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1. GEOGRAPHICAL FEATURES 

1.1 Baralacha Pass 

 The Baralacha Pass is a high mountain pass in Zanskar range.  

 It connects Lahaul district in Himachal Pradesh to Leh district in Ladakh.  

 Situated along the Leh-Manali Highway, it acts as a water-divide between Bhaga River and Yunam River.  

1.2 Zojila Pass 

 Zojila is a high mountain pass located within the Himalayas mountain range in the Kargil district of Ladakh. 

 It is frequently named as the entrance to Ladakh in Jammu and Kashmir. 

 It is situated in the principal Himalayan Mountain Range on the Srinagar-Leh Highway or NH1D. 

1.3 Lamkhaga Pass 

 It is a high altitude pass in Garhwal Himalayas (Uttarakhand) which connects with Sangla (Himachal 
Pradesh.)  

 It connects Kinnaur district of Himachal Pradesh with Harshil in Uttrakhand.  

 One on the south-western side of Lamkhaga is Chotakhaga pass (shorter pass.) 

1.4 Shinku La Pass 

 It is a mountain pass between Zanskar Valley in Ladakh and Lahaul Valley in Himachal Pradesh.  

 This pass may be considered as an entry point to Lugnak Valley in Zanskar. 
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 The Border Roads Organisation will construct the world’s highest tunnel at Shinku La Pass to connect Himachal 
Pradesh to Ladakh. 

1.5 Pensilung pa glacier 

 The Pensilungpa Glacier is located in Ladakh’s Zanskar 
Valley. 

 The glacier is now retreating at an average rate of 6.7 
plus/minus 3 metre per annum. 

 Causes of retreat- Increasing temperature and low winter 
precipitation. 

1.6 Mount Trishul 

 It is a group of three Himalayan mountain peaks of western 
Kumaun, Uttarakhand.  

 The three peaks resemble a trident - in Hindi/Sanskrit, Trishula, trident, is the weapon of Shiva.  

 The Trishul group forms the southwest corner of the ring of peaks enclosing the Nanda Devi Sanctuary. 

1.7 Mount Manipur 

 Mount Manipur or Mount Harriet is the third highest peak in the Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands.  

 It served as the summer headquarters of the Chief Commissioner during British Raj.  

 Close by the Mount Harriet is the Mount Harriet National Park known for its wide 
variety of birds. 

1.8 Sigur Plateau 

 Sigur Plateau is located in the Nilgiri Hills of Tamil Nadu.  

 It connects the Western and the Eastern Ghats.  

 It sustains elephant populations and their genetic diversity. 

 The Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve, which includes Sigur Plateau and the Nilgiri Hills, is part of the UNESCO World 
Network of Biosphere Reserves. 

1.9 Attappady Hills 

 It is a tribal taluk in Kerala state.  

 It is an extensive mountain valley at the headwaters of the Bhavani River nestled below the Nilgiri Hills of the 
Western Ghats.  

 Attappady Reserve Forest is an informal buffer zone bordering the Silent Valley National Park to the West. 

1.10 Mangarh Hillock  

 Mangarh Hillock is situated at the Gujarat-Rajasthan border.  

 The place is also known as the Adivasi Jallianwala. 

1.11 Kameng River 

 Kameng river is a major tributary of Brahmaputra river in Arunachal Pradesh’s East Kameng district.  

 It is known as Bharali River or Jiabharali River.  

 Origin - Tawang district from the glacial lake below snow-capped Gori Chen mountain on the India-Tibet 
border.  
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 It flows through Arunachal Pradesh and Assam. It joins Brahmaputra river at Tezpur, Assam.  

1.12 River Bhogdoi 

 Bhogdoi is a tributary of the Brahmaputra. 

 It originates from Mokokchung in Nagaland where it is also known as Tsujenyong nullah. 

 It is an inter-state river (flowing between Assam and Nagaland). 

 In 2019, the Union Ministry of Environment declared Bhogdoi as one of the most polluted rivers in Assam and 
351st among the polluted rivers in the country. 

1.13 Nag River 

 Nag River, which flows through Nagpur city, is a highly polluted channel of sewage and industrial waste.  

 Origin - Western weir of Ambazari Lake in west Nagpur.  

 Tributary - River Pili Nadi 

 The Nag River and River Pili Nadi later merge, and join the River Kanhan near the city outskirts.  

1.14 Umngot River 

 Umngot River is popularly known as Dawki River.  

 This river is in village of Mawlynnong ("God's Own Garden") in 
Meghalaya.  

 Origin - Eastern Shillong Peak.  

 It flows in both India and Bangladesh.  

 Considered as the cleanest river in India, in some parts, this river is as 
transparent as crystal and you can actually see the riverbed. 

 It is the natural boundary between RiPnar (of Jaintia Hills) with 
HimaKhyrim (of Khasi Hills).  

1.15 River Devika 

 Origin - Hilly Suddha Mahadev temple in Udhampur district of Jammu and Kashmir.  

 It flows down towards western Punjab (now in Pakistan) where it merges with the Ravi river. 

 The Devika river holds great religious significance as it is revered by Hindus as the sister of river Ganga.  

1.16 Kali Bein 

 The 165-km-long Kali Bein river is a holy rivulet in Sultanpur Lodhi, Punjab.  

 It starts from Dhanao Village (Hoshiarpur) and meets the confluence of the rivers Beas and Sutlej in Kapurthala.  

 Guru Nanak Dev, the first Sikh guru, is said to have got enlightenment here. Once he disappeared into the waters 
of Kali Bein.  

 While reemerging on the third day, the first thing he recited was the “Mool Mantra” of the Sikh religion.  

1.17 Saraswati River 

 The ‘Lost Saraswati River’ in North-Western India is the holiest and mightiest river of the Vedic Period. 

 This River is mentioned to be between the east of Yamuna and west of Sutlej in the early Rigvedic 'Nadistuti' 
hymn.  

 This river is a trans-boundary to India as well as to Pakistan. 

