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1. ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES 

1.1 Ancient Dagger Found in Tamil Nadu 

As a part of an excavation effort that seeks to shine a light on the Keeladi civilization, a rusted iron dagger preserved 
in a burial urn was discovered in Konthagai village, Tamil Nadu. 

• Konthagai is considered as a burial site for the Keeladi civilization, as burial urns filled with bones, weapons 
and other objects were discovered. 

• This type of weapon was used by warriors during the Sangam period (3rd century BCE - 3rd century CE). 

• Based on the archaeological evidence, some researchers now say the Sangam period began earlier than 
previously thought, around 600 B.C.E. 

Keeladi Civilization 

• It is also referred to as the Vaigai civilization, named after a nearby river Vaigai. 

• Came from IVC - Discoveries at Keeladi suggest that the people who lived there may have travelled south 
from the Harappan or Indus Valley civilization (as it declined) to start new lives. 

• The civilization was an indigenous, well developed self-sustaining urban culture with an industry and Tamil-
Brahmi script, indicating that the people of that era were highly literate. 

• Evidence of ancient industrial production are spinning and weaving tools, cloth dyeing operations, brick kilns, 
and ceramic workshops. 

• Second urbanization - Discoveries date to around 500 B.C., when an agricultural surplus allowed people to 
build urban centers in what’s known as the subcontinent’s “second urbanization.” 

• [The name reflects a contrast with the much earlier “first urbanization” of the Indus Valley civilization that 
began 2500 BCE.] 

• Previously, it was believed that the second urbanization happened along the Central Ganges Plain in northern 
India. 

• But new evidence suggests a similar phenomenon occurred in the south as well.  

1.2 Porunai/Thamirabarani River Civilisation 

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister announced that the Thamirabarani civilisation dates back to 3,200 years (1155 BC). 

• This age was determined using carbon dating analysis of rice with soil found in a burial urn at Sivakalai, 
Thoothukudi district, Tamil Nadu. 

• Tamil Nadu Chief Minister said archaeological excavations would be carried out in other States and countries 
in search of Tamil roots. 

• Tamil Nadu Archaeology Department would conduct research at Quseir al-Qadim and Pernica Anekke (Egypt) 
as well as in Khor Rori (Oman), to establish the Tamils’ trade relations with these countries. 
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• Already, potsherds bearing Tamil scripts have been found in these countries. 

• Studies would also be conducted in Southeast Asian countries, such as Indonesia, Thailand, Malaysia and 
Vietnam, where King Rajendra Chola had established supremacy. 

1.3 Gupta Period Inscriptions 

Archaeological Survey of India discovered remains of an ancient temple dating back to the Gupta period in a village 
in Uttar Pradesh’s Etah district. 

• Findings - The Bilsarh site was declared ‘protected’ in 1928. 

• Every year, the ASI undertakes scrubbing work at the protected sites. This year, the team has discovered, 

1. Two decorative pillars close to one another, with human figurines, 

2. ‘Shankhalipi’ inscriptions in the stairs of the temple saying, ‘Sri Mahendraditya’, the title of 
Kumaragupta I of the Gupta dynasty. 

• The stairs led to a structural temple built during the Gupta period. 

• Significance - The discovery becomes significant since only 2 other structural temples from the Gupta age 
have been found so far, 

1. Dashavatara Temple (Deogarh) and 
2. Bhitargaon Temple (Kanpur Dehat). 

• The Guptas were the first to build structural temples, distinctly different from the ancient rock-cut temples. 

1.4 Bamiyan Valley & Bamiyan Buddhas 

The Taliban regime in Afghanistan has said that it would protect the ancient Buddha statues in Mes Aynak 
(Bamiyan), which is also the site of a copper mine. 

• Bamiyan Valley, in the Hindu Kush Mountains and along the river Bamiyan, is emerging as a hub of both 
commercial & cultural exchange. 

• It was a key node of the early Silk Routes. 

• The rise of Bamiyan was closely connected with spread of Buddhism across Central Asia, and that in turn was 
linked to the political and economic currents of that time. 
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• Early in the 1st century AD, the Kushans made themselves the unavoidable middlemen between China, 
India and Rome. 

• This semi-nomadic tribe prospered on the revenues of the Silk Road. 

Bamiyan Buddhas 

• Bamiyan Buddha statues are two 5th-century AD monumental statues. 

• Both were built when the Hephthalites ruled the region. 

• They were carved into the side of sandstone cliffs in the Bamyan valley of central Afghanistan. 

• In their Roman draperies and with two different mudras, the statues were great examples of a confluence of 
Gupta, Sassanian and Hellenistic artistic styles. 

• Called Salsal (Western Buddha) and Shamama (Eastern Buddha) by the locals, they rose to heights of 55 
and 38 meters respectively. 

1. Salsal means “light shines through the universe”. 

2. Shamama means “Queen Mother”. 

• In 2003, UNESCO included the remains of the Bamiyan Buddhas in its list of World Heritage Sites. 

• It was proposed that the statues should be reconstructed with the pieces that were still available, and restored 
in their niches, but it was met with opposition. 

 

1.5 China’s Dragon Man 

Researchers from China have found an ancient human skull of new human species dubbed the “Dragon Man” or 
Homo longi in the Songhua River in China’s Harbin city that could belong to an altogether.  
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• The name “Dragon Man” has 
been derived from the Long 
Jiang or Dragon River in 
China’ Heilongjiang 
province where Harbin is 
located.  

• The cranium, which was 
found almost complete, 
could be over 146,000 years 
old.  

• Because of the distinctive 
shape of the skull some team 
members have suggested 
that it be declared a part of a 
new species of the genus 
Homo. 

• Significantly, the size of the 
skull, which has a 
considerable brain capacity, 
is comparable to that of 
modern humans and 
Neanderthals. 

• While sizes can vary between 
populations and males and 
females, the average capacity 
of a human brain is about 
1,300 cubic centimetres, and 
it can weigh anywhere 
between 1,300-1,400 grams.  

• Significance of the 
discovery - If the “Dragon 
Man” is a new species, it 
might bridge the gaps 
between our ancient 
ancestors called Homo 
erectus and us. It brings new 
knowledge about the 
evolution of sapiens. 

• Interbreeding with ancient humans allowed Homo sapiens to acquire genes that improved their chances of 
survival, and that some of these genes are present in modern humans even today.  

1.6 Nesher Ramla Homo 

Researchers working in Israel had identified a previously unknown kind of ancient human called “Nesher Ramla 
Homo”.  

• Nesher Ramla Homo co-existed with Homo sapiens nearly 140,000-120,000 years ago when several species of 
humans co-existed in Asia, Europe and Africa. 

• These include Homo sapiens, the Neanderthals, and the Denisovans. 

• This archaic Homo population had mastered the use of technology that until recently was linked only to Homo 
sapiens or Neanderthals. 

• Members of this species could hunt small and large game, they used wood for fuel, cooked and roasted meat, 
and maintained fires. 

• These findings are important because they provide evidence that there were cultural interactions between 
different human lineages. 
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2. TRIBES & TRIBAL ARTS 

2.1 Meena Community 

• Amagarh Fort in Jaipur is at the centre of a conflict between the tribal Meena community and local Hindu 
groups.  

• Dispute - Members of the Meena community say the Amagarh Fort was built by a Meena ruler predating 
Rajput rule in Jaipur, and this has been their holy site for centuries where they worship Amba Mata.  

• Meena (Meos or Mewati) community members accused Hindu groups of trying to appropriate tribal symbols 
into the Hindutva fold, and of changing the name of Amba Mata to Ambika Bhawani. 

• [Like other tribal groups, Meenas too worship ancestors. Amba Mata was such an ancestor, and not a god. 
Amba Mata is not related to Ambika Bhawani or Durga.] 

• History - The present form of the Amagarh Fort was given in the 18th century by Maharaja Sawai Jai Singh 
II, founder of Jaipur.  

• It has always been believed that there was some construction at the place before Jai Singh II built the fort.  

• Prior to Rajput rule by the Kachhwaha dynasty, Jaipur and its nearby regions were ruled by Meenas, who had 
political control.  

• It is believed that the fort was built by a Meena Sardar from the Nadla gotra, now known as Badgoti Meenas. 
Sardars from the Meena community ruled large parts of Rajasthan till around 1100 AD. 

2.2 Kuki 

• Kuki tribes are an ethnic group including multiple tribes originally inhabiting,  

1. The North-Eastern states of India such as Manipur, Mizoram and Assam, especially Manipur;  
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2. Parts of Burma (now Myanmar), and  

3. Sylhet district and Chittagong hill tracts of Bangladesh.  

• While Kuki is not a term coined by the ethnic group itself, the tribes associated with it came to be generically 
called Kuki under colonial rule.  

• The main festival of the Kuki tribe is the ‘MimKut’.  

• In Manipur, the various Kuki tribes, living mainly in the hills, currently make up 30% of the total population 
of the State.  

• The Naga tribes, historically at loggerheads with the Kukis, also live in the hilly areas of the State.  

Kuki insurgencies in Manipur  

• Resentment over the forceful inclusion into India and delay in granting statehood to Manipur led to the rise of 
various insurgent movements.  

• The problem was intensified after Manipur was declared a ‘disturbed area’ in 1980, under the Armed Forces 
Special Powers Act (AFSPA), which gives sweeping powers to the military and has led to excesses.  

• But, the roots of Kuki militancy lie in conflicts of ethnic identity. The reasons are,  

o Demand for self-determination solely for groups belonging to their ethnic fabric, meaning the dream 
to form a Kukiland (Kuki inhabited regions of Myanmar, Manipur, Assam and Mizoram.)  

o Insurgency lies in the inter-community conflicts between the Kukis and the Nagas in Manipur.  

• Kuki insurgent groups have been under Suspension of Operation (SoO) since 2005, when they signed an 
agreement for the same with the Indian Army.  

• Later, in 2008, the groups entered a tripartite agreement with the State government of Manipur and the 
Central government to temporarily suspend their operations and give political dialogue a chance.  

2.3 Medaram Jathara 

The Ministry of Tribal Affairs has sanctioned ₹2.26 Crores for various activities pertaining to Medaram Jathara 
2022. 

• Medaram Jatara or Sammakka Saralamma Jathara is the largest tribal religious congregation in the world. 

• It is the second-largest fair of India, after the Kumbh Mela. 

• It is celebrated by the second-largest Tribal Community of Telangana- 
the Koya tribe. 

• The four days’ Medaram Jathara is celebrated once in 2 years in the month 
of “Magha” (February) on the full moon day. 

• It honors the fight of a mother and daughter, Goddesses Sammakka and 
Saralamma, with the reigning rulers against an unjust law. 

• Significance – Medaram Jathara was declared a State Festival of 
Telangana in 1996. 

• It assists the tribals to preserve their unique Tribal Traditions, Culture and Heritage and promote their tribal 
History on a global scale. 

• It is also an embodiment of the spirit of Ek Bharat Shrestha Bharat. 

3. LANGUAGES 

3.1 Thamirabarani River 

The literary community has hailed the Tamil Nadu government for calling the 
Thamirabarani River by its historical name ‘Porunai.’ 

• About Thamirabarani - Thamirabarani River is the only major perennial 
river in Tamil Nadu. 
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• It is the state’s shortest river that originates from the 
Agastyar koodam peak of Pothigai hills of the Western 
Ghats, Tamil Nadu. 

• It empties into the sea at the Gulf of Mannar after 
passing through Tirunelveli and Thoothukudi 
districts. 

• Naming - Thamirabarani River was historically called 
Porunai, ThanPorunai, Porunal and Poruntham in 
Tamil literature - from the Sangam era to Nayakar era 
(6th century BCE to 17th century CE). 

• Both Than Porunai and Aan Porunai find a place in 
Tholkappiam, an ancient treatise on Tamil grammar. 

• The word ‘Than Porunai’ evolved into ‘Tamira Porunai’ before becoming ‘Thamirabarani’. 

• Porunai is a non-Sanskritised word and the right pure Tamil word, which should replace the word 
‘Thamirabarani’. 

3.2 Thiruvalluvar 

The Prime Minister of India has paid tributes to the great Thiruvalluvar on Thiruvalluvar Day (January 15). 

• Thiruvalluvar or Valluvar is a Tamil poet-saint and philosopher. He is regarded as a cultural icon. 

• His most popular work is a collection of couplets on politics, ethics, economy, and love, called “Thirukkural” 
(Sacred Couplets). 

