreed with 
any country which is basically an inter-governmental framework 
agreement on security cooperation. 

• Under the agreement, the two sides will conduct cooperation in 
areas such as maintenance of social order, protection of the 
safety of people’s lives and property, humanitarian assistance 
and natural disaster response. 

• It is unclear how China plans to support the Solomon Islands in 
maintaining social order and whether Chinese security forces will 
be deployed. 

• But, according to a draft that was leaked last month, the Solomon Islands can request police and military 
personnel to assist in maintaining social order 

• China can also make ship visits and use its ports for logistics. 

What is the response of the Indo-Pacific countries? 

• Australia- Australia is just 2000km south of the Solomon Islands and has seen years of escalating tensions 
with China. 

• Australia was deeply disappointed and concerned about the lack of transparency with which this agreement has 
been developed, noting its potential to undermine stability in the region. 

• New Zealand- New Zealand said the country was saddened that the Solomon Islands had made the pact. 

• The U.S. - The US National Security Council official is due to arrive in the Solomon Islands for high-level talks. 

• The US has said it will re-open its embassy in the Solomon Islands, which has been closed since 1993. 

Why is this pact a cause of concern? 

• Regional security- The significance of the pact extends beyond the immediate regional security concerns in 
the Pacific. 

• Military bases- For decades, China insisted it would never open a military base abroad, but, in 2017, the PLA 
put into use its first foreign base in Djibouti. 

• The Solomon Islands government said the agreement does not imply China will build a base there. 

• Interference- Chinese media have mentioned China-Pakistan patrols in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir. 

• Reports have suggested the deployment of security forces in Tajikistan near the Wakhan corridor that links 
Afghanistan and Xinjiang. 

• Neglection of doctrines- Key pillar of China’s peaceful rise doctrine was popularised by Panchsheel — the 
“non-interference” in the internal affairs of other countries. 

• China’s past commitments on military bases and non-interference were intended to show the world Beijing 
would not seek to become a global supreme leader but its intention does not square with that idea. 

3.9 The Persistent Growth of China 

Why in news? 

In the post-pandemic era, China is positioning itself to cause an unprecedented change in industrialisation. 

How is the China’s economy performing in the recent years? 

• Despite the trade wars and the COVID-19 crisis, China outperformed in the economic growth. 
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• In 2020, when other economies were struggling to cope with the effects of the pandemic, China’s manufacturing 
output was 3.854 trillion dollars. 

• China’s economy grew by 8.1% in 2021, aided by growth in industrial production. 

• Industrial production rose by 4.3% in December 2021 compared to 2020. 

• Fixed asset investment grew by 4.9% whereas investment in manufacturing grew by 13.5% in 2021. 

• China’s gross domestic product grew by 2.2% in 2020 from the previous year. 

What was the expected change in China’s trade due to the pandemic? 

• De-factorisation- It was expected that the COVID-19, geopolitical 
tensions and high tariffs would move factories away from the world’s 
factory (China). 

• There was expectation that the 4 trillion dollar worth of manufacturing 
which is happening in China would get dispersed to new locations. 

• While the rest of the world debated and waited for de-factorisation of 
China, the Chinese economy seems to have recovered from a short-lived 
pandemic because of the idea of ‘dual circulation’. 

• Dual circulation- There would be more reliance on ‘internal 
circulation’, which is the domestic cycle of production, distribution and 
consumption supported by innovation and upgrading in the economy. 

• The ‘external circulation’ intended to speed up the process of surplus accumulation would lose its primacy over 
time. 

• China continued its emphasis on industrialisation and cut its dependence on global trade and markets. 

How is China stimulating the growth of the economy? 

• China is using its increasingly skilled labour force and strategic raw 
materials to enhance its already highly developed manufacturing 
capabilities. 

• This is pushing industrialisation toward ‘advanced manufacturing’ 
and higher levels of automation thus transforming China’s factories for 
the fourth Industrial Revolution. 

• It is boosted by adoption of artificial intelligence (AI) to reduce 
operational costs and enhance efficiency. 

• Chinese manufacturing is moving towards sectors that are less exposed to lower cost competition. 

• During the pandemic there has been a surge in the use of a combination of software, hardware and robotics. 

• As an early mover, China is laying the groundwork for setting itself up to be a leader. 

• It looks like the dividends are already evident in the GDP numbers. 

3.10 China’s Draft Law to Protect Women’s Rights 

Why in news? 

Amid a growing number of sexual harassment and domestic violence cases, China is set to update and strengthen its 
nearly 3 decade old law to protect women’s rights both at the workplace and at home. 

What is the draft amendment about? 

• The Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress began to review a draft amendment to the “Law on 
the Protection of the Rights and Interests of Women”. 

• The proposed legislation lays down a specific definition for discrimination against women for the first time. 

• The revised draft provides detailed descriptions of what would qualify as sexual harassment in the workplace, 
including inappropriate behaviour, sexually explicit images or offering benefits in exchange for sexual favours. 

• The draft covers beyond the workplace including the traditional family structure, and even allows women to 
seek compensation after divorce. 
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What does the draft amendment say about women’s rights in the workplace? 

• Gender preferences- Employers are banned from stating gender preferences in job ads or asking female 
applicants about their marital and pregnancy status. 

• Employers are also prohibited from firing or reducing a woman’s salary if she chooses to get married or have a 
baby. 

• Definition of ‘sexual harassment’- This includes subjecting women to verbal expressions with sexual 
connotations or any other inappropriate sexual behaviour without their consent. 

• The draft also prohibits offering benefits in exchange for sex. 

What about women’s rights at home? 

• Duties- The new regulations also clarify the duties of both the husband and the wife within the traditional 
family structure. 

• Divorce- In case of divorce, women have the right to ask for 
compensation if they believe they have been shouldering more 
duties at home. 

• This comes after a court in Beijing granted a housewife a 50,000 
yuan payout from her husband for 5 years of unpaid labour. 

• Harassment- It prohibits harassing the women under the form 
of being in a relationship or after a relationship ends. 

• Equality- It also bans practices that could be mentally 
manipulative where women are made to believe that they are 
inferior to their partners. 

What is the need for such an update now? 

• Increase in crimes against women- In recent years, the country has witnessed a growing debate on crimes 
against women as more domestic violence and sexual harassment cases have been reported in recent years. 

• Suppression of #MeToo movement- China has been widely criticised for doing little to protect sexual 
harassment survivors and attempting to suppress the #MeToo movement in its nascent stages. 

• Gender-based discrimination in the workplace- Many women in China have long faced discrimination 
based on their marital status. 

• As per Chinese law, women are entitled to about 98 days of maternity leave and employers are mandated to pay 
maternity insurance. 

• But many Chinese companies are reluctant to pay salaries during maternity leave. 

• National policies- According to a report released by Human Rights Watch (HRW), gender gap, the lack of 
anti-discrimination laws and the two child policy were behind this phenomenon. 

3.11 Implications of US-China Trade War 

What is the issue? 

The trade-and-technology war between the US and China that began in 
2018 has hardly made a reduction in US trade deficit. 

How the trade war started? 

• In 2018, US President Donald Trump unilaterally imposed a 25 per 
cent tariff on Chinese imports of around $34 billion and further 
tariffs in 2018 and 2019. 

• He accused China for “unfair trade practices” and “technology 
theft”. 

• The trade war was continued by the administration of President Joe 
Biden and was morphed into a technology war. 

• The US has denied China both the knowledge and inputs for producing frontier goods and services as well as 
access to markets, affecting semiconductor production and 5G technology. 
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What are the concerns of U.S.? 

• Trade deficit - The broader context of the trade war was the growing merchandise trade deficit of the US which 
was $735 billion in 2016. 

• Pandemic reliance - Imports into the US from China in 
the first half of 2021 were on average 46% higher than in 
the first half of 2020. 

• Hi-Tech imports - One of the more obvious concerns of 
US trade policy with regard to China is the growing 
significance of high-technology imports. 

• Security fears – U.S has recently restricted China’s 
access to semiconductor chips that are essential for new 
5G-enabled smartphones. 

• Sanctions have been imposed on Chinese telecom giants 
ZTE and Huawei for alleged espionage and ties to the 
“techno-authoritarianism” of the Chinese state. 

To know more about US – China relations, click here 

What will be the implications of the U.S. policy towards China? 

• The aggressive strategy by the US is putting the economic territory of the future (whether in the form of 
communication technologies like 5G or renewable energy solutions) at risk. 

• The trade war has hardly made any reduction on US trade deficit. 

• The macroeconomic processes within the US that were likely to generate trade deficits have to be looked upon 
rather putting the blame on China. 

3.12 The Kuril Island Dispute  

What is the issue? 

Japan’s Diplomatic Bluebook for 2022 described the Kuril Islands as being under Russia’s “illegal occupation”. 

What are the Kuril Islands/ Northern Territories? 

• Japan calls the Kuril Islands as Northern Territories while Russia calls it as the South Kurils. 

• These are a set of four islands situated between the Sea of Okhotsk and the Pacific Ocean near the north of 
Japan's northernmost prefecture, Hokkaido. 

• The Soviet Union had seized the islands at the end of World War II and by 1949 had expelled its Japanese 
residents. 

• Japan claims that the disputed islands have been part of itsince the early 19th century. 

What lies behind the dispute? 

• Japan’s claim- Japan’s sovereignty over the islands is confirmed by several treaties like 

o The Shimoda Treaty of 1855 

o The 1875 Treaty for the exchange of Sakhalin for the Kuril Islands (Treaty of St. Petersburg) 

o The Portsmouth Treaty of 1905 

• Russia’s claim- Russia claims its sovereignity by quoting 

o The Yalta Agreement (1945) 

o The Potsdam Declaration (1945) 

o The San Francisco Treaty of 1951 

• Persisting differences- Under Article 2 of the treaty, Japan had “renounced all right, title and claim to the 
Kuril Islands.” 

• However, Japan argues that the San Francisco Treaty cannot be used here as the Soviet Union never signed the 
peace treaty. 
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• Japan also refuses to concede that the four disputed islands were in fact part of the Kuril chain. 

• The islands that Japan considers its own are named 

o Kunashiri (known in Russian as Kunashir) 

o Etorofu (Iturup) 

o Shikotan 

o Habomai islets 

Have there been attempts at resolution? 

• Japan-Soviet Joint Declaration 1956- The declaration restored diplomatic relations between the two 
nations. 

• In 1956, it was suggested that two of the four islands would be returned to Japan once a peace treaty was signed. 

• In 1960, Japan and the United States signed the Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and Security by which the US 
adopted the role of guarantor of Japanese security and laid the foundations for continued American military 
presence in the Pacific. 

• The influence of the United hampered the signing of a peace treaty between Soviet and Japan. 

• Recognition of dispute- The Soviet Union later hardened its position and only in 1991 it recognised that the 
islands were the subject of a territorial dispute. 

• Joint economic development- Under the then Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s tenure, joint economic 
development of the disputed islands was explored. 

 

• Both countries had agreed to have bilateral negotiations and Russia was even willing to give back the Shikotan 
Island and the Habomai islets to Japan after the conclusion of a peace treaty as per the 1956 declaration. 

• But nationalist sentiments on both sides prevented resolution of the dispute. 

What is the current issue and what lies ahead? 

• Japan stresses that the Kuril Islands must be demilitarised if any serious proposals are to come to fruition. 
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• Soon after the Russian invasion of Ukraine, Japan made a statement that Russia had occupied the southern part 
of the Kuril Islands, thereby violating international law. 

• Japan has been among the most loyal of Western allies in denouncing Russian aggression and punishing it with 
sanctions. 

• Japan’s Diplomatic Bluebook for 2022 describing the Kuril Islands as being under Russia’s “illegal occupation” 
will further damage relations between the two countries. 

• Japan might have felt that this is a good opportunity to further isolate Russia and paint it as a “habitual offender” 
of international law. 

• Japan has also said that a constructive relationship with China is best for both parties purposefully not 
mentioning directly to the Senkaku Islands dispute. 

• Japan’s policy shift on the Kuril Islands might affect the bilateral relations with Russia while advancing the 
possibility of its two neighbours, China and Russia, coming together against it. 

3.13 Iran Nuclear Talks echoes in the Gulf 

What is the issue? 

Israel and the six states of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) are watching the developments of JCPOA talks very 
closely as their interests directly have an effect on the outcome of the discussions. 

What is JCPOA? 

• The Iran nuclear agreement, formally known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), is a landmark 
accord that was signed in July 2015 between P5+1 (China, France, Russia, the United Kingdom, the United 
States plus Germany) and Iran. 

• The agreement aimed to restrict Iran's ability to develop nuclear weapons in exchange for lifting economic 
sanctions against Tehran. 

• As part of the deal, Iran agreed to reduce its stockpile of enriched uranium by 98% and limit uranium 
enrichment to 3.67%. 

• It also agreed to give access to inspectors from the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), the UN's nuclear 
watchdog agency, to its nuclear facilities. 

• Eventually, the deal has been withdrawn by Trump in 2018. 

• This led to Tehran effectively abandoning the JCPOA altogether by gradually violating the pact since 2019. 

• By November 2020, the UN's nuclear watchdog said Iran's stockpile of low-enriched uranium was more than 12 
times the limit set under the JCPOA. 

• Iranian authorities confirmed that it had produced 55 kg of uranium enriched up to 20%, well above the limits 
under the 2015 deal and closer to weapons-grade levels (roughly 90%). 

What is the engagement of GCC with Iran? 

• The UAE- The UAE had first reached out to Iran in July 
2019, when its senior officials visited Tehran to discuss 
maritime security. 

• Recently, Iran’s chief negotiator visited Abu Dhabi, 
possibly to seek the UAE’s good offices to facilitate an 
agreement with the U.S. 

• The UAE’s ties with Israel has been enhanced and the UAE 
is making it clear that in its regional partnerships it does 
not have a zero-sum approach 

• Saudi Arabia- Since April 2021, Saudi Arabia and Iran 
have had five meetings in Baghdad mainly to rebuild 
confidence, re-establish diplomatic ties and address 
specific areas of conflict, Yemen and Syria. 
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• Isolation from the U.S. partnership- Following the U.S. assassination of Iranian general Qassem 
Soleimani in January 2020, the UAE and Saudi Arabia had called on the U.S. to reduce regional tensions, 
recognising that more conflict would bring the GCC states in the direct line of an Iranian retaliation. 

• The GCC countries’ isolation from the U.S.’ security partnership has been further encouraged by President Joe 
Biden’s disengagement from the region in order to contain China in the Indo-Pacific. 

What is the progress of the Vienna negotiations? 

• Iran is engaged in negotiations in Vienna on matters relating to the JCPOA. 

• Iran’s demands 

o Return of the U.S. to the JCPOA 

o Removal of the U.S. sanctions 

o Assurance that a future U.S. administration will not withdraw from the agreement 

• The U.S.’s stand- It is it impossible for the U.S. to accept Iran’s demands because of the following situation. 

o The polarised political environment in the U.S. 

o Mr. Biden’s weak political position in Congress 

o The pervasive hostility to the Islamic Republic 

What does this mean for the Gulf? 

• Failure of the U.S. pressure- The harshest U.S. sanctions on Iran have failed to bring Iran back to the 
negotiating table or brought about regime change. 

• As China buys more Iranian oil and the UAE pursues trade ties, the failure of the ‘maximum pressure’ regime is 
already evident. 

• An effective strike on Iran’s nuclear programme has operational difficulties and harmful implications in the 
region. 

• To avoid the possibility of a military attack, the Iranian spokesman in Vienna has just said that Iran will not 
enrich uranium beyond 60%, even if the talks fail. 

• Israel’s approach- In the absence of a nuclear deal, it is likely that Israel will push for a normalisation of ties 
with more Arab states so that it builds a coalition of regional states against Iran. 

• Regional security architecture- The steps in bringing Iran into this architecture have already been taken 
through the Saudi-Iran dialogue, the UAE-Iran engagements, the Baghdad conference and the recent Riyadh 
summit. 

• But given the divisions within the GCC and the positions of Qatar, Kuwait and Oman, such a consensus will only 
emerge if Iran is integrated into the security framework. 

• Israel’s inclusion will be more difficult as its domestic politics has been framed for decades on the basis of 
hostility towards Iran. 

3.14 Israel’s Missile Strike on Syria 

What is the issue? 

The missile strike at Syria’s Latakia port by Israel is yet another reminder that the conflict in the Arab country is far from 
over. 

How has the Israel - Syria hostility evolved over the years? 