 Origin - The Himalayas.   
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 It flowed between Indus River in the west and Ganges River in the east through Punjab, Haryana, western 
Rajasthan and Gujarat. It is finally drained into Gulf of Kachchh in Arabian Sea. 

1.18 Mahakali River 

 River Mahakali or Kali or Sharda is a trans-boundary/international river between India and Nepal. 

 It is a Himalayan catchment of Ghagra sub basin of the large Ganga Basin. 

 Origin - Kalapani in the Trans Himalayan region.  

 It joins Ghaghra River, a tributary of the Ganges. 

 The large part of catchment area of Mahakali lies in Uttarakhand and rest lies in Nepal.  It offers potential for 

hydroelectric power generation. 

1.19 Chenab River 

 The Chenab River is in the northwestern India and northeastern and eastern Pakistan. 

 Origin - Baralacha Pass in Himachal Pradesh. 

 It is formed by the confluence of two streams, Chandra and Bhaga, in the western (Punjab) Himalayas in 
Himachal Pradesh. So, it is called Chandrabhaga River.  

 After receiving the Jhelum River near Trimmu, the Chenab empties into the Sutlej River. 

1.20 Chambal river 

 The Chambal is the chief tributary of the Yamuna River. 

 Origin- Janapav near Mhow, Madhya Pradesh in the Vindhyan 
mountain range 

 Flowing states- Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan (Kota), Uttar 
Pradesh 

 The Banas, Kali Sindh, Sipra, and Parbati are its chief tributaries. 

 Major dams- Gandhi Sagar, Rana Pratap Sagar, Jawahar Sagar, 
Kota Barrage 

1.21 River Kosi 

 Kosi River is a transboundary river in Nepal and northern India.  

 It has its source in Tibet, it then drains a large part of Nepal before emerging onto the Gangetic plains. 

 Because of its great outflushing of debris, the Kosi has no permanent channel in its course through the great 
plain of northern India. 

 It is also known as the “Sorrow of Bihar” as the annual floods affect the fertile agricultural lands thereby 
disturbing the rural economy.  

1.22 River Narmada 

 It is the largest west flowing river of the peninsular India.  

 It is called the ‘lifeline of Gujarat’.  

 Origin - Maikala range near Amarkantak in Madhya Pradesh.  

 It is a rift valley river that flows between the Vindhyan Range and the Satpura Range. 

 The river slopes down near Jabalpur as the Dhuan Dhar (Cloud of Mist) Falls. 

 Narmada basin extends over states of Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, Maharashtra and Chhattisgarh.  

 It drains into the Arabian Sea in the region of the Gulf of Khambhat.  
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1.23 Pranahita River 

 Pranahita River is the largest tributary of the Godavari. 

 This river acts as border between Telangana and Maharashtra. 

 Origin - Thumbidihatti, Asifabad, Telangana. It begins at the confluence of 2 rivers - Wardha and Wainganga. 

 Outflow - Godavari River near Kaleshwaram 

 States - Maharashtra, Telangana 

1.24 River Kabini  

 The Kabini or Kabani, or Kapila River is one of the major tributaries of the River Cauvery.  

 It originates in Pakramthalam hills, Kerala by means of the confluence of the Panamaram River and the 
Mananthavady River.  

 It flows eastward to join the Kaveri River at Tirumakudalu Narasipura in Mysore district of Karnataka.  

 The Kabini Dam, which is a masonry gravity dam, is built across the Kabini River near Beechanahally village.  

 The backwaters of the Kabini Dam are found in Karnataka.  

1.25 Mekedatu 

 Mekedatu (means 'goat's leap') is located in Karnataka. 

 It is a gorge along Kaveri where Arkavati merges with Kaveri.  

 In 2017, the Karnataka government had proposed to construct a dam in Mekedatu across the Cauvery River. It 
was opposed by Tamil Nadu government. 

1.26 Thamirabarani River 

 Thamirabarani River is the only major perennial river in 
Tamil Nadu. 

 It is the state’s shortest river.  

 Origin - Agastyarkoodam peak of Pothigai hills of the 
Western Ghats, Tamil Nadu. 

 It empties into the sea at the Gulf of Mannar after passing 
through Tirunelveli and Thoothukudi districts.  

 It was historically called Porunai, Than Porunai, Porunal 
and Poruntham in Tamil literature. 

1.27 Vaigai River 

 Origin - Western Ghats 

 It travels through the Pandya Nadu region of Tamil Nadu.  

 It finally empties into the Palk Strait near the Pamban 
Bridge in Ramanathapuram district. 

 The 258-kilometres long Vaigai river is a ‘heritage river’ 
as it has seen the rise and fall of human civilisation for 
centuries. The river is mentioned in Sangam literature.  

 The Vaigai presently gets about 80% of its water from the Periyar dam. The balance 20% is obtained from the 
major watershed of the Megamalai region during the northeast monsoon season.  

1.28 Loktak Lake  

 It is located in Manipur. It is the largest freshwater lake in Northeast India.  
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 It is known for its floating circular swamps, which are called phumdis in the local tongue.  

 The lake houses the only floating national park in the world, the Keibul Lamjao National Park.  

 Champu Khangpok is a floating village on the lake.  

 Loktak Lake is a Ramsar Site.  

1.29 Pangong Lake 

 Pangong Tso (‘high grassland lake’) is the world’s highest 
saltwater lake. 

 This boomerang-shaped lake is situated in the Ladakh, 
Himalayas. 

 This landlocked lake is an endorheic lake spanning eastern 
Ladakh and West Tibet. 

 More than two-thirds is under Chinese control, while the 
remaining one-third of the Lake lies in India. 

1.30 Anang Tal Lake 

 The Anang Tal Lake is located in Mehrauli, South Delhi. 

 It is said to be created by Tomar King, Anangpal II (maternal grandfather of Prithviraj Chauhan), in 1,060 AD. 

 The millennium old Anang Tal signifies the beginning of Delhi. 

 

1.31 Powai Lake 

 It is located in the north-eastern suburbs of Mumbai, Maharashtra. 