• Tiruvalluvar is believed to have lived in Chennai (formerly Madras), Tamil Nadu with his wife, Vasuki. 

• Period - Though the period in which he existed is also debatable, some people claim that he lived between the 
8th and 9th centuries. 

• Tamil orator, and father of the Pure Tamil movement, Maraimalai Adigal had stated 31 BC as the birth year of 
Thiruvalluvar. 

• The Czech scholar in Indian literature and linguistics, Kamil Zvelebil, had noted that Valluvar lived around 
500 AD. 

• Religion - Thiruvalluvar was probably a Jain ascetic of humble origins who worked as a weaver. 

• Both Buddhists and Shaivites, however, claim him as their own, and he is especially revered by those of low 
caste. 

• Statue - A 133-foot statue of Thiruvalluvar that stands at Kanyakumari was inaugurated in 2000. It was 
sculpted and designed by renowned architect and sculptor V Ganapati Sthapati. 

• In 2009, another statue was unveiled in Ulsoor, near Bengaluru. 

• Outside the School of Oriental and African Studies in Russell Square, London, a statue of Valluvar was also 
erected. 

• Inside the Ekambareswarar temple complex in Chennai, a temple dedicated to Thiruvalluvar. 

• In 1976, a temple-memorial called Valluvar Kottam was built in Chennai. 

3.3 Santali 

For first time, the Indian Constitution has been translated in Santali, written in the Ol Chiki script. 

• Santali is a language with its own special characteristics, and has a literature which dates back to the 
beginning of the 15th century. 

• Santali belongs to the Munda group languages of the Austro-Asiatric family. 

• According to the 2011 Census of India, Santali is spoken by over 70 lakh people across the country. 

• In 2003, the 92nd Constitutional Amendment Act added Santhali (along with the Bodo, Dogri and Maithili 
languages) to Schedule VIII (Official Languages of India) to the Constitution of India. 
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• This addition meant that the Indian government was obligated 

1. To undertake the development of the Santali language and 

2. To allow students appearing for school-level examinations and entrance examinations for public 
service jobs to use the language. 

• In 2005, India’s Sahitya Akademi started handing out awards every year for outstanding literary works in 
Santali, a move that helped preserve and give more visibility to the community’s literature. 

 

3.4 Shankhalipi Script 

• Shankhalipi or ‘shell-script’ is a term used to describe ornate spiral characters assumed to be Brahmi 
derivatives that look like conch shells or shankhas. 

• They are found on temple pillars, columns and rock surfaces across north-central India and they date to 
between the 4th and 8th centuries. 

• Both Shankhalipi and Brahmi are stylised scripts used primarily for names and signatures. 

• The inscriptions consist of a small number of characters, suggesting that the shell inscriptions are names or 
auspicious symbols or a combination of the two. 

• Chronology - The script was discovered in 1836 on a brass trident in Uttarakhand’s Barahat by James 
Prinsep, who was the founding editor of the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal. 

• Prominent sites with shell inscriptions include the 

o Nagarjuna group of caves in the Barabar Hills near Gaya, 

o Mundeshwari Temple in Bihar, 

o Udayagiri Caves in Madhya Pradesh, 

o Mansar in Maharashtra. 

• Shell inscriptions are also reported in Indonesia’s Java and Borneo. 

• Meaning - These shell scripts are not yet deciphered. But there are a sufficient number of shell characters to 
represent the syllables of the Sanskrit language. 

4. FINE ARTS 

4.1 Faridabad Cave Paintings 

• Mangar Bani hill forests in Faridabad, Haryana will be given state protection under the Ancient and Historical 
Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1964.  

• It will be protected as this Stone Age (prehistoric) location has large number of sites with cave paintings and 
tools of the Palaeolithic age.  

o The art includes what appear to be symbols, markings, some are drawings that are very old, but what 
exactly it is, only the archaeology department will be able to tell. 
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• On the basis of tool topology, this site may be from about 1,00,000 to about 15,000 years ago. But there are 
also found evidence of later habitation, even up to 8th-9th century AD.  

• It may be one of the biggest Palaeolithic sites in the Indian subcontinent, where Stone Age tools were 
recovered from different open-air sites as well as from rock shelters. 

4.2 Santhali Sohrai Murals 

• It is one of the oldest art forms of wall painting of the 
Santhals that has continued since 10,000–4,000 BC. 

• Sohrai paintings are age-old tribal traditional paintings 
based on nature themes like forest, people, and animals. 

• These paintings, which can be monochromatic or colorful, 
are part of a long tradition of the Santhal community that 
dominates 

1. Keonjhar and Mayurbhanj districts of Odisha; 

2. East Singhbhum and Seraikela-Kharsawan districts 
of Jharkhand; 

3. Purulia district of West Bengal. 

• Occasion –Santhali women usually paint the walls of their houses to mark Sohrai, a harvest festival 
coinciding with Diwali or Kali Puja. 

• The art also adorns walls during ceremonies or special occasions, such as weddings and childbirth. 

• Apart from the Santhals, the Bhumij community in the district also paints them. 

• Difference - The Hazaribagh murals are more primordial with different motifs, whereas the Santhali Sohrai 
art features only geometric shapes. 

• Besides, the women of Hazaribagh only use 
earth colors - red, black and white - for their 
murals. 

• The north Karanpura valley of the district and 
its Satpahar and Sati hill ranges are rich in coal, 
iron and manganese deposits. 

• Hazaribagh women soak these deposits and 
wash them to obtain the desired paint. 

• Santhali women use similar clay materials 
for black and white color. 

• But for red, they use gravel or morrum derived 
from cutting earth, instead of haematite. 

• Morrum is thought to be termite resistant and 
does not fade easily with rain. 

4.3 Karuppur Kalamkari Paintings 

Recently, Karuppur Kalamkari Paintings from Tamil Nadu have received the Geographical Indication (GI) Tag. 

• Kalamkari means creating something with a ‘kalam’, or a brush.  

• The paintings are intricately made on a cotton cloth using pens or brushes made out of bamboo tree and 
coconut tree stems. 

• Traditionally, only three colours are used — black, red and yellow. But lately, ‘pale blue’ has also started being 
used. 

• Documentary evidence shows that Karuppur Kalamkari paintings evolved under the patronage of Nayaka 
rulers in the early 17th century. 

• It is predominantly used in temples for umbrella covers, cylindrical hangings, chariot covers and asmanagiri 
(false ceiling cloth pieces) 
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4.4 World’s Oldest Cave Art 

A new study has found that one of the oldest pieces of the world’s human heritage in Sulawesi Island of Indonesia is 
weathering at an alarming rate due to climate change. 

• Significance -The Sulawesi cave art is much older than the prehistoric cave art of Europe. 

• These Pleistocene-era rock paintings found in caves of the Maros-Pangkep region in southern Sulawesi date 
back to 45,000-20,000 years. 

• The area is known to be home to over 300 cave paintings, and more are being discovered with further 
explorations. 

• Artwork in the area includes the world’s oldest hand stencil (almost 40,000 years ago), created by pressing 
the hand on a cave wall, and spraying wet red-mulberry pigments over it. 

• A nearby cave features the world’s oldest depiction of an animal, a warty pig painted on the wall 45,500 years 
ago. 

• Findings of the Study - The flakes of rock that have begun to detach from cave surfaces had calcium 
sulphate and sodium chloride salts. These salts form crystals on rock surfaces, causing them to break. 

• The artwork made with pigments was decaying due to haloclasty process. 

• This is a process triggered by the growth of salt crystals due to repeated changes in temperature and humidity, 
caused by alternating wet and dry weather in the region. 

• Indonesia has also experienced several natural disasters in recent years, which have quickened the process of 
deterioration. 

• Recommendations - Regular physical and chemical monitoring of the cave art sites would help. 

4.5 Nettur Petti 

• Nettur Petti or aada petti is a handcrafted, ornamental box created by traditional craftsmen in Kerala. 

• The Nettur petti is often made with brass embellishments and its lid is shaped like the roof of a traditional 
house in Kerala. 

• In the past, the lid of the petti was made from a single piece of wood with no joint at all. But now, four pieces 
of wood are joined for the lid. 

• In the past, the Nettur Petti was made only in teak or rosewood, but now it is made using jack, wild jack and 
mahogany also. 

• It was once used by the royals, wealthy families and aristocrats as well as in temples as a safe box to store 
valuables and ornaments. 

• Nettur petti derives its name from Nettur, a place that now exists both in Ernakulam and Kannur districts 
(Kerala) and in Tirunelveli district (Tamil Nadu). 

4.6 Kallakurichi wood carvings 

Recently, Kallakurichi wood carvings from Tamil Nadu have received the Geographical Indication (GI) Tag. 

• Wood carving skill evolved as an indigenous art when Madurai was an important town in the ancient times. 

• In the course of time, woodcarving craftsmen migrated to other towns, and each of them evolved their own 
style like Kallakurichi woodcarving. 

• This wood carving is essentially one wherein the craftsmen are specialised in carving temple-related items and 
also furniture, using traditional designs. 

4.7 Apatani Textiles 

An application seeking Geographical Indication (GI) tag for the Arunachal Pradesh Apatani textile product has been 
filed by a firm.  

• The Apatani weave comes from the Apatani tribe of Arunachal Pradesh living at Ziro, the headquarters of 
lower Subansiri district.  
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• The woven fabric of this tribe is known for its geometric and zigzag 
patterns and also for its angular designs. 

• The tribe predominantly weaves shawls known as jig-jiro and jilan or 
jackets called supuntarii.  

• They use different plant resources for organic dying the cotton yarns in 
their traditional ways.  

• Only women folk are engaged in weaving. 

• Their traditional handloom is a type of loin loom called Chichin, and is 
similar to the traditional handloom of the Nyishi tribe.  

Apatani Tribes 

• ‘Apatani Tribes’ of Arunachal Pradesh are one of India’s larger tribes.  

• Apatani, or Tanw, also known by Apa and ApaTani, are known for their fish and paddy culture, along with 
cane and bamboo crafts.  

• Their vibrant traditional village councils are called bulyañ.  

• They speak a local language Tani and worship the sun and the moon.  

• Festivals are Marun, Myako, Dree, and Yapung.  

• The elders in the tribe propagate knowledge through folk stories, songs, couplets in the form of Miji-Migun, 
Busi-Ayu.  

• They were the first tribe in India to come in contact with the British in the 12th century.  

4.8 Benin Bronzes 

Months after launching an institution-wide review of its practices and ethical code, the Smithsonian Museum of the 
Washington D.C.has announced it will return most of its collection of Benin Bronzes to their homeland Nigeria. 

• ‘Benin Bronzes’ (made of brass and bronze) are 
formally known as the ‘Benin Kingdom Court Style 
artworks. 

• Benin Bronzes are a group of over 3,000 sculptures 
and artworks from the ancient Kingdom of Benin in 
present-day Nigeria, which dates back to at least 
the 16th century. 

• They include intricately decorated cast plaques, 
commemorative heads, animal and human 
figurines, items of royal regalia, and personal 
ornaments. 

• Making - Benin Bronzes are made using lost-wax 
casting process - a process of making copies from a 
model. 

• This method had been used in Indus Valley Civilisation as well. 

• Benin Bronzes were looted by British colonial forces during the raid on Benin City in 1897. 

• Several of these pieces were specially commissioned for the kings or Obas, and Queen Mothers of the kingdom 
in Benin City. 

• These artefacts provide insight into the culture of the Benin Kingdom as well as its relationships with 
neighboring states. Some of these pieces also point to the kingdom’s relationship with Europeans. 

4.9 Traditional Toys 

Etikoppaka Bommalu 

• Etikoppaka is a small village located on the banks of the river Varaha in Vishakhapatnam district of Andhra 
Pradesh. 
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• Etikoppaka Bommalu (or Etikoppaka toys), which have Geographical Indication (GI) Tag, are the toys made 
of soft wood in this region. 

• They are also called as lacquer toys because of application of Turned Wood Lacquer Coating. 

• They are coloured with natural dyes derived from seeds, lacquer, bark, roots and leaves. 

Channapatna Toys 

• These are a particular form of wooden toys (and dolls) that are made in Channapatna town in Ramanagara 
district, Karnataka. 

• Due to the popularity of this geographical indication (GI) tagged toys, Channapatna is known as Gombegala 
Ooru (toy-town) of Karnataka. 