• In 1967 war- Israel captured the strategic “Golan Heights” on the Israeli-Syria border from Syria and 
continues to occupy the region even now. 

• In 1980s- Syria intervened in Lebanon and helped militants like Hezbollah who were resisting Israeli 
occupation of Lebanon. 

• In 1991-   Middle East peace negotiations began and talks between Syria and Israel continued for five years 
with little resolution on the main issues of borders and water rights. 

• Syrian civil war- When the crisis broke in Syria in 2011, Israel followed a wait and watch approach as it didn’t 
want to displace the stable secular dictatorship of Assad. 
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• But as the Syrian civil war evolved into a regional conflict over the years, Israel got itself involved in the Syrian 
war in order to contain increasing Iranian influence in Syria. 

What forced Israel’s intervention into the Syrian war? 

• Even before the conflict began, many Syrians were complaining about 
high unemployment, corruption and a lack of political freedom under 
President Bashar al-Assad. 

• In March 2011, when pro-democracy demonstrations erupted in the city, 
the Syrian government used deadly force to crush the dissent. 

• The violence rapidly escalated and the country descended into civil war. 
As hundreds of rebel groups sprung up which become more than a battle 
between Syrians for or against Mr Assad. 

• Foreign powers began to take sides, sending money, weaponry and fighters, and the extremist jihadist 
organisations such as the Islamic State (IS) group and al-Qaeda came up with their own aims. 

• The government's key supporters have been Russia, Iran, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen with Iran pushing 
thousands of Shia Muslim militiamen from Lebanon's Hezbollah into Syria to fight against the opposition. 

• President Bashar al-Assad’s regime, with help from Russia and Iran, has defeated most of the rebel groups and 
recaptured almost all lost territories, except Idlib. 

• Countries like Turkey, Saudi Arabia and Israel backed the opposition to counter the growing influence of Iran. 

• The growing role of Hezbollah and Iran in Syria alarmed Israel, as Hezbollah and Israel have had multiple direct 
confrontations in the past. 

• Notably, it was Hezbollah’s guerrilla resistance that 
forced the Israel withdrawal from Lebanon in 2000 after 
18 years of occupation. 

What is the present attack about? 

• Israeli warplanes fired a number of missiles at the port of 
the coastal city of Latakia causing large explosions and 
fires and this is the second strike on Latakia. 

• Russia, whose primary focus in Syria is on the survival of 
the Assad regime and the protection of its own troops and 
assets deployed there, has largely stayed away from the 
Iran-Israel cold war. 

• This gives Israel a free hand in Syria to target the Iranian 
and Hezbollah shipments. 

What are the key problems of the Israeli approach? 

• Violation of Syria’s sovereignty- Israel has hardly 
upheld international norms and laws when it comes to its 
security policies. 

• The repeated strikes by Israel are obvious violation of Syria’s sovereignty. 

• Syria as a new front in the Israel-Iran tussle- In recent years, Israel has reportedly assassinated Iranian 
nuclear scientists and Iran, in return, has attacked Israel-linked vessels in the Gulf and Mediterranean waters. 

• Weakened by the civil war and dependent on Iran and Russia for survival, Syria lacks the political will and 
resources to either check Iran’s influence or deter Israel’s attack. 

• The Latakia strike has come at a time when international powers are trying to revive the Iran nuclear deal, post-
2018. 

• If these attempts collapse and Iran presses ahead with its nuclear programme, the chances of an Israel-Iran 
military conflict will rise. 

• For Syria to see relative peace, the tensions between Israel and Iran has to reduce and this could be achieved by 
the revival of the nuclear deal. 

http://www.shankariasacademy.com/
http://www.iasparliament.com/


 www.shankariasacademy.com 

www.iasparliament.com 
        
                                                                                                                   

CHENNAI | SALEM | MADURAI | COIMBATORE                                  DELHI | BANGALORE | THIRUVANANTHAPURAM  

64 

3.15 Explained: Turkey’s currency is crashing. What’s the impact? 

Why in news? 

Inflation has soared by more than 21% in Turkey and many people in this country are struggling make both the ends 
meet. 

What is the present situation in Turkey? 

• Turkey’s currency (Lira) has been plunging to all-time lows against the U.S. dollar and the euro in recent 
months. 

• Turkish lira has lost around 40% of its value since the start of the year, becoming one of the world’s worst-
performing currencies. 

• As a result, families are struggling to buy food and other goods. 

• However, President Erdogan presses ahead with a widely criticized effort to cut interest rates despite surging 
consumer prices. 

How interest rate affects economic growth and inflation? 

• Money is a commodity. Its value changes as per demand supply equation. 

• The government of the day is generally responsible for promoting economic growth. On the other hand the 
central bank is responsible for controlling the inflation. 

• Interest rate and economic growth - To boost economic growth money should be made available to the 
people. 

• To achieve this interest rate has to be reduced. 

• Now people can borrow more from the bank and invest the borrowed money in business to make profit. 

• This promotes economic growth due to job creation, increased production and importantly more purchasing 
power with the people. 

• Interest rate and Inflation - When people borrow more there is a tendency to spend more. Purchasing power 
of people increases. 

• When supply of goods remains constant and money supply increases demand supply equilibrium alters it leads 
to inflation. 

• Now interest rate has to be increased so that more money goes into the hands of bank rather being available 
with the general public. 

• So interest rate has to optimised so that there is a stable economic growth and a manageable level of inflation. 

What led to the present situation in Turkey? 

• Erdogan’s Policy – Erdogan, the long standing president, is of the religious view that interest rates as “evil.” 

• He had argued that high interest rates cause inflation contrary to what economists generally say. 

• He has been pushing for low borrowing costs to stimulate the economy, boost growth and exports, and create 
jobs. 

• Banks response - Turkey’s Central Bank has repeatedly cut borrowing costs in line with Erdogan’s wishes. 

• As a result, the Turkish lira, which had barely recovered from a currency crisis in 2018, has been weakening to 
record lows against the dollar and the euro. 

• Inflation is especially acute in Turkey because of the government’s unorthodox policies. 

• Lira plummeted to an all-time low of 14 Lira against one US dollar. 

What are the impacts of current crisis? 

• The inflation rate stands at a stunning 58%. 

• Turkey relies on imported raw material. 

• The devalued lira is driving prices higher. It is making imports, fuel and everyday goods more expensive in 
Turkey. 

• Every morning, long lines form outside kiosks selling bread a lira cheaper than in bakeries and shops. 
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• The economic crisis has also led to brain drain making experts moving out of the country. 

• The rate cuts have raised concerns over the bank’s independence 

• The country’s unconventional monetary policy has spooked foreign investors, who are dumping Turkish assets. 

• Turkish citizens are rushing to convert their savings to foreign currencies and gold to protect them from 
inflation. 

• Turkey is focused on growing the economy rather than controlling inflation 

• But now even growth is highly questionable at this point because we are going to see more contraction coming 
as a result of the panic and uncertainty and escalating costs coming from this crisis. 

3.16 Escalation of the Forgotten War in Yemen 

What is the issue? 

The war in Yemen will complete seven years in March. As 2021 ended, nearly 3,50,000 Yemenis had died, with 60% 
dying because of being denied food, clean water and healthcare. 

How the Yemen War started? 

• After President Ali Abdullah Saleh stepped down in the wake of the Arab Spring uprisings in 2012, he 
worked to undermine his successor, Abd Rabbo Mansour Hadi. 

• The Houthis, representing the disgruntled Zaydi/Shia 
community which had been marginalised in political and 
economic spheres by Mr. Saleh seized the opportunity to assert 
their claims for inclusion in national governance. 

• The militants of the movement, Ansarullah, descended on the 
capital and in 2015, forced the Hadi government to seek exile in 
Riyadh. 

• Large sections of the Yemeni armed forces loyal to Mr. Saleh now 
joined the Houthis to take control of the country. 

• Between 2015-21, there were about 25,000 Saudi air attacks on 
Yemen, with the Houthis retaliating with about 4,000 missile 
and drone attacks. 

• During the fighting, Iran-Houthi ties have strengthened, with 
substantial military supplies sustaining the Houthi war effort. 

How has the war shaped the West Asian geopolitics? 

• The conflict has now mutated into a fierce regional competition for geopolitical advantage. 

• Houthi-While Hodeidah port is under Houthi control, it is blockaded by the Saudi navy, while its Yemeni 
partners are ranged outside the city. 

• Taiz is with the Houthis, forces from Al-Islah, the kingdom’s Islamist partners, are in the west of the province. 

• STC -In the south, the UAE-supported separatist entity, Southern Transition Council (STC) controls Aden and 
much of the southern territory. 

• UAE- The UAE is seeking unchallenged influence over the strategically valuable Bab al-Mandeb strait. 

• Initially the UAE had sought to establish a military presence in the region but now its priority is to develop the 
ports to make the region a major commercial hub. 

• The UAE is also partnering with Israel in this area to neutralise any effort by Iran to intervene in these waters 
through its Houthi allies. 

• Saudi Arabia- The Saudi geopolitical interest is at the Al-Mahra province that borders Oman’s entire south 
and has a 560-km coastline on the Arabian Sea. 

• The kingdom has been expanding its presence in this province since 2017 by taking control of Nishtun port, 
the Ghaydah airport, and two border crossings with Oman. 

• The Saudi interest is to construct an oil pipeline from its Eastern Province to Nishtun port on the Arabian Sea, 
bypassing the Strait of Hormuz where Iran has a dominant presence. 
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• Fight over Marib- Marib is the last province in north Yemen outside Houthi control which will decide the 
outcome of this seven-year conflict. 

• The city now has 2million people and provides 90% of the country’s oil 
and gas. 

• The Houthis have sought to oppose the UAE-supported forces in Marib 
with drone attacks on an oil facility in Abu Dhabi and the airport. 

What is the Houthi game plan? 

• Victory in this conflict will give the Houthis the financial resources to 
consolidate their rule over the north of Yemen, possibly resurrecting 
the former North Yemen that had existed before in 1990. 

• The Houthi game plan seems to be to consolidate itself in the north, 
put in place a functioning administration with Marib’s resources, and then seek international recognition and 
humanitarian assistance. 

• The UAE would like to retain its control over the southern ports and the Bab al-Mandeb strait, and manage the 
south through the STC it has sponsored. 

• But Houthi control of the north will not be acceptable to the kingdom as it will view this as an Iranian proxy 
planting itself along its porous 1,400-km border. 

• There is also a prediction that after taking Marib, the Houthis could cross the border to liberate the former 
Yemeni provinces that are now part of the Saudi kingdom. 

• Thus, continued fighting in Yemen is the most likely prospect for the country. 

3.17 Belarus - Poland Refugee Crisis Stand off 

What is the issue? 

Tensions have flared in Eastern Europe and on the Belarusian-Polish border with thousands of asylum seekers 
attempting to enter Poland 

Why is there a refugee crisis? 

• Politicians in West and East Europe accuse Moscow as instigator of the crisis amid claims that Russia is about 
to invade Ukraine. 

• Belarus is accused of permitting visa-free entry to refugees, in particular Kurds, from the war-torn West Asia 
and encouraging their passage to the EU border. 

• Now thousands of asylum seekers attempt to enter Poland, which constitutes the external border of the 
European Union (EU). 

How nations react to the crisis? 

• EU and Poland - EU’s external border constitutes its only line of defence against unwanted migrants, Poland 
used water cannon and tear gas to repel the asylum-seekers except for the gravely ill. 

•  In freezing conditions, some 15 or more refugees have died. 

• Belarus - Belarus president denies inviting migrants to Belarus. Instead blaming the EU for closing its borders. 

• West and EU - Politicians in West and East Europe view Russia plan to invade Ukraine as the reason for the 
crisis. 

What is Ukraine stand on Russia’s plan? 

• Ukraine initially declared that it saw no evidence of Russian mobilisation. 

• But Ukraine changed its way and endorsed NATO claims of an imminent invasion. 

What is Russia’s stand on Ukraine issue? 

• Russian grievances concern the use of Turkish-built drones in the Donbass breakaway provinces of Donetsk and 
Luhansk, and provocative NATO activities close to its land and sea borders. 
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• The 2015 Minsk agreement was designed to end the conflict in Donbass through provincial elections, 
decentralisation and the restoration of socio-economic relations between Kiev and the breakaway self-styled 
republics 

• But there has been no constitutional amendment, no elections, and Donbass is subject to an economic blockade. 

• Moscow has evidently lost hope in Kiev observing the Minsk agreement for substantial regional autonomy. 

• Russian President Vladimir Putin’s decree of 2019 allowed Donbass people to claim Russian citizenship. 

• The latest Kremlin moves to integrate Donbass economically, will turn Ukraine’s east, like Crimea, slowly into 
a de facto Russian region. 

Why Belarus is a concern for EU and Russia? 

• Russia's concern - Belarus has economic and military alliances with Russia, effectively making it the last 
frontier against an encroaching North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). 

• While Belarus is entirely dependent on Russia, this does not prevent Belarus from being a difficult partner. 

• Belarus president threatened to block the pipeline transporting Russian gas through Belarus to the EU, a threat 
speedily negated by Moscow. 

• EU's concern– Belarus President Aleksander Lukashenko, is under sanctions by the EU since last year’s 
election when he secured a sixth dubious term 

• He seeks to pressure the EU with a scenario akin the 2015 refugee crisis, when the EU gave money and non-
financial incentives to Turkey and certain Libyan warlords to restrain the migration exodus. 

• Finding these tactics blocked, Belarus proposed that Germany take in 2,000 refugees while 7,000 others would 
be repatriated, but this was rejected, and the majority of migrants are refusing to go home. 

• Belarus President Aleksander Lukashenko’s policy is viewed as brinkmanship with both the EU and Russia. 

How Russia manages gas pipeline blockade? 

• Nord Stream 2 pipeline – For Russia there is no need to stage a crisis with Germany which is the destination 
of the asylum seekers. 

• Russia plans to certify Nord Stream 2 pipeline to deliver gas to the EU bypassing Ukraine and Belarus. 

How Poland benefits from the Refugee crisis? 

• Poland and the EU are entangled in a bitter dispute over the rule of law. 

• Poland’s Constitutional Tribunal invalidated some provisions of the EU Treaty. 

• Contrary to EU’s principles, Warsaw promotes ‘traditional values’ which include homophobic legislation, LGBT-
free zones and a ban on abortions. 

• Poland has imposed a ban on journalists and NGOs within three kilometres of its frontier, and is under criticism 
from human rights groups and the Council of Europe 

• However EU Russian tension affords Warsaw to boost anti-Russian rhetoric and proclaim itself a defender of 
Europe, despite anti-immigrant tirades being a staple of its far-right politics. 

•  The border problem also gives the EU the opportunity to prove its worth to Poland by extending its fulsome 
support. 

3.18 The Azerbaijan-Armenia Conflict over Nagorno-Karabakh 

What is the issue? 

The breakaway region of Nagorno-Karabakh in the South Caucasus has been at the centre of three wars and multiple 
clashes between Azerbaijan and Armenia, 

Where is Nagorno-Karabakh located? 

• Nagorno-Karabakh is a landlocked, mountainous and forested region falling within the boundaries of 
Azerbaijan. 

• Nagorno-Karabakh, called Artsakh in Armenian, hosts a predominantly ethnic Armenian population with an 
Azeri minority. 
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• It is located in the South Caucasus region, which straddles the border between eastern Europe and western Asia. 

• It is roughly made up of modern-day Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Georgia. 

• The capital of Nagorno-Karabakh is Stepanakert, with Susha being another major city in the region. 

How did the conflict over Nagorno-Karabakh begin? 

•  Nagorno-Karabakh was once a part of the Armenian Kingdom and has been ruled by several empires such as 
the Ottomans, the Persians, and the Russians. 

• Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia 
later became separate Republics, 
with the Azeris incorporating 
Nagorno-Karabakh into their 
Republic. 

• The Soviets officially placed 
Nagorno-Karabakh as an 
autonomous Oblast (administrative 
region) in Azerbaijan’s territory, 
despite the chiefly Armenian 
population. 

• As Soviet power began to wane in the 
1980s, the Armenian population of 
Nagorno-Karabakh expressed a 
desire to become a part of Armenia, 
organising a vote for the same in 
1988. 

• With the dissolution of the USSR in 1991, Armenian rebels in Nagorno-Karabakh declared it an independent 
territory, which was not recognised internationally. 

• This led to an open war between Armenia and Azerbaijan where Armenia had taken control of around 13% of 
Azerbaijan’s territory. 