 It is an artificial man-made lake that was formed as a result of two dams built on the Mithi River in 1891.  

 It is recognised as a wetland.  
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 In 1995, the National Lake Conservation Plan (NLCP) included Powai Lake among India’s 10 main lakes to be 
revived and improved. 

1.32 Chilika Lake 

 Chilika Lake is located in Odisha.  

 It is Asia’s largest brackish water lake.  

 It is the world's second largest lagoon. 

 It is the largest wintering ground of the birds in the Indian 
subcontinent.  

 In 1981, Chilika Lake was designated as the first Indian wetland of 
international importance under the Ramsar Convention.  

1.33 Vellalore Lake 

 The 90- acre Vellalore Lake is located in the city of Coimbatore.  

 This Lake was previously dry even during the rainy season. But it was filled as the channel connecting it with 
Noyyal River has been desilted and encroachments along the river were removed. 

 This Lake is a breeding ground for spot-billed pelicans. 

1.34 Dzukou Valley 

 Dzukou Forest is located at the border of states of Nagaland and Manipur.  

 In this forest, the Dzukou valley (a tourist hot spot) is located. 

 It is a sanctuary for the endangered Blyth's tragopan - Nagaland's State Bird.  

 This valley is ‘Valley of flowers’ of the Nagaland State. Rare Dzükou Lily is found only in this valley.  

1.35 Yankti Kuti Valley 

 Yankti Kuti valley is a Himalayan valley situated in Uttarakhand. 

 Located in the Kumaon region, the Kuti Valley is the last valley before the border with Tibet. 

 This valley was formed by the river Kuti Yankti. 

1.36 Ketti Valley 

 It extends from the plains of Coimbatore to the Mysore Plateau. 

 It is one of the largest valleys in the world.  

 Also known as Switzerland of Nilgiris, the Ketti Valley is the largest valley in the Nilgiris. 

 Ketti village is the gateway to the valley. 

 Ketti stream flows through the Ketti valley into the Kattery Dam. 

1.37 O’Valley 

 O’Valley is a shortened name for James Ouchterlony, the man behind tea plantations in the region. 

 O' Valley is a place in Nilgiris District of Tamil Nadu. 

 It is the Union place of Tamilnadu, Kerala and Karnataka Boundary. 

 It is located between Mudumalai National Park and the New Amarambalam Reserved forest. 

 The Santhana Malai (sandalwood hill) is the main attraction of O’Valley. 
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1.38 The Ninety East Ridge 

 It is an aseismic ridge located almost parallel to 90 degrees east longitude in the Indian Ocean. 

 It starts from the Bay of Bengal and extends south till the Southeast Indian Ridge (SEIR). 

 It extends further north for several more kilometers but is hidden below sediments of the Bengal Fan. 

 The Ninety East Ridge divides the Indian Ocean into the West Indian Ocean and the eastern Indian Ocean.  

 It also separates the Nicobar Fan from the Bengal Fan.  

1.39 Agumbe Ghat 

 Agumbe Ghat is popularly known as the ‘Cherrapunji of South’. 

 It is a tiny village nestled in the thick rainforests of Western 
Ghats in Karnataka. 

 It is one of the last surviving rainforests in India which receives 
an average of 7,000mm of rainfall annually. 

 Agumbe is registered as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

 The village is also known as the ‘Cobra Capital’ of India because 
of the number of Cobras that are found here and could be 
encountered while driving along the Ghats. 

1.40 Katrol Hill Fault 

 It is located in the Kutch region in Gujarat.  

 It has produced high magnitude seismic events during the past ~30,000 years.  

 Therefore, it is a credible seismic source capable of generating surface rupture hazards in the Kachchh Basin. 

1.41 Tarkarli Beach 

 It is located in Maharashtra.  It is known for coral reefs.  

 Devbag is an extension of Tarkarli.  

 Tarkarli beach has recently recorded an Olive Ridley Turtle nest for the first time.  

1.42 Eden beach 

 Located in Chinna Veerampattinam near Puducherry. 

 It has become the first beach in the Union Territory to get the ‘Blue Flag’ certification. 

 The Blue Flag beaches are considered the 
cleanest beaches in the world. 

 It is certified by Denmark-based Foundation 
for Environment Education (FEE) based on 33 
stringent criteria. 

1.43 Kovalam Beach 

 The Kovalam beach is located near East Coast 
Road in Chennai. 

 It has been awarded the coveted “Blue Flag 
Certification” by Denmark Environment 
Agency.  

 Kovalam is a “zero liquid waste managed 
beach”. 

 Kovalam is well known for its dolphins. 
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1.44 Palk bay 

 Tamil Nadu government is to set up India’s first Dugong Conservation 
Reserve. 

 It is to be set up in the Gulf of Mannar, Palk Bay between India and Sri 
Lanka. 

 Dugongs are protected under Schedule I of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 
1972. 

 IUCN classified the dugong in its red list as vulnerable. 

 In India, they are found in the Gulf of Mannar biosphere reserve, 
Andamans, and the Gulf of Kutch in Gujarat. 

2. INFRASTRUCTURE 

2.1 Dhubri-Phulbari Bridge 

 It is a 19-km-long four-lane Bridge between Dhubri (Assam) and Phulbari (Meghalaya) that will be constructed 
over the river Brahmaputra on NH-127B.  

 Once completed in 2028, it will be India's longest bridge.  

 Through this bridge, Assam and Meghalaya will have a direct connection with West Bengal.  

2.2 Majuli-Jorhat Bridge 

 It is a 6.8 km-long two-lane major bridge that is being constructed between Majuli (north bank) and Jorhat 
(south bank) over the river Brahmaputra on NH-715K.  

 This bridge will be completed in 2025.  

 It will provide all time access to the people living in Majuli town with rest of Assam.  

 It will provide a safe evacuation access to the people of Majuli Island during flood in Brahmaputra. 

2.3 Chenab Bridge  

 It is the World's highest Railway Bridge.  

 It is located in the Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir.  

 It is part of the Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla rail link project (USBRL).  