• This toy is made by lacquering the Wrightia tinctoria wood (Aale mara or ivory-wood) or sandalwood or 
rosewood. 

• The origin of these toys can be traced to the reign of Tipu Sultan who invited artisans from Persia to train the 
local artisans in toy making. 

• Bavas Miyan is the father of Channapatna Toy, who used Japanese technology for toys making. 

Nirmal Art 

• Nirmal Art is 400-year-old rich tradition that encompasses wood toys and attractive duco paintings (Shiny 
paintings) as well as furniture. 

• This traditional art has a geographical indication (GI) tag. 

• Nirmal wooden toys are exclusively made in Nirmal town in Adilabad district of Telangana. 

• Rajasthan’s Naqqash families, who migrated during 17th century, brought this art to Nirmal. It flourished due 
to the legacy of Hyderabad Nizam. 

• These toys were made of finely carved softwood called Ponkichekka or white sander. They are even painted in 
enamel colours. 

Other Toys 

• Wooden toys and dolls of Varanasi, Budhni and Chitrakoot 

• Clay toys of Rajasthan 

• Doll of East Medinipur, Dingla and Dingli of the Kutch 

• Terracotta toys of Dhubri-Assam 

4.10 Maharajah Collection 

The Tata group has reclaimed Air India, but the priceless Air India art collection is not part of the deal and is likely 
to stay with the government. 

• ‘Maharajah collection’, as it is called, has over 4,000 works, including by Jatin Das, Anjolie Ela Menon, M F 
Husain and V S Gaitonde. 

• There are posters by cartoonist Mario Miranda and ads designed by The New Yorker cartoonist Peter Arno, 
besides paintings, textiles, sculptures, and traditional wooden and bronze artwork. 

• The collection served that purpose - to present India as an ancient civilisation, but with a modern 
outlook. No official estimate exists of the worth of the entire collection. 

4.11 Langa-Manganiyar 

The Thar region’s rich history and traditional knowledge, the ballads, folklore and songs of the Langa-Manganiyar 
artistes are being preserved through an initiative for documentation and digitization. 

• The Langas and Manganiyars are hereditary communities of Muslim musicians. 

• They are residing in western Rajasthan’s Jaisalmer and Barmer districts and in Pakistan’s Tharparkar and 
Sanghar districts in Sindh. 
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• The music of these two marginalized communities were supported by wealthy landlords and merchants before 
Independence. 

• It forms a vital part of Thar deserts cultural landscape. 

• Langa’s patrons are Muslim Sindhi Sipahis, whereas the Manganiyar’s patrons are mainly Hindus. 

•  The Langa's main traditional instrument is the sindhi sarangi and Manganiyar's is the kamaicha.  

• Both are bowed stringed instruments with skin membrane sounding boards and many sympathetic strings. 

• Rupayan Sansthan, an organisation based in Jodhpur established by eminent folklorist, the late Komal 
Kothari, and writer Vijaydan Detha has a collection of audio recordings of their performances in analogue 
form.  

• It includes a wide range of heroic ballads, romantic epic tales and the Sufi spiritual stories. 

• The performances are in multiple languages and dialects including Marwari, Sindhi, Saraiki, Dhatti and 
Thareli. 

4.12 Narasinghapettai Nagaswarm 

Narasinghapettai Nagaswaram has got the prestigious Geographical Indication (GI) tag under 'musical 
instruments of class 15'. 

• Narasinghapettai Nagaswaram is Tamil Nadu’s traditional wind instrument, made by traditional village 
artisans of Kumbakonam. 

• The artisans based in Narasinganpetti village are making them through specialized processing skills. The 
technique and skill of making these instruments were inherited from their forefathers. 

• The nagaswaram now used by artists throughout is called parinaggeswaram and is longer than Thimiri. 

• Making - A major portion of NarasinghapettaiNagaswaram is made from the traditional 
wood 'acha' (Hardwickiabinata), a type of ebony. 

• Artisans of the nagaswaram choose the wood wisely, ensuring it is 200 years old, and which does not absorb 
moisture. 

• The top portion has a metal staple into which a small metallic cylinder is inserted to hold the mouthpiece 
made of reed. 

• The reeds are made from the leaves of a locally grown plant called 'naanal' (a variety of bamboo). 

• Artisans use drilling machines, besides carpentry tools, to make the nagaswarams that are played widely in 
functions like weddings and temple festivals. 

4.13 Kathak 

Prime Minister condoles the passing away of legendary Kathak dancer Pandit Birju Maharaj.  

• Kathak is one of the 8 classical dances of India.  

• It is the only form of classical dance wedded to Hindustani music or the North Indian music.  

• The word ‘Kathak’ has been derived from the word ‘Katha’ which means a story.  

• Kathakars or story-tellers are people who narrate stories largely based on episodes from the epics, myths and 
legends.  

• The technique of movement in Kathak is built by the use of an intricate system of foot-work. 

• Evolution - Kathak probably started as an oral tradition.  

• Mime and gestures were perhaps added later on to make the recitation more effective.  

• Thus evolved a simple form of expressional dance, providing the origins of what later developed into Kathak as 
we see it today. 

• The Vaishnavite cult which swept North India in the 15th century, and the resultant bhakti movement 
contributed to a whole new range of lyrics and musical forms.  
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• The Radha-Krishna theme proved immensely popular along with the works of Mirabai, Surdas, 
Nandadas and Krishnadas. 

• Dance in Raslila of the Braj region (Mathura, Western U.P.) was mainly an extension of the basic mime and 
gestures of the Kathakars  

• Under the Mughals, there was a greater stress on nritya and bhava giving the dance graceful, expressive and 
sensuous dimensions.  

• Gharanas - The 19th century saw the golden age of Kathak under the patronage of Wajid Ali Shah, the last 
Nawab of Oudh.  

• He established the Lucknow gharana with its strong accent on bhava.  

• The Jaipur gharana known for its layakari or rhythmic virtuosity and the Benaras gharana are other 
prominent schools of Kathak dance.  

5. ARCHITECTURE 

5.1 Barabar Hills 

The Barabar hills in Bihar’s Gaya district contain a unique group of man-made rock-cut caves (3rd century BCE) of 
great historical value and architectural and sculptural significance. 

• The Barabar Hill Caves are the oldest surviving rock-cut caves in India, since the Mauryan Empire 

• It is located in the Makhdumpur, Bihar, India and the name “baraabar” means ‘on par with one another’. 

• These caves are set of seven rock-cut caves carved out from granite. 

• The Barabar hilltop is divided into halves and it appears like a pair of elephants that face each other while 
leaning onto the ground. 

• Lomas Rishi Cave - Lomas Rishi Cave consists of an elaborately-decorated door (dwaara-
torana) consisting of a row of elephants that progress towards the ‘Stupa’ emblems. 

• The motif of makara (crocodile) has been carved prominently on either end of the torana. 

 

• The architecture used on the entrance door characterizes the form of the Chandrashala or the Chaitya arch. 

• The overall shape of the entrance is usually described as like the horseshoe, but more aptly as the gaja-prista-
aakara (in the shape of an elephant’s back). 
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• The Lomas Rishi cave has no inscription of Ashoka since it is incomplete, most likely because of certain 
technical problems like the appearance of large cracks in the granite stone. 

• The interior of all the caves, including one side of the Lomas Rishi, have been finely polished, a typical feature 
of Mauryan art. 

• Sudama Cave - The Sudama cave has a vaulted chamber with a ‘Mandapa’ within it. 

• In the first cave of the series the ceiling of the cave is arched. 

• The interior walls of this cave create a mirror effect and the surface of the cave re-echoes sounds to favor the 
melodies sung by the Ajvika monks who resided. 

• Vishwamitra Cave - Also called the Viswakarma Cave, it is approachable through the steps of Ashoka. 

• The cave consists of two rectangular rooms. 

•  The inscriptions at the entrance dedicate this segment of the raising to the Ajivikas. 

• While the cave was declared sacred by the legendary King, it does not have post-Ashoka inscriptions. 

• Karan Chaupar Cave - Confining with a single rectangular room with polished walls, the Karan Chaupar 
cave contains inscriptions of the 3rd Century BCE. 

• The inscription, which is located at the entrance to the cave, focuses on the Buddhist practice of retirement 
(Vassavasa) during the rainy season. 

• The scriptures also suggest that this particular segment of the Barabar Caves was reserved for Ajvika monks. 

Association of Kings 

• Ashoka - The caves of Sudama and Visvamitra were created in the 12th regnal year of Asoka, and the Karna 
Chaupar was made in his 19th regnal year. 

• But the Lomas Rishi cave remained unfinished and hence also contains no edict of Asoka. 

• However, the ground plan of the Sudama and Lomas Rishi caves are nearly identical, and many scholars 
consider the latter one to be also excavated during the last 20 years of Asoka’s reign. 

• Dasaratha - In the Nagarjuni hill, Asoka’s grandson, Dasaratha (232-224 BCE), had excavated three caves on 
the occasion of his accession to the throne at Magadha with each one bearing his edict. 

• These three caves are known as the Gopika, Vadathi and Vapiya. 

• Naaga-arjuni points to the divine White Elephant for naaga means an elephant (and also a ‘serpent’), 
and arjuna means white colour. 

Relevance of Ajivikas 

• All the caves of the Barabar and Nagarjuni hills were donated as dwellings to Ajivika ascetics. 

• It was an ancient Indian religion that however completely vanished after the 14th century. 

• The religion was founded by Goshala Maskariputta, who was known to be a contemporary of Mahavira and 
Gautama Buddha. 

• Though nothing is known about the religious practices of the Ajivikas, it is said that these ascetics had 
worshipped the elephant. 

5.2 Sabz Burj 

Sabz Burj has been conserved and restored over the last 4 years using traditional materials and building-craft 
techniques favoured by 16th century craftsmen. 

• Sabz Burj is one of the earliest Mughal-era monuments in Delhi. 

• It was built in 1530. 

• The tomb does not have any markings pointing to the identity of those buried under it. 

• However, it is of immense significance due to the ceiling on its double dome structure painted in pure gold 
and lapis, which is the earliest surviving painted ceiling for any monument in India. 
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• The painting on the ceiling that has floral motifs predates similar work that was seen in miniature paintings 
and textiles from the Mughal era. 

5.3 Bappanadu Sri Durgaparameshwari Temple 

Denying reports that Muslim traders were sent away from having their stalls at the ongoing temple fair, 
Bappanadu Sri Durgaparameshwari Temple authorities said that traders have themselves left the place. 

• Sri Durga Parameshwari temple was built in the Bappanadu village of Mulki town at a distance of 22.5km 
away from Mangalore, Karnataka. 

• This temple is situated on the banks of Shambhavi River. 

• The Goddess here is in the form of Linga and is believed to have emerged in conjunction of the rivers Nandini 
and Shambhavi at the border of Mulki. 

• History - The temple has been believed to be built by a Muslim merchant from Kerala 
called Bappa Beary with the help of Mulki Swantha (Jain ruler). 

• Hence, the name of the village is called Bappanadu and the temple is famous as Bappanadu Durga 
Parameshwari. 

• The date of inception of the temple is unknown. However, the temple architecture style resembles the 14th 
century. 

• Specialty - Uniquely, along with the Hindu devotees, the temple also has Muslim devotees who come here to 
seek blessings from the Goddess, who is also called ‘Ulladi’. 

• Another specialty of the temple is the, beating of drums which is followed during the annual festival 
celebrations. 

5.4 Konark Sun Temple  

Konark is going to be the first model town in Odisha to shift from grid dependency to green energy by using solar 
energy in Sun Temple. 

• The name Konark derives from the Sanskrit words 'kona' (angle) and 'ark' (the Sun). 

• Located on the coastline in the state of Odisha, the temple was built c. 1250 CE by King Narasimhadeva I of 
the Eastern Ganga dynasty (8th century CE - 15th century CE).  

• The Konark Sun Temple is dedicated to the Hindu Sun God Surya.  

• The temple follows the Kalinga or Orissa style of architecture, which is a subset of the nagara style of 
Hindu temple architecture.  

 

http://www.shankariasacademy.com/
http://www.iasparliament.com/


www.shankariasacademy.com 

www.iasparliament.com 

 

 

20 

• Each structure built in the Sun Temple represents the passage of time.  

• Stone-carved wheels - The 12 stone-carved wheels of the Temple represent the 12 months of a year.  

• These wheels that are found at the base of the temple also show time.  