• The war ended in 1994 when both countries entered into a ceasefire brokered by Russia but this could not 
prevent multiple flareups in the region. 

• In 2016, a clash between the rebels and the Azerbaijani military transformed into a four-day war which led to a 
ceasefire. 

• Fresh clashes erupted on the Armenia-Azerbaijan border in 2020, which turned into a fierce six-week war in 
which Azeri forces took back territories including 40% of Nagorno-Karabakh. 

What about the peace talks organised by the Minsk Group? 

• The Group came up with three peace proposals in the 1990s. 

• The package deal (1997)- It envisaged simultaneous removal of Armenian forces from occupied areas and 
the determination of Nagorno-Karabakh’s status but was rejected. 

• The step-by-step approach (1997)- It suggested gradual steps starting with Armenian withdrawal, return 
of displaced refugees, and ending of hostilities followed by talks for a future resolution of the Nagorno-Karabakh 
issue which was rejected too. 

• The common state proposal (1998)- It would endow 
Nagorno-Karabakh with a separate passport, law enforcement 
and currency, but within Azerbaijan’s internationally recognised 
borders. 

• The entry of Azeri forces would be barred without Nagorno-
Karabakh’s approval and Armenian people of this region would 
also have the right to vote in Armenian elections. 

• This was rejected as well. 

• The Madrid Principles- The peace deal was followed by 2007, 
later modified in 2009. 
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• These principles proposed 

o Giving control of seven Karabakh districts to Azerbaijan 

o Self-governance to the region 

o A corridor link with Armenia 

o Giving the region’s inhabitants an opportunity to express their will 

o Return of refugees 

o Setting up of a peacekeeping operation 

• The Minsk Group held another meeting in Geneva in 2017 but it did not produce any concrete outcome. 

What about the role played by other countries? 

• Role of Turkey- The conflict turned into a regional one in the years following the 2016 war, with the entry of 
Turkey. 

• The Azeris and Turks share strong cultural and historical links as Azerbaijanis are a Turkic ethnic group of 
mixed heritage, speaking a language belonging to a branch of the Turkic family. 

• In 2020, Turkey offered support to Azerbaijan in line with its foreign policy of expanding the interests to the 
former territories of the Ottoman empire. 

• Role of Russia- Russia established small military outposts along the Armenian border and conducted a 
massive airstrike in Syria’s Idlib region against Turkish-backed militants. 

• In 2020, Russian President accepted the Azerbaijani victory and ensured that Azeri forces remai out of major 
Nagorno-Karabakh territories. 

Where do the current peace talks stand? 

• With the efforts of the Minsk Group remaining largely unsuccessful, Baku saw an opportunity to introduce its 
own peace proposal, which calls for the recognition of Nagorno-Karabakh within Azerbaijani territory. 

• The European Union has emerged as a potential peace broker by spearheading meetings between the leaders of 
both countries. 

• Armenian President has been facing civilian unrest and protests wanting to oust him for agreeing to peace talks. 

• Armenians are also asking Turkey, which has allied itself to Azerbaijan, to recognise the 1915 Armenian 
genocide. 

3.19 Kazakhstan Unrest 

What is the issue? 

The protests that broke out in Kazakhstan on January 2 over a fuel price hike have transformed into the biggest political 
crisis, the country’s leadership has faced in over three decades. 

What is the history of formation of Kazakhstan? 

• Kazakhstan is one of the five modern Central Asian countries which include Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan. 

• Kazakhstan broke away from the Soviet Union to become an independent republic in 1991. 

• Nursultan Nazarbayev, the country’s powerful leader, stepped down as President in 2019. 

• But he retained an outsize influence over the government of his cherry-picked successor, Kassym-Jomart 
Tokayev.  

• The capital city was named after Mr. Nazarbayev as Nur-Sultan and his statues erected across the country. 

What is the reason for the present unrest? 

• Rise in fuel prices- The protests began in the oil city of Zhanaozen, where at least 16 oil workers protesting 
against poor working conditions were killed by the police in 2011. 

• A sharp and sudden spike in fuel prices triggered a national crisis in Kazakhstan. 
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• Inflation- They have argued that the jump in prices would cause a steep increase in food prices and deepen the 
income inequality that has plagued the nation for decades. 

• Last year, inflation in the country was closing in on 9% year-on-year, the highest it has been in over five years. 

• Demands for democracy- There has been a growing discontent among Kazakhs over rising income 
inequality and the lack of democracy.  

• The authoritarian government has been widely criticised over the years for violating fundamental freedoms. 

o For instance, during the presidential elections of 2019, there were widespread reports of irregularities. 

• Several protests broke out calling for a boycott of the elections, one of the first instances where citizens were 
openly criticising the government in a country where dissent is rarely tolerated. 

How did the government respond to the protests? 

• Dozens of protestors and at least eight law enforcement officials were killed during an operation to restore order 
in the main city, Almaty. 

• Tokayev declared a two-week state of emergency in Almaty as well as the western Mangistau province, where 
thousands of protesters have been seen storming government buildings and clashing with the police officials. 

• Internet services were promptly shut off and messaging apps were banned. 

• Tokayev said that the interim government would introduce a price cap of 50 tenge (about 8p) a litre on LPG, 
roughly half the current market price, in Mangistau province. 

• He dismissed the Cabinet and the country’s prime minister and appointed the country’s first deputy prime 
minister Alikhan Smailov as acting prime minister. 

• He replaced Mr. Nazarbayev as the Security Council’s chair with himself. 

• President Tokayev requested the support of the Moscow-led Collective Security Treaty Organization (CSTO) to 
assist security personnel in their efforts to restore order in the country. 

What is the Collective Security Treaty Organisation? 

• When the Cold War came to an end in 1991, the Warsaw Pact dissolved. 

• In 1992, the heads of Armenia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan signed 
the Collective Security Treaty in Tashkent (Uzbekistan). 
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• Today it has six members - Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia and Tajikistan as 
Uzbekistan had quit the alliance in 2012. 

• In 2007, the CSTO agreed to create a 3,600-strong peacekeeping force and two years later, it established a rapid-
reaction force comprising 20,000 elite personnel who are kept on high alert. 

• The alliance has also held joint exercises, including a series of high-profile “anti-terrorism” drills in response to 
the growing chaos in Afghanistan. 

• The organisation invoked Article 4 for the first time which is very similar to NATO’s Article 5 which led 
Tajikistan and Armenia to send their contingents. 

• Article 4 of the CST talks about collective defense which means that an attack against one ally is 
considered as an attack against all allies. 

• So, all other participating States will provide that ally with the necessary assistance, including military, in 
exercising the right to collective defense in accordance with Article 51 of the UN Charter. 

• The principle of collective defence is enshrined in Article 5 of the Washington Treaty of NATO.NATO invoked 
Article 5 for the first time in its history after the 9/11 terrorist attacks against the United States. It was invoked 
thereafter in response to the situation in Syria and in the wake of the Russia-Ukraine crisis. 

What lies ahead in Kazakhstan? 

• Dealing with the protests only through force, including with help from Russia (the Belarus model) would not 
resolve the underlying issues. 

• It is an opportunity for the President to come out of the shadows of the old regime. 

• The most sensible one, is to reach out to the angry public, hold consultations and build consensus to enter a new 
social contract with the people of Kazakhstan. 

3.20 Kenya – Election 

What is the issue? 

A free, fair and peaceful election process in Kenya will consolidate democratic gains in the country and serve as a symbol 
for the rest of the continent. 

What is remarkable about Kenya upcoming elections? 

• Kenya is one of Africa’s major democracies. 

• It goes to the polls on August 9, 2022, to elect the country’s 5th President, besides national lawmakers, governors 
and assemblies of its 47 counties. 

• The elections revolve around political dynasties, tribal power-brokers, and changing inter-ethnic alliances. 

• This time the leading contenders are Vice President William Ruto and the perennial challenger Raila Odinga. 

• In Kenyan politics, the Kikuyu, Luhya, Kalenjin and Luo are the four dominant tribes who have practically ruled 
the country since independence. 

• This is the first time since Kenya’s independence a Kikuyu has not emerged as the main presidential candidate. 

• Mr. Ruto is a Kalenjin, the third largest ethnic group, and Mr. Odinga is a Luo, the fourth largest ethnic group. 

• The two leading candidates have chosen running mates from the vote-rich Kikuyu ethnic group, the support of 
which could be vital in determining the outcome. 

How alliances got changed over years? 

• Mr. Ruto had been President Uhuru Kenyatta’s running mate for the last two elections. 

• However this time Mr. Kenyatta has endorsed long-time rival Mr. Odinga who was the leading contender in the 
2017 elections. 

• Their friendship began in 2018 when they declared a truce after post-election violence in 2017 and has lived up 
to the dictum that politics is the art of the possible. 

• This changing alliance has led to a considerable unpredictability in the outcome of this election. 
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On what issues the campaign revolves around? 

• Mr. Ruto has framed the elections as a contest between “hustlers” and “dynasties”. 

• Hustlers refers to those who struggle to make both the ends meet. 

• He has proposed a ‘bottom-up’ economic model in which the structure of the economy will be geared to help the 
common man. 

• Mr. Odinga’s campaign, on the other hand has imposed corruption allegations against Mr. Ruto during his time 
as Deputy President. 

What issues will decide the election results? 

• Ethnicity 

• Economic issues 

• Inclusivity of all communities in government positions 

• Foreign debt 

How Kenya Elections are similar to that of India? 

• Democratic values, pluralism and the rule of law are important for both countries. 

• Much like caste-based politics that has remained centre stage in India’s political landscape for decades, ethnic 
politicking is common in Kenyan politics. 

How does the Indian diaspora fit into this election activity? 

• In 2017, Kenyans of Indian descent were officially recognised as the 44th tribe in Kenya because of their 
contribution to the country since independence. 

• However, there is no candidate of Indian origin contesting for the presidential election. 

• Nonetheless, there are a few candidates of Indian origin in some constituencies running for parliament. 

• It is difficult to gauge who the Indian diaspora may support in the presidential elections. 

Why Kenya is important for India? 

• India and Kenya has a long history of political, economic and cultural relationships forged between the two 
countries. 

• Kenya serves as a gateway to the wider Indian Ocean Region. 

• Kenya’s friendship is important to India to curb China’s growing aspirations in the region. 

• Also, India faces a number of security threats in the backdrop of a dramatic rise of piracy and terrorist activities 
in the region. 

• Kenya has a vibrant community of Persons of Indian Origin presently numbering 80,000, including 20,000 
expatriates. 

• Indians in Kenya are a successful community who favour a closer bonding between the two countries. 

RUSSIA-UKRAINE ISSUE 

3.21 Russia-Ukraine Border Conflict 

What is the issue? 

• The massive mobilisation of Russian troops on the Ukraine border and occasional outbreak of violence in the 

contested Donbass region has pushed both countries to the brink of an open conflict. 

• Also, the Russian attack on Ukraine is now the largest attack by one state on another in Europe, since the Second 

World War and the first, since the Balkan conflict in the 1990s. 

What is the history of conflict between Ukraine and Russia? 

• Annexation of Crimea - Ukraine was one of the republics within the USSR during the cold war days, and has 
remained a strong ally of Russia till 2013. 
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• While it was planning to sign an association agreement with the European Union in 2013, Russia sternly 
objected to it leading to tensions. 

• Russia subsequently annexed “Crimea” (Russian speaking province in Ukraine) by force and declared its 
sovereignty over it with people’s support. 

• The resultant conflict has so far claimed about 10,000 lives and displaced millions with no lasting resolution in 
sight. 

• Naval skirmish over the Sea of Azov - After Crimea’s annexation in 2014, Russia gained control over both 
sides of the Kerch strait. 

• In May 2018, Russian opened a 12-mile-long bridge over the Kerch Strait, which has also become the physical 
gateway to the Sea of Azov. 

• To prevent the Ukrainian boats from passing under the bridge, Russia placed a cargo ship below it. 

• Later, the Ukrainian vessels’ attempt  to travel from the Black Sea to the Sea of Azov was denied by the Russian 
coast guard. 

• However, Ukraine insists that the patrol of the Kerch Strait was authorised under a bilateral agreement with 
Moscow. 

• Thus the naval skirmish over the Sea of Azov proves again the Russia’s irreversibility of its annexation of Crimea. 

• Migration crisis - Belarus, a Russian ally was blamed for the migration crisis in the EU’s Polish border. 

• Russia flew bombers near Poland’s borders earlier this month. 

• In the Black Sea, Russian President Vladimir Putin dispatched vessels to shadow U.S. warships. 

• Pro-West approach of Ukraine- After the fall of the Soviet Union, Ukraine voted for independence from 
Moscow. 

• Putin deems Ukraine as an artificial creation carved from Russia by enemies. 

• Russia has described Ukraine as a puppet of the West. 

• NATO’s expansion- Ukraine’s request to be a part of NATO angered Russia and it started placing troops near 
the Ukraine border. 

• In 2021, Moscow has deployed thousands of troops as well as tanks near Ukraine’s eastern border and has 
mobilised troops in the Crimea. 

What is the current tension between Russia & Ukraine? 

• Russian President Vladimir Putin has formally recognized the enclaves of Eastern Ukraine – Luhansk and 
Donetsk (collectively known as the Donbass Region) as separate republic countries.  

• It practically brought the Minsk peace process to an end. 

• Mr. Putin has also ordered Russian peacekeepers into the region, a move that could spark off conflict with 
Ukrainian troops. 

• These actions would change the course of the present diplomatic efforts. 

What is the status of Donbas region? 

• Donbas, located on the Russian border, has a majority Russian-speaking population, like Crimea. 

• After the fall of the Russian empire, the region was incorporated into the newly created Ukrainian People’s 
Republic in 1918. 

• Donbas became part of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, created under Lenin. 

• During the Second World War, the Nazis took the region 

•  In 1943, after defeating the Nazis, the Red Army took Donbas back. 

• In 1991, with the disintegration of the Soviet Union, the region became part of the newly born Ukraine nation 
until the 2014 Euromaidan protests. 

• Russian-backed separatists in the Donetsk and Luhansk regions broke away from Ukrainian government control 
in 2014 and proclaimed themselves independent “people’s republics”, until now unrecognized. 

http://www.shankariasacademy.com/
http://www.iasparliament.com/


 www.shankariasacademy.com 

www.iasparliament.com 
        
                                                                                                                   

CHENNAI | SALEM | MADURAI | COIMBATORE                                  DELHI | BANGALORE | THIRUVANANTHAPURAM  

74 

• According to the Minsk II agreement, Rebels 
need to 

o enforce a full ceasefire in the Donbas 
region 

o pull out heavy weapons 

o start talks on holding local elections 

o allow the Ukrainian troops to restore 
control of the border with Russia 

• Ukraine is supposed to 

o devolve more powers to the Donbas 
republics 

o introduce constitutional reforms 
codifying the decentralization of power 

o announce an amnesty to the rebel 
fighters 

• These terms were never implemented, mainly 
because Kiev was not particularly supportive of 
it. 

Why is the current conflict more aggressive than the earlier ones? 

• There were similar scenes earlier this year but after U.S. diplomatic intervention, Moscow pulled back. 

• This time, the Russian moves appear to be part of a larger strategy of force-projection across Russia’s western 
perimeter, from the Baltic Sea to the Black Sea. 

• Russia views Ukraine as a Western aircraft carrier parked just across southern Russia because of the U.S. 
influence on Ukraine. 

• Russia’s aggressiveness could have partly been driven by the assessment that the U.S. has strategically weakened 
after its Afghan withdrawal and its preoccupation with China’s rise. 

• Ukraine says an estimated 90,000 Russian troops have massed near the border which could be a prelude to 
another Russian invasion. 

What does Russia’s action signify? 

• The recognition of the two separatist groups as governments signals that Russia is no longer interested in talks 
on the basis of the Minsk accords. 

• The conflict in the region has been frozen since the 2015 ceasefire but now that Russia has recognized the 
regions, Mr. Putin can move troops and heavy weaponry to Donbas openly. 

• Russia has destroyed the hopes that the threat of conflict would recede once Russian troops along the Ukraine 
border and in Belarus withdrew. 

• On the downside, Moscow faces sanctions and international condemnation for abandoning the Minsk process 
after long maintaining that it was committed to it. 

• It is a clear sign that the situation is not going to be managed without NATO sitting down to serious negotiation 
over the security guarantees. 