 The Project was declared as a Project of National Importance in 2002.  

 The Bridge was designed to bear earthquake forces of highest intensity zone-V in India. 

2.4 Pamban Bridge 

 It is located in Rameshwaram, Tamil Nadu.  

 This bridge connects the Rameswaram to Dhanushkodi.  

 It is India's first sea bridge.  It is referred to as the queen of Indian bridges.  

 Currently, Indian Railway's first vertical-lift rail sea-bridge is being built in Pamban.  

2.5 Nechiphu Tunnel 

 It is an all-weather tunnel on the Balipara-Charduar-Tawang (BCT) Road, Arunachal Pradesh.  

 It is a 500-metre-long “D-shaped, single tube double lane tunnel”.  

 Recently, the Border Road Organisation (BRO) conducted the final “breakthrough blast”, which marks the 
successful completion of excavation work of the Nechiphu Tunnel.  
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2.6 Sela Tunnel Project 

 Started in 2019, it is located in the West Kameng District of Arunachal Pradesh.  

 The tunnel project will provide an alternate axis to the Sela pass.  

 The Sela tunnel is a part of the Balipara-Charduar-Tawang (BCT) Road. 

 Once completed, it will become the world’s longest bi-lane road tunnel. 

2.7 Sela Tunnel Project 

 The Sela Tunnel Project was started in 2019.  

 It is located in the West Kameng District of Arunachal Pradesh.  

 The Sela tunnel is a part of the Balipara-Charduar-Tawang (BCT) Road near the Chinese border. 

 Once completed, it will become the world’s longest bi-lane road tunnel.  

 It will be a lifeline, as it will provide all weather connectivity to Tawang.  

2.8 Ratle Hydro Power Project 

 It is a run-of-the-river hydroelectric power station.  

 It is located on river Chenab in the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir.  

 Pakistan has frequently alleged that this project violates the Indus Water Treaty. 

2.9 Dagmara Hydro Electric Project 

 The Dagmara Hydroelectric Project is the Run-of-the-River hydro project located on the Kosi river. 

 It is the largest hydropower project of Bihar.  

 It is to be implemented by National Hydroelectric Power Corporation (NHPC) Ltd on ownership basis.  

2.10 Kinnaur Hydroelectric Project 

 It is a run-of-the-river project in Kinnaur, Himachal Pradesh.  

 It is built over the Sutlej River.  

 It lies in the old Hindustan-Tibetan Route, Jangram Valley.  

2.11 Kwar Hydro Electric Project 

 Kwar Hydro Electric Project is located on River Chenab of Union Territory of Jammy and Kashmir. 

 The project is part of the Indus Basin.  

 It will be implemented by the Chenab Valley Power Projects Private Limited (CVPPL).  

2.12 Jangi Thopan Powari hydroelectricity project 

 Located in Kinnaur, Himachal Pradesh. 

 Built over River Sutlej. 

2.13 Pakal Dul Hydroelectric Project 

 It is constructed on River Marusudar, a tributary of Chenab in district Kishtwar of UT of J & K.  

 It is being constructed by Chenab Valley Power Projects Limited, a joint venture company of NHPC Ltd and 
JKSPDC.  

 Its primary aim is to enhance the state's power generation capacity.  
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2.14 Sardar Sarovar Narmada Dam  

 The Sardar Sarovar Narmada Dam or Sardar Sarovar Project (SSP) is a terminal dam and gravity dam.  

 It is built on the Narmada River at Kevadia in Narmada district of Gujarat.  

 It is the second biggest dam in terms of volume of concrete used in it. It is India’s third highest concrete dam.  

 The Sardar Sarovar Project includes two powerhouses - River Bed Power House and Canal Head Power House.  

 The power benefits from the project are to be shared thus: Madhya Pradesh at 57%, Maharashtra at 27% and 
Gujarat at 16% 

2.15 Idukki Reservoir  

 Idukki dam in kerala is constructed across the Periyar River, the 
longest river in kerala. 

 Idukki Reservoir is the largest dam in Kerala and one of the highest 
arch dams of Asia. 

 It is built between two granite hills such as Kuravanmala and 
kuravathimala. 

 It is owned by the Kerala State Electricity Board.  

 Idukki dam itself does not have shutters. Therefore, the Cheruthoni 
dam has to be opened to release water.  

2.16 Mullaperiyar Dam 

 The 130-year-old Mullaperiyar dam is situated in Kerala.  

 But, this dam is operated and maintained by the Tamil Nadu.  

 This dam is located on the confluence of the Mullayar and 
Periyar River in Kerala’s Idukki district.  

 It was built by Pennycuick to create a harmonious atmosphere in the east coast by taking the water there and 
have people cultivate crops.  

 Mullaperiyar dam comprises the main dam, a baby dam, an earthen dam and the spillway.  

 As per a 2014 Supreme Court directive, the water level at the dam can be maintained at 142 ft.  

2.17 Chennai-Kanyakumari Industrial Corridor 

 It is part of India’s East Coast Economic Corridor (ECEC).  

 It is part of the Tamil Nadu Industrial Connectivity Project that aims 
to improve transport connectivity and facilitate industrial 
development in this Corridor.  

2.18 East Coast Economic Corridor 

 It is India’s first coastal corridor.  

 It is a port-based industrial development initiative along the eastern 
coastal belt of India, which in alignment with the goals of the 
Sagarmala initiative.  

 It will integrate India’s industrial clusters with value chains 
extending to Southeast Asia and East Asia.  

 ADB is the lead partner of the Government of India in developing this 
corridor. 

 It covers West Bengal, Odisha, Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu.  
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2.19 Vizag-Chennai Industrial Corridor 

 It is the first coastal economic corridor in the country. 

 It is part of the East Coast Economic Corridor.  

 It is aligned with the Golden Quadrilateral (India’s longest road project that connects Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata 
and Chennai). 

2.20 Kartarpur Corridor 

 It was first proposed in 1999 by the then PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee.  