• Each wheel here has 8 spokes. The spokes of the wheel form the shape of a sundial.  

• Each spokes represent a 'prahar' which is a 3-hour period, adding up to 24 hours which is a day.  

• Sun chariot - The temple is shaped in the form of a huge sun chariot.  

• This chariot is drawn by 7 horses, which represents seven days of a week. 

• Like the temples of Khajuraho, the Konark Sun Temple also has an abundance of sculptures that depict kama, 
artha, dharma and moksha that are the four major pursuits of life.  

• The temple was also known as Black Pagoda or Kaala Pagoda by the European sailors, as the temple was 
dark in colour and a major landmark for the sailors.  

• The Konark Sun Temple is one of the UNESCO World Heritage Site in India for its unique model of 
antique architecture. 

6. HERITAGE 

6.1 Kakatiya Ramappa Temple - A UNESCO World Heritage Site 

The World Heritage Committee (WHC) of UNESCO has declared Kakatiya Ramappa Temple (Rudeshwara Temple), 
Telangana as a World Heritage site (WHS). It is India’s 39th WHS.  

• Ramappa Temple also called 
Rudreshwara Temple, was constructed 
in 1213 AD during the reign of the 
Kakatiya Empire by Recharla Rudra, a 
general of Kakatiya king Ganapati Deva.  

• The presiding deity here is 
Ramalingeswara Swamy.  

• The temple is located at the foothills of a 
forested area, close to the shores of the 
Ramappa Cheruvu, a Kakatiya-built 
water reservoir. 

• It stands on a 6-ft high star-shaped 
platform with walls, pillars and ceilings 
adorned with intricate carvings that 
attest to the unique skill of the Kakatiyan 
sculptors.  

• Engineering Marvel - The temple is a 13th century engineering marvel named after its architect Ramappa, 
who executed the work in the temple for 40 years.  

• The distinct style of Kakatiyas for the gateways to temple complexes, unique only to this region confirms the 
highly evolved proportions of aesthetics in temple and town gateways in South India. 

• The building features decorated beams and pillars of carved granite and dolerite with a distinctive and 
pyramidal Vimana (horizontally stepped tower) made of lightweight porous bricks, so-called ‘floating bricks’, 
which reduced the weight of the roof structures. 

•  The temple’s sculptures of high artistic quality illustrate regional dance customs and Kakatiyan culture. 

• A European traveller had remarked that the temple was the "brightest star in the galaxy of medieval temples of 
the Deccan". 

6.2 Dholavira - UNESCO World Heritage Site 

Dholavira, the archaeological site of a Harappan-era city, has recently received the UNESCO world heritage site 
tag.  
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• Dholavira is the 5th largest metropolis of IVC. 

• It comes after Mohen-jo-Daro, Ganweriwala and Harappa in Pakistan and Rakhigarhi in Haryana of India.   

• The site has a fortified citadel, a middle town and a lower town. 

• There are walls made of sandstone or limestone instead of mud bricks in many other Harappan sites. 

• There are a cascading series of water reservoirs, outer fortification, two multi-purpose grounds, and nine gates 
with unique designs. 

• The site also has a funerary architecture featuring tumulus - hemispherical structures like the Buddhist 
Stupas. 

 

• Unlike graves at other IVC sites, no mortal remains of humans have been discovered at Dholavira.  

• Memorials that contain no bones or ashes but offerings of precious stones, etc. add a new dimension to the 
personality of the Harappans. 

• Key economic activities - Remains of a copper smelter indicate that Harappans in Dholavira knew 
metallurgy.  

• The traders of Dholavira might have sourced copper ore from present-day Rajasthan, and Oman and UAE, 
and exported the finished products.  

• Dholavira also used to export timber and jewellery made of shells and semi-precious stones, like agate. 

• Such beads peculiar to the Harappan workmanship have been found in the royal graves of Mesopotamia, 
indicating trade with the Mesopotamians.  

• Reason for its fall - Its decline also coincided with the collapse of Mesopotamia, indicating the integration 
of economies.  

• Harappans, who were maritime people, lost a huge market. 

• The local mining, manufacturing, marketing and export businesses got affected once Mesopotamia fell. 

• From 2000 BC, Dholavira was affected by aridity due to climate change and rivers like Saraswati drying up.  

• Because of a drought-like situation, people started migrating towards the Ganges valley. 

• Or, they moved towards south Gujarat and further beyond in Maharashtra. 

• [In those times, the Great Rann of Kutch, which surrounds the Khadir island on which Dholavira is located, 
used to be navigable. 

• But the sea receded gradually and the Rann became a mudflat.] 

Other Harappan sites in Gujarat 

• Before Dholavira’s excavation, Lothal was the most prominent site of IVC in Gujarat. 

• Lothal is on the bank of Sabarmati in Ahmedabad district. 

• Excavated between 1955 and 1960, it was discovered to be an important port city of the ancient civilisation, 
with structures made of mud bricks.  

• From a graveyard in Lothal, 21 human skeletons were found.  
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• Foundries for making copperware were also discovered. 

• Ornaments made of semi-precious stones, gold etc. were also found from the site. 

• Besides Lothal, Rangpur on the bank of Bhadar river in Surendranagar district was the first Harappan site in 
the state to be excavated.  

• Rojdi in Rajkot district, Prabhas in Gir Somnath district, Lakhabaval in Jamnagar, and Deshalpar in Kutch are 
among other Harappan sites in the state. 

6.3 Durga Pooja 

Recently, Durga Puja in Kolkata has been inscribed on the UNESCO’s Representative List of the Intangible Cultural 
Heritage (ICH) of Humanity. 

• Durga Puja is an annual festival celebrated in September or October, most 
notably in Kolkata, in West Bengal, but also in other parts of India and amongst 
the Bengali diaspora. 

• It marks the ten-day worship of the Hindu mother-goddess Durga. 

• In the months preceding the festival, small artisanal workshops sculpt images of 
Durga and her family using unfired clay pulled from the Ganga River.  

• The worship of the goddess then begins on the inaugural day of Mahalaya, when 
eyes are painted onto the clay images to bring the goddess to life.  

• It ends on the tenth day, when the images are immersed in the river from where 
the clay came. Thus, the festival has also come to signify ‘home-coming’ or a 
seasonal return to one’s roots. 

• It is the first festival in Asia to achieve recognition as UNESCO ICH of Humanity. 

6.4 Nizamuddin Basti 

• Hazrat Nizamuddin Auliya, a noted sufi saint migrated from Badayun in UP and settled in Delhi Village 
Ghiyaspur, located on the tributary of River Yamuna.  

• He was later buried in the vicinity.  

• The settlement that developed around his shrine came to be known as Nizamuddin Basti. 

• Urban revitalisation and conservation efforts were initiated at Nizamuddin Basti, one of the oldest and 
historical settlements in the national capital. 

• It has received twin UNESCO recognitions such as Award of excellence 2021 for cultural heritage conservation 
and recognition for sustainable development. 

• The Nizamuddin Urban Renewal Initiative was the only award-winning entry from India at the UNESCO. 

6.5 National Maritime Heritage Complex 

• This world-class facility is to be developed by the Ministry of Culture (MoC) and Ministry of Ports, Shipping 
and Waterways (MoPSW) in the vicinity of the ASI site of Lothal, Gujarat.  

• It is to be developed as a first of its kind in the country dedicated to the legacy of Maritime Heritage of India 
from ancient to modern times, to showcase India’s rich and diverse maritime glory.  

• It would be developed as an international tourist destination that would be showcased for edutainment 
purpose.  

• Features - The unique feature of NMHC is the recreation of ancient Lothal city - one of the cities of the Indus 
valley civilization (2400 BC).  

• NMHC would have structures such as National Maritime Heritage Museum, Light House Museum, Heritage 
Theme Park, Museum Themed Hotels & Maritime themed eco-resorts, Maritime Institute etc.  

• Various theme parks would be developed through public-private partnership. 

• NCF - MoC will facilitate in the fundraising for NMHC through the National Culture Fund (NCF).  
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• The services of National Culture Fund (NCF) shall be utilized to receive funds by way of grant, donation, CSR 
and foreign contribution. 

• MoC will also provide needed collaboration to NMHC for all maritime heritage subjects under its project 
'Mausam'. 

6.6 Indian Institute of Heritage 

• This Institute will be set up by the government at Noida, Gautam Buddha Nagar. This would be a standalone 
Institution of its type in the country. It is being set up as Deemed to be University by integrating,  

1. Institute of Archaeology (Pt. Deendayal Upadhyaya Institute of Archaeology),  

2. School of Archival Studies under National Archives of India, New Delhi,  

3. National Research Laboratory for Conservation of Cultural Property (NRLC), Lucknow,  

4. National Museum Institute of History of Art, Conservation and Museology (NMICHM) and  

5. Academic Wing of Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA), New Delhi.  

• It will be a world-class University that would focus on the conservation and research in India’s rich tangible 
heritage.  

• It will offer research, development and dissemination of knowledge, excellence in the education of its 
students and activities associated with heritage that contribute to cultural, scientific and economic life of 
India. 

7. FESTIVALS 

7.1 Navroz 

The Prime Minister of India has greeted the people on the occasion of Navroz or Nowruz (21 March 2022). 

• Jamshed-i-Navroz/Jamshed-i-Nouroz or Navroz [‘Nav’ (new) and ‘Roz’ 
(day)] is a Parsi New Year believed to be observed by Iranians and 
Zoroastrians for the past 3,000 years. 

• It is celebrated on the first day of the Farvardin (first month) of the 
calendar followed by Zoroastrians. 

• It is a day dedicated to the beginning of the spring and the renewal of 
nature. 

• It is dedicated to promote peace, solidarity, and friendship among people 
and different communities. 

• History - Festival of Navroz is named after the Persian king, Jamshed, who is credited for creating the 
Persian or the Shahenshahi calendar. 

• Date - Though celebrated in March globally, Navroz arrives 200 days late in India and is celebrated in August 
as the Parsis here follow the Shahenshahi calendar. 

• In India, people celebrate it twice a year - first according to the Iranian calendar and the second according to 
the Shahenshahi calendar which is followed by people here and in Pakistan. 

• In 2009, Navroj was listed in the list of UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity of India. 

7.2 Bonalu Festival 

• Bonalu is a popular religious festival of the 
Jagadambika Temple on Golconda Fort, 
Telangana.  

• It is the state festival of Telangana. It is 
celebrated in parts of Telangana and Andhra 
Pradesh.  

• The Word Bonalu came from “Bhojanalu” 
meaning food, which is offered to the goddess 
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during festival time. 

• According to the Hindu calendar month of Aashadam, Bonalu festival starts with the religious procession 
starting from Langar Houz to the temple near Bala Hissar on top of the Golconda Fort.  

• It is believed that during Ashada Maasam, the Goddess comes back to her maternal home.  

• So, people come to see her and bring offerings of food (Bonalu) to show their love and affection, just as they 
would prepare a special meal when their own daughters visit them. 

7.3 Byanjana Dwadashi 

The Byanjana Dwadashi festival of Odisha is seen as a great step towards promoting food security. 

• Byanjana Dwadashi festival is celebrated in Odisha’s temple town of Puri. 

• This festival is a gastronomic and epicurean delight with at least 701 dishes being prepared. 

• It celebrates a variety of food (Byanjana ) on the 12th day (Dwadashi) of the Sukla Paksha or waxing phase of 
the moon in the month of Margashira (mid-December to mid-January). 

• This festival commemorates an episode of the Mahabharata where Yashoda observes that her son Krishna is 
pale and weak. 

• She realises that this is because of lack of proper nutrition at a time when Krishna has devoted all his energy in 
fighting demons. 

• In order to fulfil his nutritional requirements, she prepares a lot of delicacies and feeds him and his friends. 

• This episode was re-enacted in the Vaishnava mutts of Puri by the medieval mystic, Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu around 500 years ago. 

7.4 Attukal Pongala Festival 

The Attukal Pongala festival in Kerala will be a muted affair this year with strict Covid-19 protocols limiting rituals 
to the temple and homes. 

•  The Attukal Pongala of Kerala is the world’s largest congregation of 
women for a festival. 

• It is a famous festival celebrated annually at Attukal Bhagavathy 
Temple, Thiruvananthapuram in Kerala. 

• It is a 10 days event commencing on the Karthigai star of the 
Malayalam month of Makaram or Kumbham and closing with the 
sacrificial offering known as Kuruthitharpanam at night. 