• There needs some discussion on regulating the expansion of 
NATO to Russia’s neighbouring countries and the heavy 
presence of western troops and weapons in the region. 

What are the Minsk Agreements? 

• The representatives of the Trilateral Contact Group on 
Ukraine (TCG – Russia, Ukraine, and the OSCE) and the 
representatives of Donetsk and Luhansk People’s Republics 
(DNR, LNR) signed the Minsk Protocol. 

• The Protocol was followed by an additional Memorandum, 
which detailed the conditions of a ceasefire. 
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• The agreement failed to stop fighting, however, it significantly reduced fighting in the conflict zone for months. 

• The Minsk-2 was signed in 2015 under the mediation of France and Germany to prevent an open conflict. 

• Ukraine was required to delegate more power to the breakaway regions and introduce constitutional reforms, 
codifying their special status. 

Why the world can’t afford a war over Ukraine? 

• The global economy is now deeply integrated and the costs of a prolonged conflict are terrible. 

• The loss of life and suffering that is already underway in Ukraine. 

• The world is still reeling from the Covid-19 pandemic, which hurt the poorest countries and people the most and 
it cannot afford a conflict-induced slowdown. 

What does it mean to India? 

• Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan is visiting Moscow, the first by a Pakistani PM in over two decades which 
needs a close watch. 

• The timing of the tensions is more inconvenient, given that the delivery of Russian S-400 missile systems is 
underway, and the U.S. administration is still to decide on whether to waive or impose CAATSA sanctions 
against India. 

• India’s statement at the UNSC that appealed for diplomacy and de-escalation, while making no critical comment 
about Mr. Putin’s announcement reflects the difficult position of New Delhi which appears to have now entered 
a new phase. 

What are some of India’s economic concerns in times of war? 

• Though, India is not a party to this external event and is not impacted directly, there are some economic 
concerns. 

• Inflation risks- Russia is the world’s second largest oil producer. 

• Brent crude shot past the 100 dollar per barrel mark for the first time in eight years on concerns over supply. 

• Rising oil prices could speed up already rising inflation with India importing more than 80% of its oil 
requirement. 

• Rising oil prices will also impact the current account deficit, which is the difference between the values of goods 
and services imported and exported. 

• Sanctions on Russia by the West could impact its trade with the world and result in a rise in the prices of other 
commodities and products. 

• India imports most of its requirement of sunflower oil from Ukraine, and the two countries now at war are also 
two of the world’s biggest producers of wheat. 

• Economic recovery- The rise in crude prices poses inflationary, fiscal, and external sector risks. 

•  Oil-related products have a share of over 9% in the WPI basket and experts say that a 10% increase in crude 
would lead to an increase of around 0.9% in WPI inflation. 

• A larger oil import bill will impact India’s external position and it is also likely to increase subsidies on LPG and 
kerosene, pushing up the overall subsidy bill. 

• FPI sentiment- Foreign portfolio investors have been selling their holdings in Indian equities over the last 
four months after the US Federal Reserve announced the gradual withdrawal of stimulus followed by a hike in 
interest rates. 

• Investors started pulling out funds from emerging economies to park them in US treasuries and benefit from 
the expected rise in bond yields. 

• On Thursday, FPIs pulled out a net of Rs 6,448 crore from Indian equities, leading to the fall in the markets. 

• DII behaviour- As FPIs pulled out on Thursday, Domestic Institutional Investors (DIIs) emerged as net 
investors. 

• Experts say that the current geopolitical concerns will not impact long-term fundamentals and investors should 
take the fall in markets as an opportunity to invest in mutual funds and high-quality blue chip companies. 
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• Equity investors- If DIIs are investing amid the sharp fall in markets, retail investors too should not panic 
and should increase their investments if they are underweight in equities. 

• In times of volatility, investors should avoid venturing into small cap stocks, and should invest through flexi cap 
and multi cap funds, as they invest across market capitalisations and would generate superior returns when the 
market recovers. 

• Gold outlook- In times of uncertainty and inflation, gold emerges as the asset class of choice for investors. 

• It is important to note that at a time when equities have been falling, gold has risen sharply and the price of gold 
in Delhi has risen 8.7%. 

What are the practical ways to ease the tension? 

• Ukraine’s reluctance to implement the agreement and its growing military, economic and political ties with the 
West seem to have prompted Russia to put Ukraine under direct military pressure. 

• Ukraine lacks the military resources to deter its giant neighbour and there is no guarantee that the West would 
come to its help in the event of a Russian invasion. 

• Russia might make tactical gains from an invasion but such a move could further deteriorate its already ruptured 
ties with the West. 

• The practical solution is to revive the Minsk peace process. 

• The West should push both sides to resume talks and live up to their commitments as per the Minsk agreement 
to restore relative peace on the border. 

3.22 Fall of Mariupol 

Why in news? 

The surrender of defensive forces in Mariupol likely marks the end of fighting in the eastern Ukrainian city that has been 
under Russian siege. 

What about the city of Mariupol? 

• Mariupol sits on the coast of the Azov Sea between the Crimean peninsula, which Russia annexed in 2014, and 
the self-declared Donetsk republic. 

• Named after Maria Feodorovna, the 18th century 
Russian empress, Mariupol was part of the Azov 
Governorate of imperial Russia. 

• Over the years, it emerged as one of the biggest 
trading centres on the Black Sea and Azov coasts. 

• By the late 19th century, the city became a steel 
manufacturing hub, attracting thousands of 
workers from around the region. 

• During the Second World War, Mariupol was 
occupied by the German Nazis, for almost two 
years. 

• Mariupol, the largest port of the Sea of Azov, was 
the industrial engine of eastern Ukraine. 

• But everything would change in 2014 after the so-
called “Euromaidan revolution” and fell into the hands of pro-Russian rebels. 

• In June 2014, the rebels retreated from the city, giving it back to the Ukrainian authorities. 

Why is the city of Mariupol critical for Russia? 

• Separation of Donbas from Ukraine- The city is part of the areas claimed by the Donetsk republic. 

• So if Mr. Putin’s actual military goal is separating the entire Donbas region from Ukraine, he would need 
Mariupol. 

• Denazification- The city hosts the headquarters of the Azov Battalion which is a local neo-Nazi militia. 
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• As denazification is one of the declared goals of Russia’s invasion, they would want to take over the city and 
declare victory over the neo-Nazi group. 

• Establishing land bridge - The strategic location of Mariupol is critical for Russia if it wants to establish a 
land bridge from Donbas to Crimea. 

• Controlling Black Sea - with Mariupol in their hand, the Russians would be in control of almost 80% of the 
Black Sea coast. 

• With many of the fighters ending the fight and allowing themselves to be evacuated to the Russia-controlled 
territories of Donbas, the whole city is now in the hands of the Russians. 

What does this hold for Russia? 

• Russia has suffered several setbacks in its invasion of Ukraine. 

• It started a three-front war but was met with fierce Ukrainian resistance in the north and east. 

• Its battleground focus is now almost entirely on the Donbas region where Russian troops are making 
incremental advances. 

• Now, with Mariupol under its control, Russia can free up resources to move to its next target, which suggests 
that the war could grind on. 

• Despite the West’s massive financial and military support, Ukraine keeps losing territories. 

• The invasion has already prompted Finland and Sweden, which have historically stayed out of military alliances, 
to formally seek NATO membership. 

• Ukraine is losing territories, Russia is witnessing another round of NATO’s enlargement, and Europe, battered 
by inflation and an energy crisis, is likely to be facing prolonged instability and conflicts. 

3.23 The Bucharest Nine Countries 

Why in news? 

The envoys to India of nine Eastern European countries jointly wrote an article to acquaint the Indian public with the 
basic facts on the ground about the Russian aggression in Ukraine. 

Who are the Bucharest Nine? 

• The “Bucharest Nine” is a group of nine NATO countries in Eastern 
Europe that became part of the US-led military alliance after the end 
of the Cold War. 

• They are referred as “countries on NATO’s eastern flank”. 

• The Bucharest Nine or Bucharest Format (B9) was founded in 2015, 
and takes its name from Bucharest, the capital of Romania. 

• The group was created on the initiative of Klaus Iohannis, who has 
been President of Romania since 2014, and Andrzej Duda, who 
became President of Poland in 2015. 

• The B9 offers a platform for deepening the dialogue and consultation among the participant allied states in 
compliance with the principles of solidarity and indivisibility of the security of the NATO Member States. 

• The B9 includes Romania, Poland, Hungary, Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Estonia, Latvia and 
Lithuania. 

• Romania, Poland, Hungary, and Bulgaria are former signatories of the now dissolved Warsaw Pact military 
alliance led by the USSR whereas Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania were part of the former USSR. 

• All members of the B9 are part of the European Union (EU) and North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO). 

How is the relationship between B9 and Russia? 

• The B9 countries have been critical of Russia’s aggression against Ukraine since 2014, when the war in the 
Donbas started and Russia annexed the Crimean peninsula. 

• They criticised the military build-up by Russia in close neighbourhood, in the Black Sea, in and around Ukraine. 
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• The U.S. President Biden expressed his support for enhancing NATO’s deterrence and defence posture, as well 
as the importance of Allies increasing their resilience against strategic competitors. 

• Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelenskyy even appealed to the Bucharest Nine for defense aid, sanctions and 
to pressure on the aggressor. 

3.24 Why Economic Weapons of Mass Destruction need Arms Control 

What is the issue? 

In addition to supplying Ukraine with military weapons, governments around the world have deployed economic 
weapons against Russia. 

What about the economic sanctions against Russia? 

• Strict measures on Russia’s central bank have already contributed to the Rouble’s collapse. 

• Limitations on cross-border payments and financing have had a weakening confidence in Russian banks. 

• Trade sanctions also include restricting exports of key inputs such as aeroplane parts to Russia as well as 
purchases from it. 

• Equally worrisome is the growing public pressure on corporations to stop doing business in certain countries. 

What will be the impact of economic sanctions? 

• Growth and employment - Economic sanctions will reduce economic growth and increase unemployment 
over time. 

• Standard of living- It will eventually translate into lower living standards, poorer health, and more deaths in 
Russia. 

• International order- Equally problematic is the breakdown of the international order. 

• The United Nations Security Council cannot legitimately act against any of its permanent veto-wielding 
members (China, France, Russia, the UK and US). 

• Moreover, even if the UN could approve a military response, the will to confront a nuclear power militarily 
would probably be lacking. 

What are the concerns? 

• Global governance- Economic weapons, enabled by global integration, offer a way to bypass a paralysed 
global governance system. 

• Globalisation- If they are used too widely, they could reverse the process of globalization that has allowed the 
modern world to prosper. 

• Overuse of sanctions- The seemingly bloodless nature of economic weapons, and the lack of norms governing 
them, could result in their overuse. 

• It is not impossible to imagine a country being subjected to economic warfare because of its government’s 
position on climate change, etc. 

• Freezing of assets- Following the action taken against Russia’s central bank, China, India and others may 
worry that their own foreign-exchange holdings may prove unusable if a few countries decide to freeze their 
assets. 

• Global payment- More countries might start exploring collective alternatives to the Swift bank messaging 
network, potentially leading to fragmentation of the global payments system. 

• Counter measures- There could also be more zero-sum strategic behaviour, with countries developing new 
counter-measures to economic weapons. 

What is the way forward? 

• There should be a gradation of weapon use. 

• Moves against the assets of aggressor-country elites should have the highest priority and lowest consensus 
requirements. 

• Advanced economies should recognize that a balkanized global economy would hurt everyone. 

• Holding talks on economic ‘arms control’ could be a step towards fixing a broken global order. 
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3.25 The Geneva Talks: The US-Russia Conflict 

Why in news? 

The Geneva talks that was held recently between the United States and Russia were inconclusive. 

What is the issue? 

• Ukraine crisis- Russia has mounted troops near Ukraine's border. 

• It has demanded the U.S.-led NATO alliance rule out admitting the former Soviet state or expanding further 
into what Moscow sees as its back yard. 

• The U.S. accuses that Russia could be preparing a new 
invasion, eight years after it seized the Crimean peninsula 
from its neighbour. 

• Russia denies any such plans and says it is responding to 
the aggressive behaviour from the NATO and Ukraine 
which has tilted toward the West. 

• Expansion of NATO- Russia repeated a set of demands 
including a ban on further NATO expansion and an end to 
its activity in the central and eastern European countries 
that joined after 1997. 

• Russia responded militarily in 2008 when Georgia was 
considering joining NATO. 

• INF treaty-Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty (INF Treaty) is a nuclear arms-control accord reached 
by the U.S. and the Soviet Union in 1987. 

• The two countries agreed to eliminate their stocks of intermediate  and shorter-range (between 500 and 5,500 
km) land based missiles which could carry nuclear warheads. 

• The United States formally withdrew from the INF pact in August 2019 after determining that Moscow was 
violating the treaty. 

• The U.S. is now open to discuss a possible deal on INF missiles along the lines of the now-defunct INF treaty 
and Russia's proposal to set limits on the size and scope of military exercises. 

To know more about the first Biden-Putin Summit in Geneva, click here 

What is the status of the recent Geneva talks? 

• The U.S. has publicly said that it will not shut NATO’s door on potential future members against the Russia’s 
demand of banning the NATO. 

• Any aggression against Ukraine might serve Russia’s tactical interests but could deal a deadly blow to any plan 
to bring the Russia-Europe ties back on track. 

• Finding a solution to the crisis depends on whether both sides are able to get out of their Cold War mentality 
and build mutual confidence in bilateral relations. 

3.26 Is the post-Cold War security order changing? 

What is the issue? 

The Ukraine crisis has brought the unstable security architecture in Europe to the fore of U.S.-Russia ties. 

What the recent happenings signify? 

• The annexation of Crimea and the recent crisis has brought the post-Cold War European security architecture 
into sharp focus. 

• It shows that the post-Cold War European security architecture is not complete yet. 

Why is Russia asking for these legal guarantees now? 

• Russia understands that the strategic interests of the U.S. are elsewhere currently. 

• As of now, US want to focus on its domestic problems. At the international level, the focus is more on the Indo-
Pacific. 

http://www.shankariasacademy.com/
http://www.iasparliament.com/
https://www.iasparliament.com/current-affairs/gs-ii/gs-ii-bilateralinternational-relations/russia-ukraine-border-conflict
https://www.iasparliament.com/current-affairs/cold-peace-on-first-biden-putin-summit-in-geneva


 www.shankariasacademy.com 

www.iasparliament.com 
        
                                                                                                                   

CHENNAI | SALEM | MADURAI | COIMBATORE                                  DELHI | BANGALORE | THIRUVANANTHAPURAM  

80 

• The withdrawal from Afghanistan is symptomatic of this desire. 

• For this USA wants a predictable and stable relationship with Europe. 

• Russia feels that this is the most opportune moment to press forward its demands. 

• For Russia its security needs to be taken care of. It doesn’t want to constantly skirmish with NATO all around 
my periphery. 

• Though some of Russia’s actions may look provocative Putin hopes that a negotiation will result in something 
that is mutually acceptable. 

Has Russia achieved anything from its mobilisation? 

• After a weeks-long stand-off with Ukraine, Russia announced that it is pulling back some of its troops, signalling 
a possible de-escalation. 

• However its core security concern on NATO’s expansionary open-door policy remains unaddressed. 

• But there is a significant victory that Russia has achieved. 

• The U.S.-led West has at last recognised what Russia has been saying since 1994 —that the security architecture 
in Europe is not in accordance with what Russia considers the security architecture should be. 

• Willingness of the West to address and discuss this appears to be a big victory for Russia. 

Is the post-Cold War security order changing? 

• NATO consists of 28 European nations and two non-European nations — the U.S. and Canada. 

• Europe is right next to Russia. It has been facing the brunt of the Soviet as well as Russian actions over the last 
many decades. 

• It is obvious that Europe will look at Russia differently from the U.S. 

• The impact of any NATO sanctions or security measures will first be felt in Europe, not in the U.S. 

• So, naturally, Europe’s interest is in accommodation. Gradually it has moved forward more towards meeting 
Russia’s demands. 

• However it has not gone anywhere that Russia’s demands are fully satisfied. 

• Europe’s interest in sorting out this matter is immediate and existential, while that of USA is strategic and long 
term. 

How can Russia's security concerns be accommodated by the West? 

• Russia has essentially three demands. 

o Ukraine and Georgia should not join NATO. 

o Ukraine impasse should be resolved through Minsk Agreement. 

o Mutual security guarantees must be met. 

• NATO membership - Now the West says that Ukraine’s entry into NATO is not on the cards. 