 It is now conceived as a visa-free corridor for Sikhs from India to 
Pakistan’s Kartarpur Sahib. The corridor is often dubbed as the 
“Road to Peace”.  

 It will connect Gurdwara Darbar Sahib in Pakistan’s Kartarpur 
with Dera Baba Nanak shrine in India’s Gurdaspur district. 

2.21 Delhi-Varanasi High Speed Rail Corridor 

 The Delhi-Varanasi HSR corridor will connect Delhi with major cities like Mathura, Agra, Etawah, Lucknow, 
Raebareli, Prayagraj, Bhadohi, Varanasi and Ayodhya.  

 It is India's second bullet train project after the Mumbai-Ahmedabad High Speed Rail Corridor.  

2.22 Haldibari-Chilahati rail route 

 It is the route between India and Bangladesh that have been restored after 56 
years. 

 The rail link was a part of the Broad Gauge main route from Kolkata to Siliguri 
during partition.  

 However, the war of 1965 effectively cut off all the railway links between India 
and the then East Pakistan. 

2.23 Dimapur-Kohima Rail Project  

 This is part of a project that aims to connect each part of the 
northeast with the other parts of the country.  

 For the first time, Kohima, the capital city of Nagaland, would 
be on India’s railway map after the construction of the 
Dimapur-Kohima rail section.  

 The rail line will have the country’s longest tunnel of 6.5 
km long. 

2.24 Darjeeling Himalayan Railway 

 The Darjeeling Himalayan Railway or the Toy Train is a 141-year-old mountain railway system that 
started operating in 1881. 

 Located in the foothills of the Himalayas, it is a 2-ft 
gauge railway that runs in West Bengal. 

 This railway system comes under the Guwahati-
headquartered Northeast Frontier 
Railway (NFR). 

 The DHR is a UNESCO World Heritage Site since 
1999. 
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2.25 Pulichintala project 

 Dr K.L.Rao Sagar Pulichintala Project is located in Pulichinta Village, Guntur, Andhra Pradesh. 

 It was constructed across the Krishna River between the Prakasam Barrage at Vijayawada and the Nagarjuna 
Sagar dam. 

 It is a multipurpose project serving irrigation needs, hydro power generation and flood control. 

2.26 Upper Bhadra Project 

 It is a major lift irrigation scheme under implementation in Karnataka.  

 Its aim is to irrigate the lands of drought-prone districts of Karnataka (Chitradurga, Chikkamagaluru, 
Davangere and Tumakuru) by means of micro-irrigation.  

 Its other objectives include recharging groundwater table and diluting chemical contaminants of which Fluoride 
is predominant.  

 This project is being undertaken by Visvesvaraya Jala Nigam Ltd.  

 The high-powered committee of the Central Water Commission gave this project the national project status.  

2.27 Ken-Betwa Link Project  

 The project lies in Bundelkhand, a drought-prone region, which 
spreads across 13 districts of Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh. 

 The project envisages transferring water from the Ken river to the 
Betwa river, both tributaries of the Yamuna. 

 It is the first project under the National Perspective Plan for 
interlinking of rivers. 

 The Ken-Betwa Link Canal will be 221 km long, including a 2-km long 
tunnel. 

2.28 Kandla SEZ 

 It is situated on the Gulf of Kutch on the west coast of Gujarat. 

 It is Asia’s first Export Processing Zone (EPZ) and it is India’s largest multi-product functional SEZ. 

 It is the first Green SEZ to achieve the Indian Green Building Council’s Green Cities Platinum Rating for Existing 
Cities. 

2.29 Jawaharlal Nehru Port 

 It is located in Navi Mumbai's Raigad district.  

 It is the second largest container port in India after Mundra Port.  It is also known as Nhava Sheva Port.  

 This port on the Arabian Sea is accessed via Thane Creek.  

 Jawaharlal Nehru Port becomes first 100% Landlord Major Port of India.  

2.30 Buxwaha diamond mining project 

 It is a proposed mine in the Buxwaha protected forest region in Chhatarpur district of Madhya Pradesh. 

 It threatens to deplete the already scarce water reserve of the drought-prone Bundelkhand region to excavate 
diamond-bearing kimberlite ore. 

 The Chhatarpur was categorised as a semi-critical region by the Central Ground Water Authority in 2017. 

2.31 Baghjan oil field 

 Baghjan oil field is located in Assam’s Tinsukia district. 
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 Recent blowout has resulted in the loss of an estimated 55% of biodiversity in the affected Dibru-Saikhowa 
landscape. 

 The Maguri Motapung Beel, a wetland, was the most impacted of all the ecosystems. 

 The other nearer sites include Bherjan-Borajan and Podumoni Wildlife Sanctuary. 

2.32 Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant 

 The Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant (KNPP) is located in the Tirunelveli district of Tamil Nadu. 

 It is being developed by the Nuclear Power Corporation of India (NPCIL). 

 It is India’s first nuclear plant to use imported Pressurised Water Reactor (PWR) technology based on Russian 
technology. 

2.33 India’s First Green Hydrogen Microgrid Project 

 This project is located at NTPC’s Simhadri plant in Andhra Pradesh.  

 It is designed in-house by the NTPC Ltd in-line with the vision of India to become carbon neutral by 2070.  

 This unique project would open doors for decarbonising the far-off regions of the country like Ladakh, J&K etc., 
hitherto dependent on diesel generators.  

2.34 National Maritime Heritage Complex  

 This facility is to be developed by the Ministry of Culture (MoC) and Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways 
(MoPSW) near the ASI site of Lothal City, Gujarat.  

 It is to be developed as a first of its kind in the country dedicated to the legacy of Maritime Heritage of India 
from ancient to modern times.  

 The unique feature of NMHC is the recreation of ancient Lothal city - a city of the Indus valley civilization.  

2.35 Neutrino Observatory 

 The India-based Neutrino Observatory is being built in the West Bodi Hills of Theni district in Tamil Nadu.  

 It is a proposed particle physics research mega project.  

 The initial goal of INO is to study neutrinos.  

2.36 Indus Best Mega Food Park 

 Located at Raipur, Chhattisgarh. 