• On the 9th day of the festival the Attukal Pongala Mahotsavam takes 
place. 

• Pongala, which means 'to boil over’, is the ritual in which women prepare sweet payasam (a pudding made 
from rice, jaggery, coconut and plantains cooked together) and offer it to the Goddess or ‘Bhagavathy’. 

• This ritual can only be performed by women. 

7.5 Sohrai 

• Sohrai is a five-day festival of the Santhal, Munda, Prajapati, Khurmi and Oraon tribes in the Indian states of 
Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Odisha, and West Bengal. 

• It is a Harvest Festival held at the start of the winter harvest season. 

• It is also called cattle festival. 

• It is celebrated during Amavasya in Kartik (October-November) month of the Hindu calendar. 

• For Santhals - Sohrai is the most important festival of the Santhals. 

• It is the Harvest Festival celebrated after the rice harvest in early January. 
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7.6 Phool Dei 

• Phool Dei festival is known as the harvest festival of Uttarakhand. 

• The term 'Dei' refers to a ceremonial pudding which is the key food in this festival that is made from jaggery. 

• This festival is celebrated in the Garhwal and Kumaun regions of Uttarakhand every year in the 
flowering season (March-April) for about a month. 

• It is celebrated on the first day of the Hindu month, Chaitra. 

• Children, particularly young girls, go into farms, forests and gardens after bathing and collect fresh flowers to 
offer to the local deities as a welcome gesture for the onset of spring season. 

• The local belief is that placing flowers at the doorsteps of houses for the gods will bring prosperity and 
blessings. 

• The groups of children, known as Phoolyari, bring flowers daily to the households and receive money and 
sweets in return from each family on the last day of spring. 

• The commonly used flowers are red rhododendron flowers or buransh (the state tree of Uttarakhand), the 
yellow pheonly flowers (Reinwardtia indica) and mustard flowers. The celebration of Phool Dei indirectly 
rooted a sense of affection and protection towards nature, especially local flowers and trees, in our minds. 

8. RELIGION 

8.1 Kushinagar 

PM inaugurated the Kushinagar international airport, Uttar Pradesh, which will mainly service the Buddhist 
tourism circuit. 

• In Kushinagar, the Buddha attained Mahaparinirvana (ultimate salvation) 
in 483 BC and was cremated at Rambhar Stupa. 

• Kushinagar is identified with Kushinara, capital of the ancient Malla 
republic.  

• [Malla republic is one of the 16 Mahajanapadas of the 6th -4th centuries BC.] 

• The area went on to be part of the kingdoms of the Mauryas, Shungas, 
Kushanas, Guptas, Harshavardhana, and the Palas. 

• Kushinara is believed to have been inhabited until the 12th century. 

• The first excavations in Kushinagar were carried out by Alexander Cunningham and ACL Carlleyle. 

• He unearthed the main stupa & the 6-metre-long statue of the Reclining Buddha in 1876. 

Buddhist Tourism Sites 

• In 2016, the Ministry of Tourism announced the Buddhist Circuit as India’s first transnational tourism 
circuit (India, Nepal and Sri Lanka). 
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• Buddhist Circuit includes Bodh Gaya, Vaishali, & Rajgir 
(Bihar), Kushinagar, Sarnath, and Shravasti (UP), and 
Lumbini (Nepal). 

• A Buddhist Circuit tourist train covers all destinations in 
14 days, and helicopter services and more airports are in 
the pipeline. 

• The push is intended to assert India’s position as the 
original centre of Buddhism, against the claims from 
China. 

8.2 Devasahayam 

A Hindu man from Tamil Nadu, who converted to Christianity in 
the 18th century, is set to become the first Indian layman to be 
declared a saint by the Vatican for “enduring increasing 
hardships” to embrace Christianity. 

• Born as Neelakanda Pillai in Nattalam village of 
Kanyakumari District in Tamil Nadu in 1712, he went on to 
serve as a soldier in the court of Travancore’s Maharaja 
Marthanda Varma. 

• Here, he met a Dutch naval commander, who taught him 
about the Catholic faith. 

• In 1745, soon after he was baptised, he assumed the name 
‘Lazarus’ or ‘Devasahayam’ meaning ‘God is my help’. 

• But he then faced the wrath of the Travancore state, which 
was against his conversion. 

• False charges of treason and espionage were brought 
against him and he was divested of his post in the royal 
administration. 

• While preaching, he particularly insisted on the equality of 
all people, despite caste differences. This aroused the 
hatred of the higher classes. 

• He faced harsh persecution and imprisonment after he 
converted to Christianity, ultimately resulting in his killing 
in 1752. 

• Devasahayam was declared Blessed in 2012, 300 years 
after his birth. 

9. OTHERS 

9.1 Rudraksh 

Prime Minister inaugurated the JICA-assisted International Cooperation and Convention Centre, also known as 
'Rudraksh' in Varanasi.  

• JICA has assisted the construction of the convention centre by providing a Grant in Aid of 3,042 million 
Japanese yen (INR 200 crore) under the Japanese ODA scheme.  

• Objective of the Project - To provide opportunities for social and cultural interactions between people at 
this centre, and this would strengthen Varanasi’s competitiveness by developing its tourism sector.  

• It is an environment-friendly building, fit for level 3 of Green Rating for Integrated Habitat Assessment 
(GRIHA). 

• To know about the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA), click here. 
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9.2 National Film Archive of India 

National Film Archive of India (NFAI) has added the original camera negative of Rajkumar Hirani’s film PK (2014) 
in its collection. 

• NFAI, Pune was set up in 1964 as a media unit of the Ministry of Information & Broadcasting (I&B), with the 
primary objective to acquire and preserve Indian cinematic heritage.  

• This includes preservation of film and non-film material including but not limited to celluloid, stills, glass 
slides, posters, lobby cards, scripts and song booklets. 

National Film Heritage Mission  

• Launched in 2017, National Film Heritage Mission (NFHM) is an initiative of the I&B Ministry to preserve, 
conserve, digitize and restore the rich cinematic heritage of the country. 

• National Film Archive of India (NFAI) is the nodal organization for the implementation of this project. 

• The broader objectives under NFHM are,  

a) Film condition assessment and preventive conservation of film reels,  

b) Digitization of films,  

c) 2K/4K Picture & sound restoration of landmark films of Indian cinema, and recording of new picture 
and sound inter-negatives of each film, 

d) Construction of archival, preservation and conservation facilities (vaults),  

e) Training and workshops for in-house capacity building and  

f) Creating comprehensive web-based end to end IT solutions. 

9.3 Srinagar Joins UCCN 

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has picked Srinagar among 49 
cities as part of the UNESCO Creative Cities Network (UCCN) under the Crafts and Folk Arts category. 

• Created in 2004, the UCCN 
fosters international cooperation 
across cities of the world that 
invest in culture and creativity 
as accelerators of sustainable 
development. 

• Through 7 creative fields, cities 
in the Network are innovative 
and strategic with a large scope 
of initiatives that have positive 
economic, social, cultural and 
environmental impacts. 

1. Crafts and Folk Art, 

2. Design, 

3. Film, 

4. Gastronomy, 

5. Literature, 

6. Media Arts, and 

7. Music. 

• The UCCN aims to fulfil the enabling and transformative power of culture and creativity in building cities that 
are resilient, sustainable and future-proof. 

• The Network further commits to supporting the United Nations frameworks, particularly the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development. 

• Currently, 246 cities make up this network. 
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9.4 Pochampally - Best Tourism Village 

Pochampally Village in Telangana State has been selected as one of the best Tourism Villages by the UN World 
Tourism Organisation (UNWTO). 

• Pochampally in Telangana is often referred to as the Silk City of India for the exquisite sarees that are 
woven through a unique style called Ikat. 

o This style, Pochampally Ikat, received a Geographical Indicator (GI Status) in 2004. 

• Pochampally is also known as Bhoodan Pochampally to commemorate the Bhoodan Movement that was 
launched by Acharya Vinobha Bhave from this village on April 18th, 1951. 

• Pochampally saree has traditional, geometric patterns in the characteristic blurry design. 

 

Ikat 

• Ikat (meaning “Tie and Dye”) is a yarn-resist dyeing process that involves the process of wrapping (or 
tying) and dyeing sections of bundled yarn to a predetermined colour pattern before they are woven. 

• The dye penetrates into exposed sections while the wrapped section remains undyed. 

• This pattern formed by the yarn in this process is woven into fabric. 

UNWTO’s Best Tourism Villages 

• This Pilot initiative aims to award those villages which are outstanding examples of rural destinations and 
showcase good practices in line with its specified 9 evaluation areas. 

• It is a global initiative to highlight those villages where tourism preserves cultures and traditions, celebrates 
diversity, provides opportunities and safeguards biodiversity. 

• Benefits 

1. Reduce regional inequalities in income and development. 

2. Fight rural depopulation. 

3. Progress gender equality and women’s and youth empowerment. 

4. Enhance education and skills development. 

Rural Tourism Policy 

• Ministry of Tourism has drafted a Rural Tourism Policy which will, 

1. Promote tourism within our villages, 

2. Revitalise local arts and crafts and 
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3. Promote rural economy. 

• It will help redevelop and rebuild our villages and rural life and the residents of the villages will also get an 
opportunity to engage and interact with people from outside. 

9.5 Saraswati River 

Haryana and Himachal Pradesh are about to sign an MoU on plan to revive Saraswati River. 

• The ‘Lost Saraswati River’ in North-Western India is the holiest and 
mightiest river of the Vedic Period (8000-5000 BP). 

• The Saraswati River is mentioned between the east of Yamuna and west of 
Sutlej in the early Rigvedic 'Nadistuti' hymn. 

• This river is a trans-boundary to India as well as to Pakistan. 

• Vedic Saraswati River originated in the Himalayas and flowed between Indus 
River in the west and Ganges River in the east through Punjab, Haryana, 
western Rajasthan and Gujarat. 

• It is finally drained into Gulf of Kachchh in Arabian Sea. 

• Significance - The name ‘Saraswati’ has been used in most of the ancient literatures like Vedas, Manusmriti, 
Mahabharata and Puranas. 

• The sites of Harappan civilization were discovered along the banks of the Saraswati River. 

• This River disappeared around 5000 BP due to climatic and tectonic changes. 

• It is believed that River Saraswati is still flowing below the Thar desert and its Himalayan connectivity is alive. 

• The relict of this lost river is preserved as paleochannels under the cover of aeolian sand / alluvium.  

9.6 Angadias 

An FIR has been registered against three Mumbai Police officials for allegedly threatening Angadias and extorting 
money from them in south Mumbai. 

• The Angadia system is a century-old parallel banking system in India. 

• In this system, the traders send cash generally from one state to another through a person called Angadia that 
stands for courier. 

• It is by and large used in the jewelry business with Mumbai - Surat being the most popular route as they are 
two ends of the diamond trade. 

• As the cash involved is huge and it is the responsibility of the Angadia to transfer cash from one state to 
another, they charge a nominal fee. 

• Generally, it is the Gujarati, Marwari and Malbari community that are involved in the business. 

• Working - The Angadia system works completely on trust as large sums, at times in crores, are involved. 

• Generally, traders have the same Angadias for decades together. 

• Usually, to verify authenticity, the trader will give any Rupee note to the Angadia and provide the number of 
the note to the recipient. 

• It is only after the recipient confirms the note number that the Angadia will hand over the money to the 
person. 

• Legality - While the Angadia system per se is legal, there hangs a cloud over the activity as it is suspected that 
a lot of times it is used to transfer unaccounted money. 

• Since the business deals in cash and there is no account maintained for the same, there have been suspicions 
that it is also used for transfer of black money. 

9.7 Chintamani Padya Natakam 

After reviewing the contents of a 100-year-old play named ‘Chintamani Padya Natakam’, the Andhra Pradesh 
government has banned it. 
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• ‘Chintamani Padya Natakam’ was written in 1920 by playwright 
Kallakuri Narayana Rao, who was also a social reformer. 

• Story - The play is about Chintamani, a courtesan and a devotee of 
Lord Krishna, who finds salvation by singing bhajans. 

• She is courted by Subbi Shetty, a businessman from the Arya Vysya 
community, who loses his wealth and family due to his attraction to 
her. 

• The original play had a social message, but over the years, it has been 
modified purely for entertainment. 

• Social message - In the play, the writer explains how people neglect 
their families by falling prey to certain social evils. 