• This is an informal statement but Russia wants a legal guarantee. 

• Neither the U.S. nor Europe has said that Russia should vacate Crimea as part of the security guarantees. 

• One of NATO's principles before it admits a country is that the country should not have disputes over its 
territory. 

• As long as Crimea remains with Russia, and two breakaway republics of South Ossetia and Abkhazia remain 
outside the control of Georgia neither Ukraine nor Georgia can join NATO. 

• Minsk Agreement - Russia’s view is that the U.S. in particular has obstructed the implementation of the 
Minsk agreement. 

• But the Normandy process looks like they are moving towards agreeing to that. 

• Normandy format is a Russia-Germany-France-Ukraine initiative to implement the Minsk accords. 

• Mutual security guarantees - The West has already provided guarantee over missile deployments and 
military drills. 

http://www.shankariasacademy.com/
http://www.iasparliament.com/


 www.shankariasacademy.com 

www.iasparliament.com 
        
                                                                                                                   

CHENNAI | SALEM | MADURAI | COIMBATORE                                  DELHI | BANGALORE | THIRUVANANTHAPURAM  

81 

•  So, these three elements exist for a solution. 

How the post-Cold War security order got changed? 

• Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline could give Russia complete dominance over gas supplies to Europe 

• Russia could leverage and influence over some European countries. 

• Ukraine and Russia - Ukraine is angry with the pipeline because it bypasses the country and thus denies it 
transit fees for Russia’s gas exports. 

• It has also raised fears that Russia could cut off gas supplies to Ukraine without endangering its own gas exports 
to Europe. 

• Germany and Russia - Some European countries fear that Russia and Germany are coming together against 
the rest of Europe. 

• Germany pushed ahead with Nord stream 2 despite opposition from USA. 

• The pipeline was completed in September 2021, although it is awaiting German certification to become 
operational. 

• The US believes the pipeline hinders its own efforts to contain Russia from invading Ukarine. 

• Germany however agreed that Russia would not be allowed to use the pipeline as a weapon against Ukraine. 

• This assurance prevented US sanctions against Germany and other supporters of the pipeline in Europe — 
notably France, Austria and the Netherlands. 

• Germany and NATO - US views Russia and Germany economic partnership as a precursor to upending its 
role as the guarantor of security in Europe. 

• There was a widespread criticism at home and abroad that Germany was “missing in action” during the Ukraine 
crisis. 

• It was French President Emmanuel Macron who took the lead with his shuttle diplomacy between Kyiv and 
Moscow. 

• However Germany reassured that it was not about to break away from its NATO allies by taking part in the 
diplomatic process. 

• EU and USA - As a net exporter of LNG since the middle of the last decade, the US wants to expand its markets 
and reach in Europe. 

• Russia’s economy is mainly dependent on exports of oil and gas, and Europe is its largest buyer. 

• US exports are seen by some as vital to the diversification of Europe’s energy supplies. 

• During a war-like atmosphere, Europe imported more gas from the US than from Russia. 

• According to USA if Russia invades Ukraine there will be no longer a Nord Stream 2. 

3.27 The Ukraine War, India and a stand of Non-Alignment 

Why in news? 

The Russia’s invasion over Ukraine has put India’s foreign policy in a difficult situation. 

To know about Russia’s war over Ukraine, click here 

What are the claims and counter claims about the Russian invasion of Ukraine? 

• The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) is expanding despite the promises and oral commitments given 
at the highest level by the West to Russia that NATO will not be 
expanded eastwards. 

• However, that does not justify the invasion of Ukraine and it is not 
clear how this war will take care of Russian security concerns. 

• The President of Ukraine ought to have been more flexible in devising 
some formula which would have accommodated Russia’s concerns, 
for example by announcing adherence to the Minsk agreements. 
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• The West could also have been more innovative by warding off the distrust towards Russia. 

• A large part of the world has condemned the Russian invasion since it is a gross violation of sovereignty and 
territorial integrity of states. 

What is challenging for India? 

• US-India- There is the growing relationship with the United States. 

• India-U.S. relations have never been better in the defence sector. 

• Much is also made of the famous Quad (India, the United States, Australia and Japan) which is essentially an 
arrangement to contain China. 

• Russia-India- There is Russia with whom we have a long-standing history of friendship, which is still our 
principal source of military hardware technology transfer. 

• Russia has also helped us out in the United Nations on many occasions such as stalling action in the UN at the 
time of the 1971 Bangladesh war to enable us to finish the job. 

• We might need Russian support in future as and when Pakistan, fully backed by China, brings up the Kashmir 
issue in the world organisation. 

• India’s stance- The Government had done well by maintaining a kind of neutral position which is a 
demonstration of the classical Nehruvian policy of non-alignment. 

• The Russian invasion is wrong by every principle of international law but the only lasting principle in foreign 
policy is the principle of national interest. 

• The same was done at the time of the Soviet Union marching with tanks into Hungary in 1956. 

• The present approach of India is in contrast to our stand on the Anglo-French-Israeli aggression on Egypt, which 
we condemned, when it nationalised the Suez Canal. 

• Difficulties of neutral approach 

o Continuation of war resulting in large number of civilian casualties 

o The nuclear alert 

o Belarus’s renouncing of non-nuclear status 

o The indiscriminate bombing of major cities 

What is NAM and how did it evolve? 

• The NAM was formed during the Cold War to create an independent path in world politics that would not result 
in member States becoming pawns in the struggles between the major powers. 

• The Bandung Asian-African Conference 1955 is the most immediate antecedent to the creation of NAM. 

• The principles that would govern relations among large and small nations, known as the "Ten Principles of 
Bandung"were proclaimed at that Conference. 

• The First Summit of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries was held in Cairo, Egypt in 1961. 

• Founding fathers of the movement 

1. Abdel Nasser of Egypt 

2. Kwame Nkrumah of Ghana 

3. Shri Jawaharlal Nehru of India 

4. Ahmed Sukarno of Indonesia 

5. Josip Broz Tito of Yugoslavia 

3.28 India’s Ties with Europe without upsetting Russia 

Why in news? 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Europe comes at a time when the continent is facing its biggest security crisis 
since the end of the Cold War. 
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What is the PM’s three nation visit? 

• Germany- Mr. Modi and Chancellor Olaf Scholz reiterated the partnership between the two countries. 

• Berlin has also announced 10 billion Euros for bilateral cooperation. 

• Denmark- In Copenhagen, Mr. Modi attended the Second India-Nordic summit with leaders of Denmark, 
Norway, Sweden, Finland, and Iceland. 

• The PM held productive talks with Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen during which the two leaders 
reviewed the progress in India's unique 'Green Strategic Partnership' with Denmark. 

• He also participated in the India-Denmark Business Roundtable. 

• France- The Prime Minister held talks in Paris with French President Emmanuel Macron, who was re-elected 
recently. 

• He discussed the issues of bilateral and mutual interests as well as regional and global developments, amid 
Russia's aggression against Ukraine. 

What is the position of these nations over Russia's aggression against Ukraine? 

• Germany’s position- Germany, like India, has deep economic ties with Russia as it depends on Russia for 
almost 40% of its gas import requirements. 

• While the Russian aggression has prompted Germany to raise its defence spending and join the western 
sanctions regime, it has been reluctant in sending weapons to Kyiv. 

• Mr. Scholz urged Russian President Vladimir Putin to stop this senseless murder and withdraw the troops and 
that dialogue was the only way out. 

• Nordic countries- Among the Nordic five, Sweden 
and Finland are now considering dropping their 
decades-long neutrality and seeking NATO 
membership. 

• India’s position- New Delhi maintained a neutral 
position on the war which has triggered both criticism 
and engagement from the West. 

• India has abstained on a US-sponsored UN Security 
Council resolution that deplores Russia’s aggression 
against Ukraine, saying that dialogue is the only 
answer to settling disputes. 

• India has seen several high-profile visits from the 
West, with some top officials pressing New Delhi to cut 
back on trade with Russia. 

What lies ahead for India? 

• In the post-Cold War world when Europe witnessed relative stability, India is managing to build strong ties with 
both the West and Russia. 

• Now, the West is seeking to weaken Russia and Moscow is warning of a new world war. 

• The challenge before New Delhi is to build a stronger strategic future with Europe without immediately 
disrupting its complex but vital partnership with Russia. 

3.29 Why the Russia-West equation matters to India 

What is the issue? 

In the past, Delhi’s strategic enthusiasm for Moscow was shaped by India’s difficulties with the West but today, 
reconciliation between Russia and the West will make help India manage its own security challenges. 

How important is Russia for modern India’s evolution? 

• The Russian geopolitics has deeply influenced India’s national choices. It includes 

o The 1917 Revolution 

o The Soviet model of economic development 
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o The Great Game of the 19th century between the British Raj and imperial Russia 

o The Soviet support for revolutionary movements in Asia 

o The Russian role in World War II 

o Moscow’s extended Cold War with the West 

o Post-Soviet Russia’s turbulent ties with the US and Europe 

• The rise of China and the consequent geopolitical churn in Asia have raised India’s stakes in US-Russia relations. 

What happened aftermath the collapse of Soviet Union? 

• India- Russia closeness- The loss of the long-standing Soviet ally left Delhi in fears of a unipolar world 
dominated by the US. 

• The relations between Russia and the West had begun to sour which drew India closer to Russia. 

• Moscow roped in Beijing to build a new coalition — the RIC (Russia-India-China) to promote a multipolar world 
that would limit the dangers of American hyperpower. 

• India-US closeness- Delhi’s ties with Washington began to see rapid improvement since 2000. 

• The upswing in India’s ties with America coincided with a steady downturn in the relations between Russia and 
the US which began to complicate India’s great power politics. 

What is the recent status of the relations? 

• Ukraine issue- The continuous escalation of tensions between Russia and the West culminated in the last few 
weeks in Ukraine. 

• It has raised alarms of a new war between the forces of Russia and the US-led European military alliance, North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO). 

• Russia and the West are now expected to launch a new dialogue on European security in the coming days. 

• Russia presented several proposals for a new European security architecture such as an end to NATO’s further 
eastward expansion, revoke its earlier promise to make Ukraine and Georgia as members of the military alliance, 
etc. 

• Russia is also proposing an agreement on reducing provocative military activity on its borders by working out 
new arms control and military confidence-building measures in Europe. 

• In Europe, France and Germany support a reset in relations with Russia but most of the countries oppose any 
deal that promotes Russian sphere of influence in Central Europe. 

• The US which is now focused on the China challenge is interested in easing the conflict with Russia, despite its 
extraordinary military resources. 

• At present, there is a prospect for US sanctions on India triggered by the purchase of advanced Russian weapons 
like the S-400 missiles. 

How can the relations be improved? 

• Russia should recognise the costs of a prolonged confrontation with the US and Europe and the dangers of 
relying solely on China to secure its geopolitical interests. 

• Delhi’s thinking on Russia has too often been coloured by ideological sentiment but Moscow’s international 
policies have been driven more by national interest and geopolitics. 

• Delhi can welcome and support the new effort to build a mutually acceptable security order in Europe as the 
pressure for this attempted reset in Russia’s relations with the West is coming from Asian geopolitics. 

• Reconciliation between Russia and the West will make it a lot easier for India to manage its own security 
challenges. 

• Delhi should realise that stabilising the Asian balance of power will be difficult without a measure of US-Russian 
cooperation in Europe. 
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3.30 Fragmenting World Order, United Nations 

Why in news? 

The impact of the Ukraine war on global interconnectedness is a cause for worry in the post-World War order. 

What are the possible impacts of the Ukraine crisis on the global world order? 

• The impact the Ukraine crisis is fragmenting in every respect of global interconnectedness — in terms of 
international cooperation, security, military use, economic order, and even cultural ties. 

• The UN and Security Council- The events in Ukraine have exposed the United Nations and the Security 
Council for their complete ineffectiveness. 

• Russia’s actions in Ukraine in terms of refusing to seek an international mandate, seem no different from the 
war by the U.S. in Iraq in 2003, Israel’s bombing of Lebanon in 2006 and the Saudi-coalition’s attacks of Yemen 
in 2015. 

• The direct missile strikes and bombing of Ukrainian cities exacting both military and civilian casualties, and the 
creation of millions of refugees, run counter to every line of the UN Charter preamble. 

• A vote of the UN General Assembly (UNGA), that decried Moscow’s actions was brushed off by Russia’s veto. 

• Other P-5 members such as the U.S., the UK and France did not seek to strengthen the global order either. 

• Whither nuclear safeguards- Russian target on areas near Chernobyl and the Zaporizhzhia nuclear power 
is worrisome in a country that has suffered the worst impacts of the 1986 Chernobyl disaster. 

• The world must consider the cost to the nuclear non-proliferation regime’s credibility where Ukraine and Libya 
that willingly gave up nuclear programmes have been invaded. 

• The covenants agreed upon during the global war on terrorism have been degraded with the use of non-state 
actors in the Ukraine crisis. 

• Economic actions- Economic sanctions include the eviction of Russia from SWIFT payments, cancellation of 
Mastercard, Visa, American Express and Paypal, sanctioning of specific Russian businesses and pressure on 
Western businesses operating in Russia to shut down. 

• The arbitrary and unilateral nature of western sanctions rub against the international financial order set up 
under the WTO. 

• Gradually, the world may see a “non-dollar” system emerge which would run banking, fintech and credit systems 
separately from the dollar world. 

• New Delhi uses a rupee-rouble mechanism while China uses UnionPay as an alternative trading arrangement. 

• Isolation by culture- There is the western objective to isolate Russia, socially and culturally, that rails against 
the global liberal order. 

• The EU’s ban of all Russian-owned, Russian-controlled or Russian-registered planes from EU airspace will 
ensure that travel to and from Russia is severely curtailed. 

• The isolation extends to art and music - the Bolshoi Ballet’s performances in London and Madrid were cancelled. 

What should New Delhi think about? 

• The events by Russia have reversed many of the ideas of 1945 and 1990, fragmenting the international order 
established with the UN, ushering in an era of deglobalisation. 

• India’s abstentionist responses and its desire not to be critical of any of the actions taken by the big powers 
might keep Indians safe in the short term. 

• In the long term, it is only those nations that move proactively to uphold, strengthen and reinvent the global 
order that will make the world a safer place. 

3.31 Genocides 

Why in news? 

Washington and Kyiv are accusing Russia of genocide in Ukraine, but the ultimate war crime has a strict legal definition 
and has rarely been proven in court. 
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What is genocide? 

• The 1948 Genocide Convention defines genocide as crimes committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, 
a national, ethnical, racial or religious group, as such. 

• A genocide is a crime that can take place both in time of war as well 
as in time of peace. 

• Criminal acts comprising genocide include killing members of the 
group, causing them serious bodily or mental harm, creating 
conditions calculated to destroy them, preventing births, or 
forcibly transferring children to other groups. 

• Three cases so far have met international courts’ threshold 

o The Cambodian Khmer Rouge’s slaughter of minority 
Cham people and Vietnamese in the 1970s 

o The 1994 mass killing of Tutsis in Rwanda 

o The 1995 Srebrenica massacre of Muslim men and boys in Bosnia 

How to prove the genocide? 

• To establish genocide, prosecutors must first show that the victims were part of a distinct national, ethnic, racial 
or religious group. 

• This excludes groups targeted for political beliefs. 

• Genocide is harder to show than other violations of international humanitarian law, such as war crimes and 
crimes against humanity, because it requires evidence of specific intent. 

• Acussation by Ukraine and the U.S.- They accussed Russia of trying to wipe out the idea of being able to 
be Ukrainian. 

• Russia’s stand- Russia has called the attack against its smaller neighbour “a special operation” to halt 
genocide against Russian speakers in Ukraine. 

What are the other cases of genocide? 

• Past cases- The International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda convicted 
dozens of senior officials, all of them Hutus, of genocide against Tutsis. 

• In 2018, a hybrid U.N.-Cambodian tribunal found two leaders of 
Cambodia’s Khmer Rouge guilty of genocide. 

• The International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia 
convicted several key figures of genocide for their roles in the Srebrenica 
killings during the Balkan wars of the 1990s. 

• Present cases- The ICC previously issued an arrest warrant on charges of genocide against former Sudanese 
President Omar al-Bashir, but his trial cannot begin until he is in custody in The Hague. 

• The ICJ is hearing two cases 

o Claims that Myanmar has committed genocide against Rohingya Muslims. 

o Claims by Ukraine that Russia is using accusations of genocide as a false pretext for invasion. 
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3.32 The Return of the Great Power Rivalries 

Why in news? 