 Mega Food Park Scheme comes under the Ministry of Food Processing Industries. 

2.37 Bastar TRIFOOD Park 

 India’s first food park for tribals is set to start in Jagdalpur block of Bastar district in Chhatisgarh. 

 More than 40% population in Bastar belong to Gond, Maria, Muria, Dhruva, Bhatra and Halba Tribes. 

 The project was initiated by TRIFED. 

 The TRIFOOD Parks will facilitate the establishment of “thematic tribal food processing centers”. 

3. ENVIRONMENT 

3.1 Indian Sunderbans 

 Indian Sunderbans is part of the world’s largest contiguous mangrove forest.  

 It stretches along the Bay of Bengal.  
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 It home to endangered species such as Bengal tigers, Ganges river dolphins, etc. 

 The mudflats and wetlands of Sunderbans act as a stopover site for migratory flight south (south wards) and 
back.  

 It comprises of the Sunderban Tiger Reserve, which is a UNESCO World Heritage Site and the Ramsar Site. 

3.2 Mattewara Forest 

 Spread over 2,300 acres, the Mattewara forest is located on the banks of the 
river Sutlej, near Ludhiana.  

 It is adjacent to Ludhiana city, reportedly one of the four most polluted cities 
for Respirable Suspended Particulate Matter.  

 It is called the lungs of Ludhiana district in Punjab.  

3.3 Kadavur Reserve Forest 

 It is located in Karur district of Tamil Nadu.  

 It consists of hills and dense dry areas.  

 Indian bison, spotted deer, mouse deer, slender loris, jackal, mongoose, black naped hare, wild boar, porcupine, 
monitor lizard, pangolin, monkeys, pythons, etc are found in the forests. 

3.4 Beas Conservation Reserve 

 It is a 185-km stretch of the River Beas located primarily in the north-west of Punjab. 

 In 2019, the Reserve was declared a Ramsar site. 

 The Reserve hosts the only known population in India of the endangered Indus river dolphin. 

3.5 Navegaon-Nagzira Tiger Reserve  

 Navegaon-Nagzira Tiger Reserve (NNTR) is situated in Gondia and Bhandara districts of Maharashtra.  

 It was notified as the 46th tiger reserve of India in 2013.  

 The NNTR comprises of the notified area of Navegaon National Park, Navegaon Wildlife Sanctuary, New 
Nagzira Wildlife Sanctuary and Koka Wildlife Sanctuary.  

 The major forest type is "Southern Tropical Dry Deciduous Forest".  

 Strategically, the NNTR is located in the heart of central Indian Tiger landscape, which contributes almost one 
sixth of the total tiger population of the country.  

3.6 Srivilliputhur-Megamalai Tiger Reserve 

 It was jointly declared as India’s 51th tiger reserve by the Central and Tamil Nadu governments in 2021.  

 For this, the Srivilliputhur WLS and the Megamalai WLS were clubbed together.  

3.7 Nagarjunasagar Srisailam Tiger Reserve 

 It is India’s largest tiger reserve that is present in the Nallamala ranges of the southern Eastern Ghats (Andhra 
Pradesh and Telangana).  

 It was notified as Wildlife Sanctuary in 1978 and became a tiger reserve under the Project Tiger in 1983. In 1992, 
it was renamed as Rajiv Gandhi Wildlife Sanctuary.  

 Two wildlife sanctuaries in the reserve’s core - Rajiv Gandhi Wildlife Sanctuary and Gundla Brahmeswaram 
Wildlife Sanctuary. River Krishna cuts the basin of this reserve. 

3.8 Guru Ghasidas & Tamor Pingla Tiger Reserve 

 The new Reserve is located in the northern part of Chhattisgarh, bordering Madhya Pradesh and Jharkhand. 
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 The Guru Ghasidas National Park & Tamor Pingla Wildlife Sanctuary in Chhattisgarh have been clubbed 
together and declared as the Tiger Reserve under the Section 38V (1) of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972. 

3.9 Anaimalai Tiger Reserve 

 Anamalai Wildlife Sanctuary or Indira Gandhi Wildlife Sanctuary became the Anamalai Tiger Reserve when 
Project Tiger was launched in 2008. 

 Anamalai Tiger Reserve is carved out of the Tamil Nadu portion of the Anamalais (in Kerala and Tamil Nadu). 

 It lies South of the Palakkad gap in the Southern Western Ghats. 

 Anaimalais is designated as ‘Anthropological Reserve’ as it supports 6 indigenous people viz. Malasar, Malai 
malasars, Kadars, Eravallars, Pulayars and Muduvars.  

3.10 Periyar Tiger Reserve 

 It is located in the southern region of the Western Ghats in Thekkady (Tamil Nadu and Kerala.)  

 It is named after the River Periyar, which has its origin deep inside the reserve. 

 It was declared as a Sanctuary in 1950 and declared as Tiger Reserve in 1978.  
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 Mullaperiyar Dam is located within the Periyar Tiger Reserve.  

 In addition to Tiger, Periyar is an important elephant habitat.  

3.11 Sitanadi-Udanti Tiger reserve 

 Located in Chhattisgarh, the Sitanadi-Udanti Tiger reserve came into existence in the year 2008-09. 

 Sitanadi and Udanti Wildlife Sanctuaries derive their names from Sitanadi and Udanti River that flows in the 
sanctuaries. 

 Asiatic Wild Buffalo is the key endangered species found in the Core Area. 

 Other endangered and rare species are Indian Wolf, Leopard, Sloth Bear and Mouse Deer. 

3.12 Ramgarh Vishdhari Tiger Reserve  

 It is located in the Bundi district of Rajasthan.  

 It is the 52nd Tiger Reserve of India.  

 In 1982, a part of the forest was declared as Ramgarh Vishdhari 
Wildlife Sanctuary under the Rajasthan Wild Animals and Birds 
Protection Act, 1951.  

 Important Historical and cultural sites around this Sanctuary are 
Bhimlat, Ramgarh palace, etc. 