• It was aimed to create awareness on the Devadasi system and how the 
flesh trade was ruining many families at that particular period. 

10. HISTORY 

10.1 Alexander and Chandragupta Maurya – The Great 

The use of the suffix ‘great’ has become uncommon in modern history-writing as historians have moved away from 
the political triumphs of rulers to the society, economy, art and architecture of their times. 

• In Indian history, ‘great’ has been used for the emperors Ashoka, Rajaraja and Rajendra Chola, and Akbar, 
among others. 

• The world history notes Roman emperor Constantine, the Persians Cyrus and Darius, Herod, king of Judea, 
Catherine and Peter of Russia, and Frederick of Prussia as great. 

• The use of the suffix ‘great’ has become less common in modern history-writing as historians are focusing on 
the society, economy, art and architecture of the rulers rather than their political victory. 

• They have subjected the rulers’ apparent greatness to new perspectives through a re-evaluation of old sources 
and by referencing those that have been discovered more recently. 

Alexander 

• Alexander was born in 356 BC at Pella in ancient Greece, and succeeded his father, king Phillip II, to the 
throne at the age of 20. 

• Over the next 10 years, Alexander led campaigns across large parts of West Asia and North Africa. 

• In 327 BC, Alexander crossed the Indus, the farthest frontier of the old Persian empire, and began his Indian 
campaign that lasted about two years. 

• The king of Taxila surrendered to Alexander, but beyond the Jhelum he was challenged by the legendary 
warrior Porus. 

• In the battle of Hydaspes, Alexander won, but was impressed with Porus and returned his kingdom. 

• Alexander wished to march towards Gangetic basin but upon reaching the Beas, his generals refused to go 
further. 

• Alexander was forced to turn back and died in the ancient city of Babylon, to the south of today’s Baghdad. 

• Alexander came to be called ‘great’ because of his excellent military conquests which amazed the European 
writers and chroniclers. 

• He had established the largest empire the world had seen until then, which stretched across modern western 
and central Asia, before he turned 30 years of age. 

• He had travelled some 1,000 miles from Macedonia conquering seven nations and more than 2,000 cities. 

• Alexander is believed to have died undefeated in any battle. 

 

 

http://www.shankariasacademy.com/
http://www.iasparliament.com/


www.shankariasacademy.com 

www.iasparliament.com 

 

 

31 

Chandragupta Maurya 

• Chandragupta overthrew the unpopular last king of the Nandas, Dhana Nanda, and occupied his capital, 
Pataliputra. 

• Chandragupta’s political mentor and chief adviser was Chanakya (also known as Kautilya and 
Vishnugupta) who wrote Arthashastra, the pioneering Indian treatise on political science, statecraft, 
military strategy, and economy. 

• Guided by Kautilya and by his own military prowess, Chandragupta established mastery over the Gangetic 
plains and north-west and was successful against Seleucus Nicator , the successor to Alexander. 

• Some matrimonial alliances followed as well, and during the campaign and afterward, there was considerable 
cultural contact between the Mauryans and the Greeks. 

• The territorial foundation of the Mauryan Empire had been laid, with Chandragupta controlling the Indus and 
Ganges Plains and the borderlands. 

• With Pataliputra at its imperial centre, the Mauryan Empire for the first time unified most of South Asia. 

• Chandragupta was the architect of an empire who controlled the plains of both the Indus and the Ganga which 
stretched until the eastern and western oceans. 

• He laid the foundation of an extensive and efficient system of centralised administration and tax-collection 
that formed the bases of his empire. 

• Trade and agriculture were reformed and regulated with the building of infrastructure and standardisation of 
weights and measures, and provisions were made for a large standing army. 

Relevance of Chandragupta and Alexander 

• Historians estimate the year of Chandragupta’s rise to power from 324 BC to 313 BC, however, it is generally 
accepted that he ascended the throne in 321 BC. 

• This would place him after Alexander had left India and just before the Greek emperor’s death in Babylon. 

• Greek sources suggest that Chandragupta may have been in communication with Alexander during the latter’s 
Indian campaign. 

• A L Basham notes that classical sources speak of a young Indian named Sandrocottus who is identical with 
the Chandragupta Maurya. 

• Basham concluded that the emperor Chandragupta Maurya, who rose to power soon after Alexander’s 
invasion, had at least heard of the conqueror, and perhaps derived inspiration from his exploits. 

10.2 Raigad Fort 

President began his 4-day visit to Maharashtra by visiting the Raigad Fort. 

• Earlier called Rairi, Raigad is a hill fort situated in Maharashtra.  

• Raigad was the name given by Chhatrapati Shivaji to the fort.  

• The British Gazette states the fort was known to early Europeans as the Gibraltar of the East.  

• The fort was the seat of the Maratha clan Shirke in the 12th century.  

• The fort changed hands a number of times from the dynasty of Bahaminis to the Nizamshahis and then the 
Adilshahis.  

• In 1656, Shivaji captured it from the More’s of Javli who were under the suzerainty of the Adilshahi Sultanate.  

• Significance - The fort helped Shivaji challenge the supremacy of the Adilshahi dynasty. 

• It opened up the routes towards Konkan for the extension of his power. 

• By 1664, the fort had emerged as the seat of Shivaji’s government.  

• As the Marathas under Shivaji gained strength in their struggle against the Mughals, a sovereign, independent 
state was announced.  

• In 1674, Shivaji was coronated at Raigad by Gagabhatt where he took on the title of Chhatrapati. He passed 
away in Raigad in 1680.  
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10.3 Battle of Saragarhi 

September 12, 2021 marks the 124th anniversary of the Battle of Saragarhi that has inspired a host of armies, books 
and films, both at home and abroad. 

• Saragarhi was the communication tower between Fort Lockhart and Fort Gulistan in the North West 
Frontier Province (NWFP). 

• Two forts, now in Pakistan, were built by Maharaja Ranjit Singh but renamed by the British. 

• Battle of Saragarhi was a last-stand battle fought between the British Raj and Afghan tribesmen (Afridi 
and Orakzai) in 1897. 

• During the Battle, 21 soldiers of 36th Sikhs (now 4 Sikh), led by Havildar Ishar Singh, along with a non-
combatant called Daad were pitted against over 8,000 tribals but they managed to hold the fort for 7 hours. 

• Queen Victoria awarded to these 21 soldiers the Indian Order of Merit posthumously along with 2 ‘marabas’ 
(50 acres) and Rs 500 each. 

10.4 Guru Ravidas 

The President of India has greeted fellow-citizens on the eve of birth anniversary of Guru Ravidas. 

• Ravidas Jayanti is celebrated on Magh Purnima, which is the full moon 
day of the Magh month as per the Hindu calendar. 

• Born in 1377 C.E. in Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh, Guru Ravidas was an 
Indian mystic, poet, social reformer and spiritual guru. 

• He belonged to the bhakti movement during the 15th to 16th century. 

• He wrote 40 poems in the Guru Granth Sahib - the sacred scripture of 
Sikhism. 

• He is the founder of the 21st-century Ravidassia religion. 

• He dedicated his life to abolish the caste system and openly despised the 
notion of a Brahminical society. He promoted communal harmony, 
spiritual freedom and championed equality. 

• He was also the spiritual guide of Meera Bai. 

10.5 Paika Rebellion 

Recently, Centre stated that the Paika rebellion cannot be called the first War of Independence. 

• It was an armed rebellion against the British East India Company's rule in Odisha in 1817.   

• The Paiks were the traditional landed militia of Khurda, Odisha. 

• Paikas had been recruited since the 16th century by kings in Odisha. 

• They were from a variety of social groups who render martial services in return for the rent-free land (nish-kar 
jagirs) and titles. 

• After entering Odisha in 1803, the British introduced new revenue settlements due to which many Odia 
proprietors ended up losing their lands to absentee Bengali landlords. 

• Changes in the currency and revenue systems meant the Odias had to pay taxes in silver, which was more 
expensive for them. 

• This resulted in further marginalisation and oppression of the Odias. 

• In 1817, Kondhs who belonged to the state of Ghumsur banded together to revolt against the British. 

• Bakshi Jagabandhu Bidyadhar Mohapatra Bharamarbar Rai, the highest-ranking military general of King of 
Khorda Mukund Dev II, led the Paikas to join the uprising. 

• During the course of the rebellion, they burnt government buildings in Banapur, killed policemen and British 
officials, and looted the treasury. 

• The uprising lasted few months but was eventually crushed by the better-equipped and trained forces of the 
East India Company (EIC). 
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• Bakshi escaped to the jungles, and ultimately surrendered in 1825 under negotiated terms. 

10.6 Tai Khamti-British War of 1839 

Arunachal Pradesh Deputy CM has requested the central government to declare Tai Khamti-British War of 1839 as 
the first war of Independence. 

• Tai Khamtiare one of the major tribes of Arunachal Pradesh. They inhabit areas of Assam and Arunachal 
Pradesh. 

• The word ‘Khampti’ means ‘a land full of gold’. 

• They follow Theravada Buddhism and have their own script which the people call it Tai script (Lik-Tai). 

• n 1824, Assam (it was much of present-day Northeast then) was occupied by the British forces following the 
First Anglo-Burmese War and ceded to Britain by Burma under the Yandabo Treaty of 1826. 

• In 1839, Tai Khamti people resisted British colonisation which resulted in killing of 80 British soldiers. 

10.7 Birsa Munda 

Union Cabinet has approved the declaration of Birsa Munda's birth anniversary on Nov 15 as Janjatiya Gaurav 
Divas. 

• Birsa Munda is a tribal leader in chotanagpur region who fought against the land acquisition by British. 

• He had forced the colonial officials to introduce laws protecting the land rights of the tribals. 

• He started the faith of “Birsait” to challenge the British conversion activities through Christian missionaries. 

• It attracted the members of Munda and Oraon tribal communities. 

• He is popularly known as 'Dharti Abba' or the Earth Father, a folk hero inspiring other Adivasis in their 
struggle for forest rights in modern times. 

• He started a movement called 'Ulgulan', or 'The Great Tumult, organising the Adivasis against the land 
settlement system imposed by the British. 

• He fought against superstition, animal sacrifice and alcoholism and demanded tribal farmers to boycott 
‘bethbegari system’ (forced labour). 

• The Chotanagpur Tenancy Act was passed in 1908, which restricted the passing on of land from the tribal 
people to non-tribals. 

10.8 Malabar Rebellion of 1921 

August 20, 2021 marks the centenary of the Malabar rebellion or the Moplah (Muslim) riots of 1921. 

• Malabar rebellion had been an uprising of Muslim tenants (Moplahs) against local Hindu landlords (Jenmis) 
and British rulers.  

• The uprising, which began as part of the Khilafat Movement, took place in regions which are under the 
Malappuram district, Kerala.  

• It was an armed revolt led by Variyamkunnath Kunjahammed Haji.  

• It has been perceived as one of the 1st nationalist uprisings in southern India. It has even been described as a 
peasant revolt.  

• In 1971, the Kerala government had included the participants of the rebellion in the category of freedom 
fighters.  

• Impacts - The rebellion of Mappilas inspired by religious ideology and a conception of an alternative system 
of administration - Khilafat government - dealt a blow to the nationalist movement in Malabar.  

• Fanaticism of rebels, foregrounded by the British, fostered communal rift and enmity towards the Congress.  

10.9 Pictorial book on India’s Women Unsung Heroes of Freedom Struggle 

Union Minister of State for Culture released a pictorial book on India’s Women Unsung Heroes of Freedom Struggle 
as part of Azadi ka Mahotsav.  
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• The book has been released in partnership with Amar Chitra Katha which is a household name in India. 

• The book celebrates the lives of some of the women who led the charge and lit the flame of protest and 
rebellion throughout the country. 

• It contains the stories of queens who battled colonial powers in the struggle against imperial rule and women 
who dedicated and even laid down their lives for the cause of the motherland. 

• The idea is to familiarize our youth with the iconic leaders of the freedom struggle and make them feel proud 
of their history. 

• The book seeks to make the youth to understand the history of freedom struggle through an Indian 
perspective rather than the colonial one. 

• The second edition will be on 25 unsung Tribal Freedom Fighters which is under process and will take some 
time. 

• The third and final edition will be of 30 unsung heroes drawn from other areas. 

Rani Abakka 

• Rani Abakka, the Queen of Ullal, Karnataka fought and defeated the mighty 
Portuguese in the 16th century.  