There were constant references to the Franco-British Entente and Germany’s growing concerns about it. 

How has the security situation evolved in Europe? 

• The security situation in Europe was undergoing massive changes. 

• The Russian power had collapsed in its far east after the war with Japan in 1904-05. 

• The erosion of Russian influence and the rise of Wilhelmine Germany threatened to alter Europe’s balance of 
power. 

• France, Britain and Russia reached an alliance that would later form the Triple Entente. 

• This triggered a dangerous security competition in Europe with the Triple Alliance (Germany, Austria-Hungary 
and Italy), which eventually led to the First World War in 1914. 

What are the similarities between events in Europe today and in the past? 

• Status of the country- Bismarck became the Minister-President of Prussia in 1862 when Prussia was part of 
the loose, ineffective German Confederation. 

• In the last 20 years of Bismarck’s reign, Bismarck stayed focused on transforming Germany internally. 

• Bismarck built the Wilhelmine Germany that turned to international politics in the early 20 century, seeking 
global domination. 

• In 2000, Russian President Vladimir Putin got a Russia that had lost huge swathes of territories, its economy 
was in a free fall, its currency had crashed, the living standards of millions of Russians had collapsed and the 
global stature had fallen. 

• Power expansion- Bismarck spent his years in power expanding the borders of Germany and building a 
stronger state and economy. 

• The post-Cold War Russia initially stayed focused on the restoration of the state and the economy, and then 
sought to expand its borders and challenge the continent’s balance of power. 

• Power- If Germany was seen as a revisionist power back then, Vladimir Putin’s Russia is today’s revisionist 
power in Europe. 

• Security challenge- If the Entente countries looked at the rise of Germany as a threat to European power 
balance, the western alliance continued to see modern Russia as a security challenge. 

What about the behaviour of Russia in the present century? 

• The present behaviour of Russia can best be explained using “offensive realism” which argue that revisionist 
powers tend to use force to rewrite the balance of power if they find the circumstances are favourable. 

• The status quo powers, or the existing regional hegemons, would seek to prevent any new country attaining 
more power at their expense. 

• The result of this type of competition is permanent rivalry and conflict. 

• This can be seen from Mr. Putin’s offensive moves. 

o He sent troops to Georgia, practically ending that country’s NATO ambitions. 

o He took Crimea without fighting a war. 

o He sent troops to Syria not just to save the regime of Assad and protect Russia’s Mediterranean naval 
base in Tartus but also to neutralise Turkey and Israel. 

o He reinforced Russia’s primacy in Central Asia by bringing peace to the Nagorno-Karabakh and 
dispatching forces to restore order in Kazakhstan. 

o Then, Russia invaded Ukraine. 

• Russia has been violating the sovereignty of a weaker power and flouted international laws in the “rules-based” 
order. 

What about the security cooperation in Russia now? 

• Russia apparently had two strategic objectives in Ukraine 
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o to expand Russian borders and create a buffer 

o to reinforce Russia’s deterrence against NATO 

• While Russia has succeeded in expanding by capturing almost all of Ukraine’s east, the war has backfired 
Russia’s ability to clinch a quick outright victory in Ukraine. 

• This has strengthened NATO, driving even Sweden and Finland into its arms and the economic sanctions would 
leave a long-term hole in Russia’s economy. 

• There will not be peace in Europe unless either Russia accepts its diminished role and goes into a spell of 
strategic retreat like it did after the disintegration of the Soviet Union. 

• What makes the latest round of great power rivalry more dangerous is that there are nuclear weapons on both 
sides. 

4. INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

4.1 Rome’s G20 Summit 

Why in news? 

The leaders of the world's twenty major economies gathered in Italy's Rome on Saturday for a two-day summit centred 
on the issues of climate change, Covid-19 and economic recovery. 

What is G20? 

• The G20 is an international forum that brings together the world's 20 leading industrialised and emerging 
economies including India. 

• Its members account for more than 80% of world GDP, 75% of global trade and 60% of the population of the 
planet. 

• The forum has met every year since 1999 and includes, since 2008, a yearly Summit, with the participation of 
the respective Heads of State and Government. 

• Ministerial meetings, Sherpa meetings (in charge of carrying out negotiations and building consensus among 
Leaders), working groups and special events are organized throughout the year. 

How the G20 works? 

• The G20 does not have a permanent secretariat. 

• Its agenda and activities are established by the rotating Presidencies, in cooperation with the membership. 

• A “Troika”, represented by the country that holds the Presidency, its predecessor and its successor, works to 
ensure continuity within the G20. 

• The Troika countries are currently Saudi Arabia, Italy and Indonesia. 

What is the current Rome summit about? 

• The activity of the Italian Presidency has been based on three interconnected pillars of action – People, Planet 
and Prosperity 

• The agenda included the biggest issues facing the global community, including the COVID-19 pandemic, climate 
change, a major tax agreement, and steps to address concerns regarding global economic growth and stability. 

• At the end of two days of working sessions and side events, the G20 Leaders adopted the Rome Declaration. 

• Health - To mitigate the pandemic, the focus was on vaccine production and distribution. 

• The members assures support to WHO’s target of inoculating 40% or more of the global population against 
COVID-19 by 2021, and at least 70% by mid-2022. 

•  The G20 leaders were committed to boost the supply of vaccines in developing countries to overcome supply 
and financing constraint. 

• Climate Change - The Group leaders recommitted their nations to providing $100 billion a year toward 
adaptation, mitigation, and green technologies, focusing on the needs of developing countries. 
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• Leaders for the first time acknowledged the use of carbon pricing mechanisms and incentives” as a possible tool 
against climate change. 

• Global finance -The G20 leadership agreed to impose multinationals with a minimum 15% tax to create a 
more stable and fairer international tax system. 

• This OECD-led reform enjoys the support of 136 countries, which account for more than 90% of global GDP, 
and is likely to enter into force in 2023 or after. 

• Nations such as the U.S. are divided as it would impact the tech titans of Silicon Valleyon  and it might face 
implementation delays. 

• Global economy – Rising inflation, increased energy prices, and supply chain bottlenecks are affecting the 
world economy which is still reeling from Covid-related disruptions. 

• G20 leaders ensured not to withdraw the national support measures. 

• They also pledged to remain vigilant to the global challenges such as disruptions in supply chains. 

• Development aid - Leaders set a new target of channelling $100bn towards poorest nations, coming from the 
$650bn pot made available by IMF . 

• The timely, effective and coordinated action across major nations will be a ray of hope for global recovery. 

4.2 Fifth BIMSTEC Summit – 2 

Why in news? 

In its 25th year, and at its fifth summit held in hybrid format in Colombo, the organisation adopted a charter which aims 
at providing greater coordination among the members. 

What is BIMSTEC? 

• BIMSTEC is a regional multilateral organization comprising 7 Member States lying in the littoral and adjacent 
areas of the Bay of Bengal. 

• This sub-regional organization came into being on 6 June 1997 through the Bangkok Declaration. 

• The seven Member States ae Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Myanmar and Thailand. 

• It has its secretariat at Dhaka, Bangladesh. 

• Initially, the economic bloc was formed with 4 Member States with the acronym ‘BIST-EC’ (Bangladesh, India, 
Sri Lanka and Thailand Economic Cooperation). 

• BIMSTEC Centres 

o BIMSTEC Energy Centre 

o BIMSTEC Centre on Weather and Climate 

To know about Fifth BIMSTEC Summit-1, click here 

What is the Colombo package of the fifth BIMSTEC Summit? 

• The process of re-defining its purpose and rejuvenating its organs and institutions was launched at the Leaders’ 
Retreat convened by India in 2016. 

• It gathered momentum in Kathmandu Summit in 2018 and the result is now seen in the package of agreements 
announced at the fifth summit. 

• BIMSTEC Charter- It presents BIMSTEC as “an inter-governmental organization” and lists 11 items such as 
acceleration of economic growth and social progress in the Bay of Bengal region, promotion of multidimensional 
connectivity, etc. 

• The grouping now views itself as a regional organisation whose destiny is linked with the area around the Bay 
of Bengal. 

• Sectors of cooperation- It was decided to re-constitute and reduce the number of sectors of cooperation from 
14 to 7. 

• Each member-state will serve as a lead for a sector 

o trade, investment and development (Bangladesh) 
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o environment and climate change (Bhutan) 

o security, including energy (India) 

o agriculture and food security (Myanmar) 

o people-to-people contacts (Nepal) 

o science, technology and innovation (Sri Lanka) 

o connectivity (Thailand) 

• Master Plan for Transport Connectivity- It was devised and backed by the Asian Development Bank 
(ADB). 

• It lists 264 projects entailing a total investment of 126 billion dollars applicable for 2018-2028. 

• Others- The package also includes three new agreements signed by member states, relating to 

o mutual legal assistance in criminal matters 

o cooperation between diplomatic academies 

o establishment of a technology transfer facility in Colombo 

Why is this Summit significant? 

• Edge over SAARC- The new charter comes at a time when the need for an alternative regional-global 
organisation is increasingly being felt because of the declining nature of SAARC which has not met since 2014. 

• Security- The Bay of Bengal borders the Strait of Malacca which is the main energy lane for the eastern and 
Southeast Asian nations. 

• The security relevance of BIMSTEC has been growing especially after the Easter Sunday bombings in Sri Lanka 
in 2019. 

• Domestic problems aside- BIMSTEC members like Myanmar and Bangladesh have challenges like the 
Rohingya crisis since 2017. 

• As of now, the grouping included Myanmar in the summit indicating that it will not interfere in domestic 
political problems and provides scope for an inclusive meet. 

What are the concerns? 

• Trade pillar- The pillar of trade, economic and investment cooperation needs greater strengthening at a faster 
pace. 

• A framework agreement for a comprehensive Free Trade Agreement (FTA) was signed in 2004. 

• Of the seven constituent agreements needed for the FTA, only two are in place as of now. 

• The need for expansion of connectivity was stressed by everyone but finalising legal instruments for coastal 
shipping, road transport and intra-regional energy grid connection remains unfinished. 

• Deepening cooperation in security matters and management of Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief 
(HADR) was achieved speedier. 

• Bilateral issues- BIMSTEC members like Myanmar and Bangladesh have challenges like the Rohingya crisis 
that both sides have been dealing with since 2017. 

How will this Summit prove beneficial to India? 

• Trade- Having walked away from mega trade blocs such as the RCEP, India’s willingness to explore an FTA 
within the framework of a near-home regional grouping may provide greater accommodation for multi-party 
interests. 

• Security- India will steer the security pillar of BIMSTEC and is expected to coordinate region wide security 
cooperation. 

• Connectivity- The BBIN connectivity project of Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and Nepal is expected to be merged 
with the port and infrastructure projects like the Sittwe port of Myanmar and Payra port of Bangladesh and 
Colombo of Sri Lanka. 

• Advantage over SAARC- SAARC has been weighed down by issues between India and Pakistan while 
BIMSTEC appears to be an inclusive platform setting aside the bilateral problems. 
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4.3 WTO’s Joint Initiatives 

What is the issue? 

Several countries, including India, have so far stayed out of the JI negotiations that these initiatives lack a multilateral 
negotiating mandate and are an attack on the fabric of multilateralism underlying WTO. 

What is WTO? 

• The World Trade Organization (WTO) is the only global international organization dealing with the rules of 
trade between nations. 

• It came into being in 1995 as the successor to the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). 

• Virtually all decisions in the WTO are taken by consensus among all member countries and they are ratified by 
members' parliaments. 

• Trade friction is channeled into the WTO's dispute settlement process where the focus is on interpreting 
agreements and commitments. 

What are the major concerns in WTO? 

• Appellate Body – The legally binding dispute settlement process comprises of a two-tier structure of “panel” 
and “appellate body”. 

• It is now two years since the US blocked the appointment of Appellate Body members which has undermined 
the functioning of the enforcement. 

• There are currently 21 appeals pending before the presently defunct Appellate Body. 

• Compromise on WTO’s role - The WTO’s role as the arbiter of rules has been compromised and there is 
increasing pressure for new rules and new agreements. 

• The multilateral format for rule-making that the WTO provided is also under threat. 

• Lack of consensus – WTO has faced severe criticism for its inability to conclude any major negotiations in 
over two decades. 

• There has been lack of consensus among its diverse membership, who differ considerably in terms of their 
economic, socio-political structures, and interests. 

What are the joint initiatives? 

• Some like-minded Members proposed an innovative approach called Joint Initiatives (JIs), during the 11th 
Ministerial Conference held in Buenos Aires in December 2017. 

• JSIs can be broadly defined as a plurilateral negotiating tool initiated by a group of WTO Members who start 
negotiations on certain issues without adhering to the rule of consensus decision-making. 

• The initiatives were on 

o E-commerce 

o Investment facilitation for development 

o Services domestic regulation 

o Micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises (MSMEs) 

• Of the 164 WTO members, 136 are participating in the JI on investment facilitation, 86 in e-commerce, 65 in 
services domestic regulation and 70 in MSMEs. 

What are the options for inserting JIs into the WTO system? 

• Given the divide in how the membership views JSIs, there appear to be two most feasible options on how to 
include JSIs into the WTO system. 

• Through Regional Trade Agreements (RTAs) – It is preferred by some developing countries and least 
developing countries. 

• In order to form an RTA, members would have to meet the legal condition of liberalising “substantially all the 
trade” under GATT Art. XXIV and the “substantial sectoral coverage” condition under GATS Art. V. 

• Through an amendment to the Members’ schedules – It is preferred by developed countries. 
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• With regards to JIs on trade in services, GATS schedules can be amended under GATS Art. XXI to include 
conditions of market access and national treatment. 

What are the issues in incorporating JIs into the WTO system? 

• The negotiated disciplines on “Services domestic regulation” have been incorporated into WTO commitments 
on a Most favoured nation (MFN) basis. 

• But, the JIs on e-commerce and investment facilitation are still exploring the issue of possible legal architecture. 

• Other than Services domestic regulation, none of the other JIs have been comprehensively blended into existing 
WTO commitments. 

• They also can’t be incorporated into the WTO fold as new plurilateral agreements that create rights and 
obligations only among participating members because consensus of all members is necessary for this to 
happen. 

• Several countries, including India, have so far stayed out of the JI negotiations that these initiatives lack a 
multilateral negotiating mandate and are an attack on the fabric of multilateralism underlying WTO. 

How can the issues be addressed? 

• JIs are likely to form the basis in any future bilateral or even multilateral negotiations and staying out minimises 
the ability to influence the shape of new rules. 

• The thrust of JI discussions is facilitation for MSMEs by establishing a new Trade4MSMEs platform that is 
expected to provide trade-related information to small businesses. 

• There has to be a clarity on this as any multilateral rules for MSMEs would first need to grapple with how size 
of an economy influences the perception of what is a MSME. 

• It has to be ensured that any new rules are based on WTO’s core principle of multilateral decision-making and 
the very principles of multilateralism can be used to insist that JIs need to be negotiated at the multilateral level. 

4.4 The Draft TRIPS Waiver 

Why in news? 

The draft TRIPS waiver is being criticised for it represents a significant climb down from the original proposal of India 
and South Africa. 

What is the background of this draft? 

• In 2020, India and South Africa demanded that key provisions of the Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual 
Property Rights (TRIPS) agreement of WTO be temporarily waived. 

• The idea was to give countries the legal room to circumvent patent, trademark, and trade secret protections in 
the WTO Agreement on TRIPS in order to scale up production and export of critical vaccines and medications 
in the battle against COVID-19. 

• Objectives of the proposal 

o To promote adequate supplies 

o To promote affordable pricing 

o To further equitable distribution of Covid vaccine, medicines, and tests 

• The developed world, especially the European Union (EU), kept delaying this comprehensive vision. 

To know more about India’s proposal, click here 

What are the major concerns with the draft text? 

• Coverage- The draft waiver includes only COVID-19 vaccines and not other COVID-19 medical products. 

• This defeats the purpose of the TRIPS waiver, which was to ensure cheaper and faster availability of drugs. 

• IP rights- The draft waiver proposes to waive only patents and not other IP rights. 

• India’s original stand was that all IP rights, not just patents, be waived. 

• Issue of patents- The draft waiver allows countries to limit the exclusive rights conferred on patent holders 
under the TRIPS agreement through the use of Article 31, which permits the issuance of compulsory licenses. 
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• The draft waiver allows countries to export any proportion of vaccines to eligible countries from the earlier 
flexibility that allowed predominantly for the domestic market. 