3.13 Sariska Tiger Reserve 

 It is located in Aravali hills, Rajasthan.  

 In 1978, it was made a part of India’s Project Tiger. 

3.14 Palamau Tiger Reserve  

 It is located on the Chhotanagpur plateau in Jharkhand. 

 It is one of the first 9 tiger reserves created in the country at inception 
of ‘Project Tiger’. 

 The reserve zone is the watershed area for 3 important rivers Koel, 
Burha and Auranga. 

 It is the first sanctuary in the world in which a tiger census was carried 
out as a pugmark count in 1932. 

3.15 Valmiki Tiger Reserve 

 It is located on the Indo-Nepal border in West Champaran district of Bihar. It is the only tiger reserve of Bihar.  

 It forms the eastern most limit of the Himalayan Terai forests in India.  

 Flying Indian foxes are found in it. 

3.16 Parambikulam Tiger Reserve 

 It is a protected area in Palakkad district of Kerala. The area was declared a Tiger Reserve during 2010.  

 It is a well-protected part that lies in the Sungam range of hills in between Anaimalai Hills and Nelliampathy 
Hills. 

 It is buffered by ecologically similar forests of other Forest Divisions and Protected Areas of Kerala and Tamil 
Nadu. 

3.17 Panna Tiger Reserve  

 It is a prime tiger-land located in Vindhyan Hills in northern Madhya Pradesh. 

http://www.shankariasacademy.com/
http://www.iasparliament.com/


 www.shankariasacademy.com 

www.iasparliament.com 
        
                                                                                                                   

CHENNAI | SALEM | MADURAI | COIMBATORE                                  DELHI | BANGALORE | THIRUVANANTHAPURAM  

22 

 It is the land of the Ken river. 

 It links the eastern and western populations of wild animals through the NE-SW running Vindhyan Hill ranges.  

 It is included in the UNESCO World Network of Biosphere Reserves (WNBR) in 2011. 

3.18 Shivalik Elephant Reserve 

 Shivalik Elephant Reserve is the premier and only elephant reserve of Uttarakhand. 

 Shivalik Elephant Reserve was first identified by the central government in 1991-92 under ‘Project Elephant’.  

 It has around a dozen elephant corridors. 

 Its objective was to arrest man-animal conflict in the region and rehabilitate elephants that were held captive.  

 In 2003, Uttarakhand was included in the 10 MIKE (Monitoring of Illegal Killing of Elephants) sites of India.  

3.19 Lemru Elephant Reserve 

 It is a proposed Elephant Reserve in Korba district of Chhattisgarh. 

 The area under the reserve is part of the Hasdeo Aranya forests, a very diverse biozone that is rich in coal 
deposits. 

 It was planned to prevent human-animal conflict in the region, with elephants moving into Chhattisgarh from 
Odisha and Jharkhand. 

3.20 Agasthiyamalai Elephant Reserve 

 It was announced as the 31st Elephant Reserve in the country. 

 It is located in Tamil Nadu. 

 Agasthiyamalai is also a Biosphere Reserve. 

3.21 Great Himalayan National Park 

 It is located in the Kullu region of Himachal 
Pradesh at an altitude between 1500 and 
6000 m.  

 Established in 1984, it was formally declared 
as a National Park in 1999.  

 The flora and fauna species here are protected 
under the Wildlife Protection Act of 1972; 
hence any sort of hunting is not permitted. 

 In 2010, both the Sainj and Tirthan Wildlife 
Sanctuaries were added to the Great 
Himalayan National Park. 

 In 2014, GHNP was added to the UNESCO 
World Heritage Sites under the criteria of 
‘outstanding significance for biodiversity 
conservation’.  

3.22 Guru Ghasidas National Park 

 It is located in the Narmada Valley dry 
deciduous forests eco-region of Chhattisgarh. 

 It was the last known habitat of the Asiatic 
cheetah in the country. 
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 Originally a part of the Sanjay Dubri National Park in undivided Madhya Pradesh, it was created as a separate 
entity in Chhattisgarh’s Sarguja region after the formation of the state in 2001. 

1.45 Desert National Park 

 Desert National Park is situated in Thar desert within Jaisalmer & Barmer in Rajasthan. 

 It is only place where Rajasthan State Bird (Great Indian Bustard), State animal (Chinkara) and State tree 
(Khejri) and State flower (Rohida) are found naturally. 

 In winter, the park hosts an incredible variety of migratory raptors such Himalayan and Eurasian Griffon 
Vultures, Eastern Imperial Eagle, and the Saker Falcon. 

 The Park is formed of undulating sand dunes, jagged rocks, dense salt lake bottoms and inter-medial areas. 

 In 1980, the Desert National Park was added to the UNESCO World Heritage Sites.  

3.23 Raimona National Park 

 Raimona National Park was created by the Assam government in eastern Assam.  

 It will be administered by the Kachugaon Forest Division of Bodoland Territorial Council.  

 Raimona is home to the golden langur, elephant, tiger, clouded leopard and Indian gaur.  

 Raimona is bounded by Sonkosh river (on the west), Saralbhanga river (east) and Pekua river (south.)  

 It adjoins the Buxa Tiger Reserve in West Bengal to its west, Phipsoo Wildlife Sanctuary in Bhutan to its north 
and the first addition to Manas National Park to the east.  

3.24 Dihing Patkai National Park  

 Dihing Patkai National Park was created by the Assam government in western Assam.  

 Dehing is the name of the river that flows through this forest and Patkai is the hill at the foot of which the 
sanctuary lies. 

 Dihing Patkai National Park encompasses the erstwhile Dehing Patkai Wildlife Sanctuary, Jeypore Reserve 
Forest and the western block of Upper Dihing Reserve Forest.  

 It is a major elephant habitat. 

 The Dehing Patkai Wildlife Sanctuary is the only sanctuary in India that homes seven different species of wild 
cats - tiger, leopard, clouded leopard, leopard cat, golden cat, jungle cat and marbled cat.  

3.25 Bhitarkanika National Park 

 It is a national park located in Kendrapara district of Odisha in eastern India. 