• Her army consisted of people from various castes, religions and sections of 
society. 

• With this diversity, she ended up mobilizing her people to persistently oppose the 
Portuguese. 

• She was given the name ‘The Fearless Queen‘. 

• Her legacy now lives on in Dakshin Karnataka in the form of folk songs, stories 
and performances of Yakshagana - a form of local theatre. 

Velu Nachiyar 

• Velu Nachiyar, the queen of Sivaganga, Tamil Nadu was the first Indian queen to wage war against the British 
East India Company.  She is known by Tamils as Veeramangai. 

• Rani Velu Nachiyar was trained in martial arts like Valari, Silambam, horse 
riding and archery. 

• She was proficient in many languages like French, English and Urdu. 

• She is known to have produced the first human bomb as well as establish the 
first army of trained women soldiers in the late 1700s. 

• In 1780, after the death of her husband, King of Sivagangai, she formed an army 
and alliance with Hyder Ali against the British East India Company in 1780. 

• In collaboration with Hyder Ali and Gopala Nayaker, she waged a war against the 
British EIC and emerged victorious. 

• In 1790, the throne was inherited by her daughter Vellacci. She granted powers 
to her daughter with the Marudu brothers to help with the administration of the kingdom in 1780.  

Jhalkari Bai 

• Jhalkari Bai, was born in a Dalit family and grew up to become a soldier. 

• She was a woman soldier in Rani Lakshmibai’s women’s army called Durga Dal. 

• She grew to become one of the key advisors to the Rani of Jhansi and a 
prominent figure in the First War of Indian Independence, 1857. 

• She was entrusted with the responsibility of leading the women’s wing of the 
army. She took on the guise of the Rani and fought the battle fiercely and 
suggested that Rani leave the palace with her child. 

• Many Dalit communities of Bundelkhand look her as an incarnation of God and 
also celebrate Jhalkaribai Jayanti every year in her honour. 
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Matangini Hazra 

• Matangini Hazra was a brave freedom fighter from Bengal, who laid down her 
life while agitating against the British during Quit India Movement. 

• In 1905, she became actively interested in the Indian independence movement 
as a Gandhian. 

•  In 1932, she took part in the Non-Cooperation Movement and was arrested for 
breaking the Salt Act. 

• She resorted to spinning khadi (coarse cotton fabric) on her own charkha – 
despite her failing eyesight and advancing age. 

• She was affectionately known as Gandhiburi, which is Bengali for old lady 
Gandhi.  

Gulab Kaur 

• Gulab Kaur was a freedom fighter who abandoned her own hopes and dreams of a 
life abroad to fight for freedom and mobilized the people against the British Raj. 

• In Manila, Philippines, she joined the Ghadar movement to overthrow the British 
rule in India.  

• She was in charge of the printing and distribution of party literature, and was also 
known to give speeches on boats to Indian passengers. 

• She travelled across Philippines to organize the Indian residents for this 
movement. When she returned to India, she continued her revolutionary work in 
Punjab. Gadhar di dhee- Gulab Kaur is a book written by S Kesar Singh 
about Gulab Kaur. 

ChakaliIlamma 

• ChakaliIlamma was a revolutionary woman who fought against the injustice of 
zamindars during the Telangana rebellion in the mid-1940s. 

• She was a member of the Andhra Mahasabha. 

• She is one of the first women to dismantle the supremacy of the feudal lords of 
Telangana. 

• She fought for her land and set a platform for the oppressed to rise against the 
ruling class domination and occupation of land. 

• She has inspired various women to fight for their land and dignity. 

• She questioned and stood against upper caste women who equally perpetuated 
caste and class slavery by commanding the lower caste women to address them 
as Dora 

Padmaja Naidu 

• She is daughter of Sarojini Naidu and a freedom fighter in her own right. 

• She was the joint founder of the Indian National Congress in Hyderabad. 

• She took part in Quit India Movement in 1942. 

• After Independence, she was elected to the Indian Parliament in 1950 and later 
become 5th Governor of West Bengal from 1956 to 1967. 

• Miss Naidu was also associated with the Bharat Sevak Samaj, All India 
Handcrafts Board and Nehru Memorial Board. 

• She collected the poems written by Sarojini Naidu and published it as a book 
titled The Feather of the Dawn in 1961. 

• The Padmaja Naidu Himalayan Zoological Park (also known as the Darjeeling Zoo) in Darjeeling is named 
after Ms. Naidu. 
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Bishni Devi Shah 

• Bishni Devi Shah was born in 1902 in Bageshwar, Uttarakhand.  

• She was the first woman freedom fighter of Uttarakhand.  

• She had hoisted the tricolor for the first time in Almora, Kumaon.  

• She took part in various movements like the Civil disobedience movement and 
the Khilafat Movement.  

• She participated in the Nagpur session of the Indian National Congress in 1920.  

• She inspired large number of people in Uttarakhand to join the freedom 
movement 

Subhadra Kumari Chauhan 

• Subhadra Kumari Chauhan was one of the greatest Hindi poets, who was also a 
prominent figure in the freedom movement. 

• She is known for her evocative patriotic poem ‘Jhansi ki Rani‘. 

• Subhadra’s style of writing focused on women who overcame hardships besides 
fighting for nation’s sovereignty through her works. 

• She used poetry as a medium to inspire people to join the freedom struggle. 

• Chauhan eventually became the first woman satyagrahi in 1923. 

• Tej Se Tej (As Effulgence Met Effulgence), a book written by her daughter 
Sudha, chronicles her mother’s life and times, while Prof Alok Rai is translating 
her memoirs into English. 

Durgawati Devi 

• Durgawati Devi was the brave woman who provided safe passage to Bhagat 
Singh after the killing of John Saunders and much more during her 
revolutionary days. 

• When Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev and Rajguru were awarded the death sentence, 
Durga came out openly in the field to oppose it. 

• As revenge for the hanging of Bhagat Singh and others, Durga decided to kill 
Lord Hailey, an ex-Governor of Punjab, who was also a staunch enemy of the 
revolutionaries. 

• Although the Governor escaped, his aides were injured. Durga was arrested and 
awarded three years imprisonment. 

• She was an active member of the Naujawan Bharat Sabha. And Hindustan 
Socialist Republican Association (HSRA). 

Sucheta Kripalani 

• She is a prominent freedom fighter and Gandhian, born in Ambala in 1908. 

• As India ushered in its Independence Sucheta was invited to sing Vande 
Mataram, Saare Jahan Se Acha and Jana Gana Mana before Nehru’s “Tryst with 
Destiny” speech. 

• She became independent India's first woman Chief Minister of UP Government. 

• In her book “An Unfinished Autobiography”, Sucheta recounts the emotion she 
felt as a ten-year old after the Jallianwala Bagh massacre. 

• She founded the All India Mahila Congress.  

• In 1949, she was a delegate to the UNGAy and led the Indian delegation to the 
ILO in 1961. 
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Accamma Cherian 

• Accamma Cherian, is an inspirational leader of the freedom movement in 
Travancore, Kerala. 

• She was given the name 'Jhansi Rani of Tranvancore' by Mahatma Gandhi. 

• Though a teacher by profession, her actual dream was to see her nation free. 

• She quit her well-respected job to join India’s freedom movement. 

• In October 1938, Accamma was entrusted by the Travancore State Congress to 
organize the Desasevika Sangh (Female Volunteer Corps). 

• Accamma autobiography is Jeevitham: OruSamaram (Life: A Protest). 

Aruna Asaf Ali 

• Aruna Asaf Ali was an inspirational freedom fighter who is perhaps best remembered for hoisting the Indian 
National flag in Mumbai during the Quit India Movement in 1942. 

• She is popularly known as the 'Grand Old Lady' of the Independence 
Movement. 

• She was greatly influenced by Mahatma Gandhi's ideals and beliefs. 

• She was arrested while participating in the Salt Satyagraha in 1930. 

• In 1932, she had gone on a hunger strike in Tihar Jail against the mistreatment 
of the political prisoners, which led to an improvement in their living 
conditions. 

• During Quit-India movement to evade arrest she continued her struggle 
through underground radio, pamphlets, and magazines such as 'Inquilab' to 
continue the struggle. 

• Post-independence she started a weekly journal 'Weekly' and newspaper 
'Patriot' for upliftment of the status of women by encouraging women 
education. 

• She was honoured with the Bharat Ratna in 1997. 

Durgabai Deshmukh 

• Durgabai Deshmukh, a tireless worker for the emancipation of women in Andhra Pradesh, she was also an 
eminent freedom fighter and member of the Constituent Assembly.  

• She is popularly known as ‘Iron Lady’. 

• At age 12, she left school in protest to the imposition of English-medium 
education.  

• She later started the Balika Hindi Paathshala in Rajamundry to promote Hindi 
education for girls. 

• She was a follower of Mahatma Gandhi and a prominent social reformer who 
participated in Gandhi-led Salt Satyagraha activities during the Civil 
Disobedience Movement.  

•  She was instrumental in organising women satyagrahis in the movement. This 
led to British Raj authorities imprisoning her three times between 1930 and 
1933. 

• She was given the title of ‘Mother of Social Work in India’ by late Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi. 

• She was awarded Padma Vibhushan in 1992. 
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Usha Mehta 

• Usha Mehta was a freedom fighter is remembered for organizing an 
underground radio station (Secret Congress Radio) during the Quit India 
Movement of 1942 to spread Gandhiji’s message of ‘Do or Die’. 

• She was born in in Saras, near Surat. During her childhood she met Mahatma 
Gandhi and became an ardent follower. 

• During Quit India Movement, Mehta unfurled the tricolor flag at Gowalia tank 
ground when the entire Congress leadership was placed under arrest. 

• She wrote a number of books, mainly on Gandhiji and his thoughts. 

• Her book on great Indian women ‘Bharat Ki Mahan Nariyan’ is well known. 

• She was awarded the prestigious Padma Vibhushan in 1998. 

Parbati Giri 

• Parbati Giri, one of Odisha's most prominent women freedom fighters, was 
called the Mother Teresa of Western Odisha for her work in the upliftment of 
her people. 

• At the age of 16 she actively involved in the Quit India Movement. 

• She adopted Gandhism as a way of life and her work manifested this virtue. 

• During 1940 she started organizing meetings and mobilised people to 
participate in Gandhiji’s Khadi Andolan movement. 

• At Bargarh she ordered the lawyers to vacate the Court and stop cooperating 
with the British officials in legal matters. 

• She sat on the chair of the SDO posing as a judge and ordered other boys to 
bring the SDO tied with a rope for which she was jailed for 2  years. 

• She was called “Banhi Kanya” for her resilience and her aggressive nationalistic 
sentiments and free expression. 

Tarkeshwari Sinha 

• Tarkeshwari Sinha, a prominent freedom fighter during the Quit India 
Movement played an active role as a student leader in Patna Women’s 
College, at the age of 16. 

• Later she went on to become an eminent politician in the early decades of 
independent India. 

• She served as a member of the then Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru’s 
council of ministers, and was a four-time Member of Parliament. 

• She was the first female deputy finance minister of India. 

Snehlata Varma 

• Snehlata Varma, a freedom fighter and tireless worker for the education and 
upliftment of women in Mewar, Rajasthan. 

Tileshwari Baruah 

• Tileshwari Baruah, one of India's youngest martyrs, she was shot at the age of 12 by the British, during the 
Quit India Movement, when she and some freedom fighters tried to unfurl the Tricolour atop a police station. 

• To honour her, the Assam town of Dhekiajuli observes September 20 as Martyrs’ Day. 
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10.10 Dr S Muthulakshmi Reddi 

• Dr Reddi was India’s  

1. First Indian girl student at Madras Medical College,  

2. First woman house surgeon in the Government Maternity Hospital, 
Madras. And 

3. First woman lawmaker. 

• In 1926, the government nominated Dr Reddi to the Madras Legislative 
Council, where she was the only woman member of the council. 

• Later, her colleagues elected her as the deputy president to chair the council’s 
proceedings in the absence of the president. 

• Law on prostitution - In 1930, the Madras Legislative Council was discussing 
a law on prostitution. 

• But Dr Reddi defined prostitute as a person of either sex, instead of the council’s definition to include only 
women. So, the legislative council dropped the reference to women in the definition of prostitution. 

• For women - She worked extensively to abolish the Devadasi 
system. 

• Her efforts led to the strengthening of the Madras Immoral Traffic 
Act. 