• However, this waiver is subject to several notification requirements that will increase the transaction costs and 
may prevent countries from using the system. 

o Eligible members should prevent re-exportation of COVID-19 vaccines that they have imported. 

o The eligible countries which issue a compulsory license for COVID-19 vaccines have to notify the WTO 
about the authorised entity, the quantities, duration, and the list of countries to which the vaccines are 
being exported. 

• Authorisation- Article 31(a) of the TRIPS agreement requires that permission for compulsory licenses shall 
be considered on a product-by-product basis. 

• But now the draft waiver clarifies that a single authorisation may be given to use the subject matter of multiple 
patents necessary for the production and supply of COVID-19 medicines. 

• Universality- Only those developing countries that exported less than 10% of world exports of COVID-19 
vaccine doses in 2021 are covered for exportation and importation. 

• There is no mention of least developed countries. 

• Trade secrets- The draft waives the obligation of a member to protect unrevealed information submitted 
before a drug regulator to claim marketing approval. 

• But it is silent on overcoming the challenges posed by protection to other trade secrets covered under TRIPS. 

• India’s pharma industry- The draft is protectionist in nature as it reserves to Big Pharma all developed 
country markets and China. 

• Capable Indian vaccine manufacturers will not be able to sell to approximately 50% of the global population, 
whereas northern monopolists will be free to sell anywhere and everywhere. 

• India won’t be the ‘pharmacy of the world’ but it will only be a minor player to some low and middle-income 
countries. 

What do the concerns of the draft waiver signify? 

• History repeating itself- In the aftermath of the HIV/AIDS crisis in Africa, the WTO adopted a decision in 
2003 waiving certain TRIPS obligations to increase the accessibility of medicines. 

• However, the waiver was subject to stringent requirements that led to ineffective use of the waiver. 
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• Profit over public health- The developed countries serving the interests of their pharmaceutical firms are all 
set to win once again, over the public health concerns of humanity. 

• WTO’s credibility- This will further reduce the WTO’s relevance and credibility. 

4.5 Reforming WHO 

What is the issue? 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi once again brought up the issue of reforming the WHO while addressing the heads of 
countries at the second global COVID-19 summit. 

What is the global COVID-19 summit? 

• The first global virtual summit on Covid-19 was hosted by President Biden in 2021. 

• The second summit was held virtually and was co-hosted by United States, Belize, Germany, Indonesia, and 
Senegal. 

• It included the participation of more than 30 countries. 

• The 2nd summit brought in more than $3 from the participants, multilateral and philanthropic organisation in 
addition to commitments made in 2021 and 2022. 

To know about WHO, click here 

What issues in WHO spurred the criticism? 

• Declaration of pandemic- The world body’s delay in declaring the pandemic a global emergency has spurred 
criticisms worldwide. 

• Preventing the spread- There were many early steps that could have prevented the spread of the virus, but 
the WHO failed to advise governments correctly. 

• Patent waivers- The issue of patent waivers, where a joint India-South Africa proposal made in 2020 has not 
yet been adopted. 

• Methodology on data estimation- WHO’s methodology and model for estimating the Covid deaths was also 
challenged by India. 

• Approval of vaccines- India also protested the long delay in obtaining WHO approval for the Indian-made 
Covaxin developed by Bharat Biotech, which was finally given in November 2021. 

• Free and fair investigation- The reluctance of China to share vital information regarding the novel 
coronavirus and its refusal to allow WHO to investigate freely and fairly on the origin of the virus have 
highlighted the need to strengthen WHO. 

How can the body be strengthened? 

• Increased mandatory funding- For several years, the mandatory contribution has accounted for less than 
a fourth of the total budget, thus reducing the level of predictability in WHO’s responses. 

• The agency must be equipped with more powers to demand that member states comply with the norms and to 
alert WHO in case of disease outbreaks that could cause global harm. 

• Penalties for non-compliance- Under the legally binding international health regulations, member states 
are expected to have in place core capacities to identify, report and respond to public health emergencies. 

• But non-compliance does not attract any penalties which need to be changed for any meaningful protection 
from future disease outbreaks. 

• Vaccine approvals- There has been a demand for a review of the health agency’s processes on vaccine 
approvals. 

4.6 Forked Tongue Strategy: China's dealings with ASEAN 

What is the issue? 

The recent incidents in the South China Sea particularly with respect to maritime spaces with the ASEAN states, shows 
the Chinese ability to speak with a forked tongue. 
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How China’s action looks forked tongue? 

• On one hand China tries to elevate ASEAN-China ties to a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership (CSP). 

• On the other hand China frequently violates the maritime territorial boundaries with these states as claimed 
under UNCLOS through naval incursions and blockade. 

• Both these actions go against each other when it comes to bilateral relationship of China with ASEAN countries. 

Is China a reliable partner for ASEAN countries? 

• The ASEAN and China concluded a Special Summit to commemorate the 30th anniversary of the ASEAN-China 
Dialogue Relations. 

• The elevation of the ASEAN-China ties to a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership (CSP) must be seen within the 
context of recent incidents in the South China Sea. 

• China’s action is evident enough to say that it is not willing to move towards a more binding Code of Conduct in 
the South China Sea. 

• Increasingly, Beijing is trying to push the normative order, particularly in regards to the maritime spaces with 
the ASEAN states. 

Why ASEAN countries view Beijing with suspicion? 

• Philippines - The summit took place in the background of a stand-off between Beijing and the Philippines over 
the Second Thomas Shoal (Ayungin Shoal). 

• It is a territory contested since 1999. 

• The stand-off took place over the Philippines efforts to deliver supplies to its defence personnel stationed on 
this shoal. 

• A stranded vessel (Sierra Madre) at Ayungin Shoal has been a bone of contention. 

• The stationing of Philippines troops there has been to ensure that incursions from China do not go undetected. 

• Filipino Secretary of State Teodoro Locsin, stated that restricting the movement of Filipino naval vessels goes 
against Article 4 of the Philippines-United States Mutual Defence Treaty (MDT). 

• He stated that Ayungin Shoal was an integral part of the Philippines. The region falls under the Exclusive 
Economic Zone (EEZ) of the Philippines, which is clearly recognised under the tenets of the UNCLOS. 

• Chinese assertions do not recognise UNCLOS and are based on its claims to the nine-dash line that covers almost 
80% of the South China Sea waters as its own. 

• China has even rejected the ruling of the Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA) in 2016. 

• Indonesia – China has objected to the Indonesian oil exploration near Natuna islands in the north Natuna 
Sea, which Beijing calls the South China Sea. 

• The friction with China over the Natuna region has been evident since 2014. 

• Indonesia has also been repeatedly highlighting the relevance of international law and the UNCLOS. 

• Indonesia's response was augmenting its defence capabilities around the Natuna archipelago. 

How should we view the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership (CSP)? 

• The elevation of the ASEAN-China ties to CSP will remain merely rhetorical. 

• The incursions by the Chinese into Indonesian waters in the aftermath of the AUKUS deal made Indonesia 
express its concerns over the impending arms race in the regional waters. 

• But during the East Asia Summit (EAS) in October 2021, the ASEAN raised the level of its ties with Australia to 
CSP 

• This belied the view that there were strained relations with Australia post the AUKUS deal. 

• So the CSP in itself may be seen as a form of diplomatic leverage, with little or no binding impact. 

• A close reading of the Joint Statement issued at the conclusion of the summit reveals four core areas of challenge 
in the China-ASEAN ties 

1. ASEAN claims to reaffirm the principles of the ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-Pacific. 

http://www.shankariasacademy.com/
http://www.iasparliament.com/


 www.shankariasacademy.com 

www.iasparliament.com 
        
                                                                                                                   

CHENNAI | SALEM | MADURAI | COIMBATORE                                  DELHI | BANGALORE | THIRUVANANTHAPURAM  

96 

2. Mutual respect under international law which is negated by China's repeated incursions; 

3. Commitment to the UNCLOS, which has also been repeatedly violated by China; 

4. Moving towards a Code of Conduct (COC) based on the principles enshrined in UNCLOS, which is 
unlikely. 

4.7 Tokyo Quad Summit 

Why in news? 

Leaders of the U.S., Japan, Australia and India gathered in Tokyo for a summit of the “Quad”. 

What is the background of formation of Quad? 

• Following the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami, the four countries created an informal alliance to collaborate on 
disaster relief efforts and to provide humanitarian assistance. 

• It was formalised by former Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe in 2007, but then fell dormant for nearly a 
decade. 

• In 2017, with the rising threat of China, the four countries revived the Quad broadening the objectives to 
establish a rules-based international order. 

• The Quad leaders held their first formal summit in 2021. 

• Objectives of Quad 

o Maritime security recommitting to a shared vision for a free, open, 
resilient and inclusive Indo-Pacific region 

o Combating the Covid-19 crisis, especially vaccine diplomacy 

o Addressing the risks of climate change 

o Creating an ecosystem for investment in the region 

o Boosting technological innovation 

What areas were discussed? 

• Russia’s invasion of Ukraine- US, Japan and Australia have taken an unequivocal stand against Russia’s 
aggression, while India’s position is neutral that calls for respect of territorial sovereignty and integrity and the 
UN charter. 

• The threat of China- Every Quad statement has proxy references to China in the repeated emphasis on a 
“rules based international order” and a “free and open” Indo-Pacific. 

• In 2008, Australia pulled out of the Quad because it did not wish to antagonise China, with which it has deep 
economic ties. 

• But China’s militarisation, aggressive foreign policy and determined push on its territorial claims had the effect 
of bringing the four together again in 2017, in what was called Quad 2.0. 

• The pandemic, its controversial origins in China, and the resulting disruption of the global supply chain have 
also been instrumental in bringing the four closer. 

• But, each Quad member views the Chinese threat differently. 

o For the US, it is about trade and Taiwan. 

o For Australia, trade and establishment of a Chinese military base in the Solomon Islands was the biggest 
issue. 

o Japan and India are closest to China, and both face Chinese claims to territory. 

• Adherence to international law- Following international law as reflected in the UN Convention on the Law 
of the Sea and in maintaining freedom of navigation and overflight was also discussed. 

• The challenges to the maritime rules-based order, including in the East and South China Seas were a matter of 
discussion. 

• Non-security initiatives- Cutting-edge technology, pharmaceuticals and infrastructure have been described 
as key battlegrounds in the contest with China. 

http://www.shankariasacademy.com/
http://www.iasparliament.com/


 www.shankariasacademy.com 

www.iasparliament.com 
        
                                                                                                                   

CHENNAI | SALEM | MADURAI | COIMBATORE                                  DELHI | BANGALORE | THIRUVANANTHAPURAM  

97 

What messages were affirmed by the leaders? 

• Against unilateral actions- The Quad leaders affirmed to strongly oppose coercive, provocative, and 
unilateral actions by Beijing that seek to change the status quo and heighten tensions across the region. 

• For this, a military coordination between the dialogue members will continue to provide strategic depth to the 
mission, including notably the annual Malabar exercise. 

• Leveraging resources- They seek to leverage resources in areas such as 

o Vaccine delivery 

o Climate action 

o Supply chain resilience 

o Disaster response 

o Cyber security infrastructure 

o Economic cooperation 

What are the difficulties in pulling out these initiatives? 

• Co-operation- With India pulling together in different directions from other Quad countries on data 
management, it raises questions on the co-operation among the four. 

• IPEF- The Biden Administration’s Indo-Pacific Economic Framework appears streamlined with the Quad 
initiatives but how it can counter Chinese economic clout remains to be seen as each of the Quad partners have 
flourishing bilateral trade with China. 

4.8 Quadrilateral queasiness: On India’s stance in Russia-Ukraine crisis 

Why in news? 

At a virtual meeting of the Quad, leaders discussed the crisis of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine along with traditional topics 
of interest, including territorial and maritime security across the Indo-Pacific. 

What does the Quad joint statement reveal? 

• Free and open Indo-Pacific - The four nations reaffirmed their commitment to a free and open Indo-Pacific 
in which the sovereignty and territorial integrity of all states is respected and countries are free from military, 
economic, and political coercion. 

• Sanctions- They have not only condemned Russia’s aggression but have also slapped Russian elites and 
organisations linked to them with crippling sanctions. 

• Humanitarian assistance- They agreed to set up a humanitarian assistance and disaster relief mechanism 
to meet future humanitarian challenges in the Indo-Pacific 
and provide a channel for communication to address and 
respond to the crisis in Ukraine. 

• Officials said the Quad meeting was held in order to present 
a united front in the face of the Ukraine crisis but the leaders 
differed on the emphasis they put on the Ukraine crisis in 
separate messages. 

• India’s stand- India has abstained from three UN 
resolutions condemning Russia. 

• India’s readout only referenced Ukraine in passing, in the 
context of establishing a new humanitarian assistance and 
disaster relief mechanism for this cause. 

• Stand of others- The latest Quad meeting was in part motivated by the concern that India is not explicitly 
condemning Russia’s decision to launch a ground offensive across the Russia-Ukraine border. 

• The U.S., Australia and Japan directly called out Russia’s attempt to unilaterally force changes to the status quo 
in Ukraine and vowed not to let such action occur in the Indo-Pacific. 
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What are the complexities for India? 

• Russia’s action have posed complex questions for India’s strategic calculus, even as New Delhi continues to be 
guided by the 21st century variant of its non-alignment paradigm. 

• Ministry of External Affairs is already well versed at playing hardball with the mandarins at the U.S. State 
Department over getting a CAATSA waiver for India’s purchase of the Russian Triumf missile defence system 
from Russia. 

 

What does this signify? 

• The idea that countries can force sovereign nations with a history of non-alignment to pick a side in a complex 
geopolitical conflict is quite outdated and eminently unviable in today’s interdependent global arena. 

• Organizations like Quad cannot afford to alienate India, a critical partner in the global-strategic plan to balance 
the rise of China as a potential Asian hegemon. 

• India may find its resolve and patience with Russian occupying forces that commit war crimes and human rights 
violations in contravention of the Geneva Convention, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

4.9 What Quad can learn from NATO’s Blunders 

What is the issue? 

The mistake of West failing to read Putin's ambitions and downgrading NATO should not be repeated. 

Why Quad is considered as an Asian NATO? 

• While the Quad members say that the group is meant to deepen economic, diplomatic and military ties, China 
terms the grouping as an “Asian NATO”. 

• The group has held “Quad-plus” meetings that have included South Korea, New Zealand and Vietnam, which 
could form the basis for future expansion or partnership in the region. 
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What is NATO? 

o NATO is an intergovernmental political and military alliance among 29 independent member countries across 
North American and European states. 

o Headquarters - Brussels, Belgium. 

o It was founded in 1949 for the collective defence of its members, linking the security of the United States with 
its European allies against the Soviet Union. 

o Principle of Collective Defence – It is enshrined in Article 5 of the Washington treaty which states that an 
attack against one or several of its members is considered as an attack against all. 

What did the West fail to recognise? 

• Vladimir Putin’s version of the war is that it was a “special military operation”, similiar to India’s police action 
against Hyderabad in 1948. 

• Putin has had a dramatic rise in the political hierarchy of Moscow, with many of his successes unexplained. 

• What should have brought Putin to the notice of the West were his first two achievements 

o the stabilisation and increase in oil production and export that hugely increased the Russian GDP, 

o his successful suppression of the Chechnya revolt. 

• Unfortunately, it was ignored in the West which was busy with civilianising and militarily downgrading NATO. 

• As Eastern European nations clamoured to join the EU, the western leaders dismantled the military intellectual 
content of NATO headquarters, reducing NATO forces to a rapid reaction force under the political control of a 
civilian secretary-general. 

• The West, therefore, failed to connect Putin’s invasion of Georgia with his continuing vision to fight the regime 
change in Ukraine in 2015. 

What can the Quad learn from this unnecessary war? 

• The Indo-Pacific is not continental Europe and war in the Indo-Pacific will be a maritime war fought in 
accordance with maritime strategy and space assets. 

• The rules of engagement are vastly different. 

• To call the Quad a “diplomatic grouping” is a catastrophic error. 

• Each member of the Quad has a different enmity with China and what binds these nations is their determination 
to dominate the Indo-Pacific and use maritime power to enforce the rules of governance. 

What is the way forward for Quad to function effectively? 

• The Quad needs to be represented by the owners of the maritime assets used to obtain domain awareness and a 
staff with command communications and a depth of intellectual planning. 