• She was also able to increase the age at which girls could be rescued 
from brothels. 

• She championed the cause of reservation for women in elected 
bodies. 

• She co-founded the Women's Indian Association in 1918. 

• She opened Avvai Home, Chennai (1930) to shelter, protect and educate the orphan girls, deserted women. 

• Also, she opened Cancer Institute, Chennai (1954). 

10.11 Rani Gaidinliu 

Union Home Minister laid the foundation stone for the ‘Rani Gaidinliu Tribal Freedom Fighters Museum’ in 
Manipur.  

• Rani Gaidinliu, (1915-1993) born at Luangkao village in Manipur.  

• She belonged to the Rongmei 
tribe (also known as Kabui). 

• She was the Naga spiritual and 
political leader who led an armed 
uprising against the British in 
Manipur, Nagaland and Assam. 

• She preserved the identity and 
culture of her community - Zeme, 
Liangmai, Rongmei and Inpui - a 
cognate of tribes referred to as 
Zeliangrong and are spread 
across Assam, Manipur & 
Nagaland. 

• In 1927, at the age of 13 Gaidinliu 
joined the Heraka movement led 
by her cousin Haipou Jadonang 
and became his lieutenant in his 
social, religious and political 
movement. 
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• The movement aimed at revival of the Naga tribal religion and establish self-rule of the Nagas (Naga Raj) 
ending the British rule. 

• After the execution of Jadonang, she took up the leadership of the movement, which slowly turned political 
from religious.  

• She was arrested and sentenced to life imprisonment. 

• After being released in 1947 she continued to work for the betterment of the community. 

• She passed away in 1993 at her native village Luangkao. 

10.12 Narsinh Mehta 

A documentary called ‘Gandhi’s Song’ sheds new light on the saint who inspired the Mahatma Gandhi. 

• Mahatma Gandhi’s favourite bhajan, ‘Vaishnav jan 
to’, was written by Narsinh Mehta [@ Narsi 
Mehta/Narsi Bhagat (1414-1480)]. 

• He is a 15th Century poet-philosopher of the 
Vaishnava sect, from the Bhakti era who hailed from 
Junagadh, Gujarat. 

• Born in an upper-caste family, Narsinh has "angered" 
his community by "mingling" with everyone and 
considering all humanity as equal. 

• Narsinh wrote in ecstasy about Krishna, and he is 
known as an ‘Adi Kavi’ or ‘the primary poet’ of 
Gujarat. 

• He is known for his literary forms called "pada (verse)", "Akhyana" and "Prabhatiya" (morning devotional 
songs). 

10.13 Mahatma Gandhi - Out of the box Thinker 

• Mahatma Gandhi was an open-minded soft reader of concepts and categories. So, he saw his place among the 
weakest and the poorest. 

• His notion of a just and truthful politics was that in such an environment, the weakest should have the 
same opportunities as the strongest. 

• He was a chief doubter of oppressive systems and a rebel against all forms of hidden and open authority. 

• Gandhi is an example of simplicity and transparency. His simplicity was reflected in his deeds and acts, 
but mostly in his mode of life. 

• Gandhi is a perpetual truth seeker. In fact, he is victorious through his effortful trials. 

• Gandhi was an ambiguous personality, but he never wore a mask. He neither masked himself nor put a mask 
on the face of Indian history. 

• Rather, he challenged Indian history. Practically, there was moral or spiritual interrogation in all of Gandhi’s 
historical actions. 

• Therefore, he led Indians to a historical and civilizational awareness that went as far as a spiritual conversion 
to non-violence. 

• The Gandhian maieutic completely reversed the relationship between a leader and his people. 

• Like Socrates, Gandhi was a midwife of minds (Gandhi was very much influenced by Socrates and his 
method of thinking). 

• His philosophy was that of a spiritual exercise, accompanied by an active reflection on truth and a lively 
awareness of all walks of life. 

• Gandhi believed that the true test of life for the individual can be summarized in two principles: self-
discipline and self-restraint. 
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• He believed in the interrelated nature of human existence. In the same manner, the self-
transformative nature of the citizens interested him into democracy. 

• This process of self-transformation should influence not only the inner life of the individual but also public 
life. 

• In conclusion, as a global thinker with a transhistorical and trans geographical influence, Gandhi was a moral 
and political leader who stayed out of the box. 

10.14 Lachit Borphukan 

The Chief Minister of Assam had announced many projects in connection with the 400th birth anniversary of Lachit 
Borphukan. 

• Lachit Borphukan was the commander of the Ahom forces and an icon of Assamese nationalism. 

• In 1669, Aurangzeb dispatched the Rajput Raja Ram Singh I to recapture territories won back by the Ahoms in 
previous battles. 

• So, the Battle of Alaboi was fought the Alaboi Hills in North Guwahati between the Ahoms and Mughals in 
which the Ahoms suffered severe reverses. 

• Lachit Borphukan, after suffering a massive defeat at Alaboi, decimated the Mughals within just two years in 
1671 (Battle of Saraighat). 

• Lachit won the Battle of Saraighat (Naval battle) on the river Brahmaputra. 

• Lachit was an able commander and his courage is all the more lauded because he was terribly ill during the 
war. 

• Today, LachitBarphukan’s victory is honored with a gold medal given every year to the best cadet graduating 
from the National Defence Academy (NDA). 

Ahom Kingdom 

• This kingdom was found by Chaolung Sukapha, who was a 13th century ruler. 

• Ahom Kingdom ruled Assam for six centuries. 

• The Ahoms ruled the land till the province was annexed to British India in 1826 with the signing of the Treaty 
of Yandaboo. 

• They created a new state by suppressing the older political system of the bhuiyans (landlords). 

• The Ahom state depended upon forced labour. Those forced to work for the state were called paiks. 

• Ahom society was divided into clans or khels. A khel often controlled several villages. 

• The Ahom king was the supreme commander of the state as well as the Military. The king himself led the state 
forces in the time of wars. 

• The Paiks (serving and non-serving) were the main army of the state. 

• The full contingent of the Ahom Army consisted of infantry, navy, artillery, elephantry, cavalry and spies.  

10.15 Pandit Bhimsen Joshi 

The Prime Minister has remembered Pandit Bhimsen Joshi on his 100th birth anniversary. 

• Born in 1922 at Ron, Gadag district, Karnataka, Bhimsen Joshi was the eldest among 16 children born to 
Gururaj Joshi and Godavaribai.   

• He left home at a young age in pursuit of music and a suitable guru. 

• He found his guru Pandit Sawai Gandharva at Kundagol, Dharwad district. 

• There he met Gangubai Hangal, another disciple of Sawai Gandharva, whom he fondly called ‘akka’ (elder 
sister). 

• Gangubai went on to become a doyenne of Hindustani classical music and settled down in Hubballi. 

• After the training, the ‘Ganda Bandhan’ (ritual that creates a bond between guru & disciple) took place in 
Dharwad, where Bhimsen Joshi chose to settle down. 
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• When All India Radio opened a station in Dharwad in 1950, the inaugural song Vande Mataram was sung by 
Pandit Bhimsen Joshi, Gangubai Hangal, Mallikarjun Mansur and Basavaraj Rajguru. 

• He organised the Sawai Gandharva Music festival in Pune. 

10.16 Saint Ramanujacharya 

Prime Minister will inaugurate the Statue of Equality, a gigantic statue of Ramanujacharya, on the outskirts of 
Hyderabad. 

• Born in 1017 in Sriperumbudur in Tamil Nadu, Ramanujacharya is revered as a Vedic philosopher and social 
reformer. 

• Ramanuja travelled across India, advocating equality and social justice. 

• He revived the Bhakti movement, and his preaching inspired other Bhakti schools of thought. 

• He is considered to be the inspiration for poets like Annamacharya, Bhakt Ramdas, Thyagaraja, Kabir, and 
Meerabai. 

• From the time he was a young budding philosopher, Ramanuja appealed for the protection of nature and its 
resources like air, water, and soil. 

• He went on to write nine scriptures known as the navaratnas, and composed numerous commentaries on 
Vedic scriptures. 

• Ramanuja is credited with establishing the correct procedures for rituals performed in temples throughout 
India, the most famous being Tirumala and Srirangam. 

• Reason to build the Statue of Equality - Ramanuja was an advocate of social equality among all sections 
of people centuries ago. 

• He encouraged temples to open their doors to everyone irrespective of caste or position in society at a time 
when people of many castes were forbidden from entering them. 

• He took education to those who were deprived of it. 

• His greatest contribution is the propagation of the concept of “vasudhaiva kutumbakam”, which translates as 
all the universe is one family. 

• He travelled across India for several decades, propagating his ideas of social equality and universal 
brotherhood from temple podiums. 

• He embraced the socially marginalised and condemned, and asked royal courts to treat them as equals. 

• He spoke of universal salvation through devotion to God, compassion, humility, equality, and mutual respect, 
which is known as Sri Vaishnavam Sampradaya. 

• The Vaishnava seer behind the Statue of Equality, Ramanujacharya’s social philosophy was designed to cross 
the boundaries of the caste system and to embrace the whole of humanity. 

• Ramanujacharya liberated millions from social, cultural, gender, educational, and economic discrimination 
with the foundational conviction that every human is equal regardless of nationality, gender, race, caste, or 
creed. 

10.17 Pal-Dadhvav Massacre 

The Gujarat government marked 100 years of the Pal-Dadhvav killings, calling it a massacre “bigger than the 
Jallianwala Bagh”. 

• Pal-Dadhvav or Palchitaria massacre took place on March 7, 1922, in which the tribal revolutionaries fell to 
British bullets. 

• This happened in the Pal-Chitariya and Dadhvaav villages of Sabarkantha district, then part of Idar state (of 
Gujarat). 

• Eki movement - The day was Amalki Ekadashi, which falls just before Holi, a major festival for tribals. 

• Villagers from Pal, Dadhvav, and Chitariya had gathered on the banks of river Heir as part of the ‘Eki 
movement’, led by one Motilal Tejawat. 
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• The movement was to protest against the land revenue tax (lagaan) imposed on the peasants by the British 
and feudal lords. 

• Tejawat, who belonged to Koliyari village in the Mewad region of Rajasthan, had also mobilised Bhils from 
Kotda Chhavni, Sirohi, and Danta to participate. 

• The impact of the protest was felt in many parts of Gujarat and Rajasthan, all of which were then princely 
states. 

• Ending - Mewad Bhil Corps (MBC), a paramilitary force raised by the British that was on the lookout for 
Tejawat, heard of this gathering and reached the spot. 

• Then they shot bullets and nearly 1,000 tribals (Bhils) fell. 

• Tejawat was shot at twice, but was taken to safety by the villagers on a camel. He later “returned to the spot to 
christen it ‘Veerbhumi’. 

10.18 Collapse of Maya Civilisation 

A new study has unveiled the mystery behind Maya civilisation’s sudden fall from glory. 

• The Maya civilisation originated in the Yucatan Peninsula. 

• This civilization was a Mesoamerican civilization developed by the Maya peoples. 

• They are noted for its logosyllabic script as well as for its art, architecture, mathematics, calendar, and 
astronomical system. 

• [Logosyllabic script is the most sophisticated and highly developed writing system in pre-Columbian 
Americas.] 

• Known for its monumental architecture and an advanced understanding of mathematics and astronomy, it 
flourished between 600 and 800 AD. 

• But then, suddenly, between 800 and 950 AD, many of the southern cities were abandoned. 

• This period is called the collapse of the Classic Maya civilizations. 

• Highlights of the Study - The new study has revealed that the long-suspected theory that drought pushed 
Maya people towards starvation is not correct. 

• It says that the Maya civilisation may have had access to nearly 500 edible plants, many of which were highly 
resistant to drought. 

• The new study made a list of 497 indigenous food plants of the Maya lowlands. These plants have been 
identified through paleoethnobotany. 

• [Paleoethnobotany is a branch of science dealing with behavioral and ecological interactions between past 
humans and plants.] 

• Next, they examined the drought tolerance of the 497 plants under 3 different scenarios: Short-, medium- and 
extreme-drought. 

• They found that even in the most extreme drought situation, 59 species of edible plants would still have 
persisted. 

• The Maya people could have turned to chaya and cassava to meet their carbohydrates and protein needs. 

• Still, the question of what drove the downfall of the Maya civilisation remains unanswered. This study thinks 
social and economic upheaval likely played a role. 
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