• The great maritime strength of the Quad is its force of Maritime Patrol Aircraft and with that, a maritime domain 
awareness can be built up that prevents the Chinese navy the chance to hide in the vastness of the ocean. 

• It would be useful to establish an Indo-Pacific situation plot at Visakhapatnam, backed by an elite naval staff, to 
watch the transformation of China from a regional power into a world-class navy. 

• Quad meetings should be headed by naval officers, with diplomatic support, so that they don’t produce 
irrelevant agenda like the recent one that spoke of Covid, climate change and natural disasters. 

4.10 NAM at 60 Marks an Age of Indian Alignment 

Why in news? 

The birth anniversary of Jawaharlal Nehru this month and the 60th anniversary of the Non-Aligned Movement prompt 
reflection on Nehru’s major contribution to the field of international relations. 

How did NAM evolve? 

• The concept of not aligning a country’s policy with others can be traced to the Congress of Vienna (1814-15) 
when the neutrality of Switzerland was recognised. 
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• The NAM was founded during the collapse of the colonial system and the independence struggles of the peoples 
of Africa, Asia, Latin America and other regions and at the height of the Cold War. 

• While some meetings with a third-world perspective were held before 1955, historians consider that 
the Bandung Asian-African Conference is the most immediate antecedent to the creation of NAM. 

• This Conference was held in Bandung in 1955 with the aim of identifying and assessing world issues at the time 
and pursuing out joint policies in international relations. 

• The principles that would govern relations among 
large and small nations, known as the "Ten 
Principles of Bandung" were proclaimed at 
that Conference. 

• The NAM was formed during the Cold War to 
create an independent path in world politics that 
would not result in member States becoming 
pawns in the struggles between the major powers. 

• The First Summit of the Movement of Non-
Aligned Countries was held in Cairo, 
Egypt in 1961. 

• Abdel Nasser of Egypt, Kwame Nkrumah of 
Ghana, Shri Jawaharlal Nehru of India, Ahmed 
Sukarno of Indonesia and Josip Broz Tito of 
Yugoslavia later became the founding fathers of 
the movement. 

What led to the adoption of NAM by India? 

• Nehru saw world problems as interlinked but 
considers India’s interests first even before the 
merits of the case. 

• Nehru was opposed to the conformity required by both sides in the Cold War. 

• His opposition to alliances was justified by American weapons to Pakistan from 1954 and the creation of 
western-led military blocs in Asia. 

• Non-alignment was the least costly policy for promoting India’s diplomatic presence, a sensible approach when 
India was weak and and the best means of securing economic assistance from abroad. 

What were the challenges? 

• The difficulty was always to find a definition of this policy, which caused a credibility gap between theory and 
practice. 

• In the early years, there was economic dependence on donor countries who were nearly all members of western 
military pacts. 

• Indian equidistance to both Koreas and both Vietnams was shown by India recognising neither but it  recognised 
one party in the two Chinas and two Germanies. 

• The Treaty of peace, friendship and cooperation between India and the USSR of 1971 due to the 
Liberation war of Bangladesh came dangerously to a military alliance. 

What were the failures of NAM? 

• Nehru was hesitant earlier because in theory a coalition or movement of non-aligned nations was a contradiction 
in terms. 

• According to then Defence Minister Krishna Menon, true non-alignment was to be non-aligned towards the 
non-aligned. 

• Among the members there were varying alignments, non-internalising of their own concepts of human rights 
and peaceful settlement of disputes without violating the principle of sovereign domestic jurisdiction. 

• Lack of collective action and collective self-reliance, and the non-establishment of an equitable international 
economic or information order were other failures. 
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• The years following Nehru’s death, the non-alignment has undergone considerable changes by inclining 
to greater alignment with the United States at present. 

4.11 U.S. challenges OPEC+ with Release of Oil Reserves 

What is the issue? 

The US has said it is releasing 50 million barrels of oil from its reserves in an attempt to bring down soaring energy and 
petrol prices. 

What is the background of the issue? 

• US President Joe Biden has repeatedly asked the OPEC group of oil-producing nations to boost output more 
rapidly. 

• OPEC+ which includes Russia has resisted pressure for swifter hikes sticking to its plan of gradually raising 
output by 400,000 barrels per day each month since August. 

• It said that it is concerned that a resurgence of coronavirus cases could drive down demand as happened at the 
height of the pandemic. 

• Crude oil prices recently touched 7 year highs amid a sharp uptick in global demand as economies recover from 
the pandemic and it has driven up petrol prices and energy bills in many countries. 

How are oil prices decided? 

• Supply and demand - The concept of supply and demand is the mechanism by which the prices of crude oil 
are controlled. 

• OPEC as producers have no influence over the demand for petroleum but they tend to change its supply in order 
to influence the price. 

• In order to keep prices of the oil stable, OPEC countries usually maintain a quota of oil supply. 

• Speculations - Another mechanism of pricing is the future supply based on some speculations. 

• These are the supply and demand based on speculations of suppliers and consumers. 

What are the reasons for the current oil demand? 

• Fuel switching from gas and coal to oil and crude is the reason for increased demand. 

• Soaring natural gas prices have spiked the price by 300%  

• Agencies like IEA’s forecast on oil demand contributes for the reluctance of OPEC to open the taps. 

What will be the future prospects of oil demand? 

• Top exporter Saudi Arabia has started cutting its official selling price to its core customers to ease the price of 
Brent crude oil futures. 

• On the demand side,China’s industrial slowdown, collapse of real estate giant Evergrande, rising inflation 
pressure and Covid-19 disruptions could undermine oil demand growth over the next 12 months. 

• But in the near term, a repeat of a cold winter across the Northern Hemisphere could cause major energy supply 
shortages in many leading industrial hubs. 

• The rise of prices of natural gas, coal and electricity are putting extra pressure on oil markets and boosting the 
demand as industries and power generators are seeking to switch to liquid fuels. 

What is the recent U.S.’s move about? 

• The U.S. has announced that it will release millions of barrels of oil from strategic reserves in coordination with 
China, India, South Korea, Japan and Britain. 

• Under the plan, the United States will release 50 million barrels, India would release 5 million barrels, while 
Britain would release of 1.5 million barrels of oil from privately held reserves. 

• China, the world's largest crude importer, remains non-committal, though it has taken steps this year to cool 
price rises of other commodities in its domestic market. 

Does the move look viable? 
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• Short term - Prices were expected to go downwards in the short term but that has not happened in the 24 
hours since the move was announced. 

• Oil prices moved up after the announcement by the US and India, partly because the move was already priced 
in by the markets and partly because the market anticipates the OPEC+ to retaliate. 

• Long term – The measures are bound to bounce back because the group commands limited ability to influence 
supply dynamics. 

• The OPEC alone, in comparison, contains over more than 1,100 billion barrels, which is 80 of global oil reserves. 

• The strategic reserves are meant to be drawn down only when 
supplies are blocked either due to war or a natural calamity and 
there is a limit to which they can be used to influence prices. 

• OPEC’s response - Chances are that the cartel may decide not 
to go ahead with a planned increase of 4,00,000 barrels a day in 
order to nullify the impact of the release from strategic reserves. 

Where does this leave India? 

• India has a limited size of its reserves which add up to just about 
a week’s consumption. 

• There is unlikely to be any gain in terms of lower prices by joining this U.S. initiative. 

• The country will have to top up its reserves again at the current high prices as the agreement provides for the 
release of oil from the reserves. 

• The focus of the government should be on building additional storage to increase the reserves to at least a 
fortnight’s consumption. 

 OPEC (Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries) 

• OPEC is a permanent, intergovernmental organization created at the Baghdad Conference on September 1960 
by Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and Venezuela. 

• Aim - To coordinate and unify the petroleum policies of member countries and ensure the stabilization of oil 
market. 

• At present, it has 13 members with its headquarters  at  Vienna 

• OPEC countries produce about two-fifths of the world’s crude oil. 

• They possess more than 80% of the world’s total crude oil reserves. 
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• OPEC+ - It is a loosely affiliated entity consisting of the 13 OPEC members and 10 of the world’s major non-
OPEC oil-exporting nations. 

• It includes Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Brunei, Kazakhstan, Malaysia, Mexico, Oman, Russia, South Sudan and Sudan 
in addition to OPEC members 

• Since 2016, they cooperate in fixing the global crude oil prices 

4.12 The AUKUS Agreement 

Why in news? 

The United States, United Kingdom, and Australia announced a new trilateral security partnership called the AUKUS 

What is the agreement about? 

• The agreement aims to ensure that there will be enduring freedom and openness in the Indo-Pacific region. 

• Under the agreement, America and Britain proposed to transfer technology to build a fleet of nuclear-powered 
submarines for Australia within 18 months. 

• With this Australia becomes the second nation after U.K. that the U.S. has ever shared its nuclear submarine 
technology with. 

• The submarines are to be conventionally armed and are powered are powered by nuclear reactors. 

• It will give Australia naval heft in the Pacific, where China has been particularly aggressive. 

• The partnership complements several pre-existing similar arrangements for the region like Five Eyes 
intelligence cooperation initiative, ASEAN, Quad, etc. 

• The Five Eyes is an intelligence-sharing alliance consisting of the US, UK, Australia, Canada & New Zealand. 
The origins of the Five Eyes can be traced back to WW II. 

What makes nuclear submarines so important? 

• A nuclear-powered submarine is classified as an “SSN” under the US Navy hull classification system. 

• Since SSN’s are propelled by a nuclear-powered engine rather than by batteries, they don’t have to emerge on 
the surface except to replenish supplies for the crew. 

• SSNs are also able to move faster underwater than the conventional submarines. 

• They have the capability to go into the South China Sea at a higher speed without being detected. 

What is the fuss over the agreement? 

• New Zealand has announced that under its 1984 nuclear-free zone policy, Australia’s nuclear-powered 
submarines would not be allowed into the former’s territorial waters. 

• France is also upset with Australia upon cancellation of the earlier struck deal worth $90 billion of conventional 
submarines. 

What is the significance of this decades old partnership? 

• The U.S. and the U.K. have enjoyed a special defence partnership for decades and have fought together as allies, 
together with Australia, in the Second World War. 

• The U.S. shared nuclear weapons technology with the U.K. following the merging of the latter’s nuclear weapons 
programme with the American Manhattan Project as early as in 1943. 

• The first U.K. test was conducted in 1952 in the Montebello Islands in Australia. 

• The transfer of sensitive submarine technology by the U.S. to the U.K. is an arrangement based on their long-
standing Mutual Defence Agreement of 1958. 

• The other areas covered are cyber capabilities, artificial intelligence and quantum technologies, apart from 
undersea capabilities. 

• All three nations will also play a major role in U.S.-led programmes such as Build Back Better World, Blue Dot 
Network and Clean Network to meet the challenge of China’s Belt and Road Initiative. 

What are the differences and similarities between AUKUS and QUAD? 
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• AUKUS was just announced on 15th September 2021 whereas QUAD was in the making since 2007. 

• AUKUS is a security/military alliance while Quad is a diplomatic alliance. 

• The countries under AUKUS include Australia, USA and UK whereas QUAD includes United States, India, 
Japan and Australia. 

• AUKUS specifically will deal with the security and military situation in the Indo-Pacific region whereas QUAD 
focuses on multilateral issues -- ranging from economic discussions, security affairs & global affairs. 

• In AUKUS, Australia would be helped to develop nuclear powered submarines but in QUAD only military 
exercises like Malabar are conducted but no nuclear submarines are developed. 

• One similarity is that both the groups have a common interest in protecting the Indo-Pacific region from China’s 
dominance over other nations. 

What are the opportunities of AUKUS for India as a QUAD member? 

• AUKUS could strengthen the Quad’s agenda to keep the Indo-Pacific region free, open and inclusive. 

• It could bolster the Quad’s efforts on maritime exercises, security and countering COVID-19, climate change, 
cooperating on critical technologies, and building resilient supply chains. 

• US’s comeback on partnerships with fellow democracies and engaging with Indo-Pacific flank is in line with 
India’s hopes. 

• India views that AUKUS is not a substitute for the Quad as Quad focuses on a much broader theme beyond 
maritime security. 

What are the concerns over the emergence of AUKUS? 

• The ASEAN factor - There is a matter of ASEAN disunity over the emergence of AUKUS. 

• Even though AUKUS is not a defence alliance, issues such as the strategic threats posed by China are a matter 
of concern for AUKUS. 

• Australia has clearly assured its 
commitment to ASEAN centrality and 
its continued support for the South 
Pacific Nuclear-Free Zone Treaty and 
the Treaty of Southeast Asia Nuclear 
Weapon-Free Zone. 

• The China factor – The rise of 
China, particularly its rapid 
militarisation and aggressive 
behaviour, is undoubtedly the trigger 
for the emergence f the agreement. 

• The China has criticised AUKUS as an 
“exclusive bloc” that gravely 
undermines regional peace and 
security and reflects a Cold War 
mentality. 

• The ruffle over the AUKUS agreement 
continues to prevail as France has 
expressed its resentment at the 
Australian action at the G20 press 
conference. 

What is the status of AUKUS members’ engagement with China? 

• Australia had subordinated its strategic assessment of China to transactional commercial interests. 

• China’s naval expansion and incursions into the Indo-Pacific has compelled Australia to revisit its defence and 
security policies. 

• In 2017 and 2019, China’s Dongdiao-class Type 815 auxiliary general intelligence (AGI) vessel  tagged the 
Talisman Sabre exercises (a biennial exercise that is led by either Australia or the U.S.). 
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• China also used the same type of vessel to monitor the multilateral Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) exercise in 
2018. 

• AUKUS provides an opportunity to the U.S. to place proxy submarine forces to limit China’s forays, especially 
in the Pacific Ocean. 

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTIONS 

 

1. How Israel and India can lead the way to establish solutions for the developing world to mitigate the impacts of 
climate change? 

2. How Indian and Germany can unleash their hidden potential to mitigate the impending consequences of climate 
change? Discuss 

3. Do you think that Shanghai Cooperation organization can stabilize the uncertainties in Afghanistan? Comment 

4. Examine the various reasons behind the formation of Quad grouping and mention its significance 

5. India’s diverse relationships in the West must be deployed in full measure to prevent a split in the Indo-Pacific 
coalition. Explain 

6. Do you think that the participation of China in CPTPP (Comprehensive and Progressive Trans Pacific 
Partnership) will change regional balance in Asia? Comment 

7. In pursuing its Indo-Pacific strategy, India needs to be mindful of the geo-politics of major powers in the region. 
Analyse 

8. How does the European Union can give a fillip to India’s mission for a multi-polar world order? Discuss 

9. European Union’s Global Gateway can establish long-term benefits for people around the world. Analyse 

10. Regional connectivity in Bay of Bengal nations will help India to handle Chinese geo-political influence. Do you 
agree with this view? Explain 

11. The fragmentation of the World Trade Organization’s rule-making function via Joint Initiatives is a real threat 
to the long-term continuity of WTO. Discuss 

12. India’s engagement with Myanmar is critical for the economic development and security of the north eastern 
region. Discuss 

13. There are good reasons for a Free Trade Agreement that will spell many opportunities for India and Britain. 
Explain 

14. Since the Central Asian region remains significant in India’s strategic thinking, the engagement with the region 
remains crucial. Explain 

15. The crisis in Ukraine results in a serious blow to the global economy which is emerging from the pandemic. 
Examine 

16. The coming BIMSTEC summit is going to be an opportunity to build a new economic foundation for the Bay of 
Bengal region. Explain 

17. The visit of Nepal’s Prime Minister to India should be used as an opportunity to recast power and trade links. 
Examine 

18. India’s Economic Cooperation and Trade Agreement (ECTA) with Australia integrate both strategic and 
economic benefits. Elaborate 

19. In times of shifting geopolitical alliances and realignments, India and Germany can emerge as important poles 
in shaping the new world order. Explain 

20. Analyse the various geo-political events that restricted the flexibility in implementing the foreign policy of the 
country. 

21. The dismal scenario of Myanmar should not impede our vision for the actualization of our ambitious Act east 
policy. Explain 

22. Should G-33 should push for permanent solution to public stockholding at upcoming World Trade Organization 
ministerial? Comment 

23. India’s relations with the Gulf countries have been successful and are shaped by various factors. Elaborate 
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24. Analysis of food crisis in the upcoming World trade organization ministerial conference is crucial for the food 
security of the country. Examine 

25. India’s participation in the G7 meeting as an observer serves to advance its foreign and security policy objectives. 
Elaborate 
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