 It has been designated as a National Park since 1998. It is also a Ramsar site. 

 It houses 70% of India’s salt-water crocodiles.  

 The Bhitarkanika National Park is surrounded by the Bhitarkanika Wildlife Sanctuary, which is the second 
largest mangrove ecosystem in India.  

 Gahirmatha Beach and Marine Sanctuary lies to the east of the National Park, and separates swamp region cover 
with canopy of mangroves from the Bay of Bengal.  

3.26 Manas National Park 

 It is located at the foot hills of the Bhutan-Himalayas, Assam.  

 River Manas flows into the National Park from the gorges of Bhutan. 

 1985 - Manas Wildlife Sanctuary became UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

 1989 - Manas acquired the status of a Biosphere reserve. 
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 Manas is the only landscape in the world where Terai Grasslands merge with the Bhabar grasslands interspersed 
with habitats ascending to Semi-Evergreen forests and then to Bhutan Himalayas. 

 The last population of the Pygmy Hog survive in the wilds of Manas and nowhere else in the world. 

 The Manas National Park is one of the first tiger reserves under Project tiger in 1973.  

3.27 Corbett National Park 

 It was located in the Himalayan foothills of Uttarakhand.  

 It was set up as India’s - and Asia’s - first national park in 1936 in the name of Hailey National Park.  

 It was renamed Ramganga National Park (after the river that flows through it) shortly after Independence. 

 The park encompasses the Patli Dun valley formed by the Ramganga River. 

 Corbett National Park was the place from where Project Tiger was launched in 1973.  

 It is part of the Corbett Tiger Reserve. It has the single largest tiger population in a tiger reserve in the country. 

3.28 Mouling National Park 

 It is located in the right bank of river Siang, Arunachal Pradesh.  

 This park has been recognized as one of the 18 bio-diversity hotspots. 

 The upper reaches of the area are covered with temperate alpine and coniferous forest and the lower area is 
covered with tropical evergreen forest. 

 The climate of the area is extremely humid with high rainfall and no well-defined dry season. 

 Dabung Waterfall and Nirbung Waterfall are two of the many attractive waterfalls inside the sanctuary. 

3.29 Sultanpur National Park  

 It is situated in Gurgaon district of Haryana.  

 Species found here are ‘critically endangered’ sociable lapwing, and ‘endangered’ Egyptian Vulture, Saker 
Falcon, Pallas’s Fish Eagle and Black-bellied Tern. 

 In 2022, Sultanpur Wildlife Sanctuary was declared as a Ramsar site. 

3.30 Orang National Park 

 Formerly known as Rajiv Gandhi Orang National Park. 

 It is located on the north bank of the Brahmaputra River 
in Assam.  

 It was established as a sanctuary in 1985 and declared a 
National Park on 13 April 1999.  

 It is also known as the mini Kaziranga National Park 
(IUCN site). 

 Key species- Great Indian One-Horned Rhinoceros, 
pigmy hog, elephants, wild buffalo and tigers. 

3.31 Kanger Ghati National Park  

 Also called Kanger Valley National Park, it is located in 
the Bastar region of Chhattisgarh.  

 The national park derives its name from the Kanger river 
that flows through it. 

 It is the home to the Bastar hill myna, the state bird of Chhattisgarh. 
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 Chhattisgarh recognised Community Forest Resource (CFR) rights inside the National Park. It became the 
second state after Odisha to do so. 

3.32 Singalila National Park 

 It is located in the Darjeeling district of West Bengal. 

 It is the highest protected area in West Bengal.  

3.33 Kuno-Palpur National Park 

 It is located in the Vindhyan Hills in Madhya Pradesh. 

 It was established as a wildlife sanctuary in 1981. It received the status of national park in 2018. 

 It is in the Khathiar-Gir dry deciduous forests eco-region. 

3.34 Kaziranga National Park and Tiger Reserve 

 Kaziranga National Park and Tiger Reserve is a protected area in Assam.  

 It is home to tigers, elephants and world’s largest population of Indian Rhinoceros. Ganges River 
dolphins swim in the park’s waters.  

 It is recognized as an Important Bird Area by BirdLife International. 

 Kaziranga National Park is a UNESCO World Heritage Site.  

3.35 Shoolpaneshwar Wildlife Sanctuary 

 It was created in 1982 as ‘Dumkhal Sanctuary’ - home for sloth bears.  

 It is found at the congregation of Vindhyan-Satpura hill ranges.  

 The sanctuary derives its name "Shoolpaneshwar" from a temple of Lord Shiva, which once existed in this region 
on the banks of river Narmada.  

3.36 Asola Bhatti Wildlife Sanctuary 

 It is located on the Southern Delhi Ridge, the northern terminal of Aravalli Hills. It is located on the Delhi-
Haryana border.  

 It is the part of the Northern Aravalli leopard wildlife corridor.  

 It is the green lung & carbon sink for country's capital, New Delhi. 

 It provides a potential shelterbelt for arresting the shifting of sand dunes & protection of desert storms.  

3.37 Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary  

 It is situated in the flood plains of River Brahmaputra in the Morigaon district of Assam.  

 It has the highest concentration of endangered one-horned rhinos (Rhinoceros unicornis) in the world. 

 It is called ‘Mini Kaziranga’ due to similar landscape and vegetation.  

 Fauna - One-horned rhinoceros, Chinese pangolins, Leopard cat, Fishing cat, Jungle cat, etc.  

3.38 Bhagwan Mahaveer Wildlife Sanctuary and Mollem National Park  

 It is a protected area located in the Western Ghats in Goa, along the eastern border with Karnataka.  

 It is situated near the town of Molem.  

 It was first known as Mollem Game Sanctuary. It was declared a wildlife sanctuary in 1969 and renamed as 
Bhagwan Mahaveer Sanctuary.  

 It is home to a community of nomadic buffalo herders called Dhangar. 
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3.39 Dandeli Wildlife Sanctuary 

 It is located on the banks of River Kali in Uttara Kannada, Karnataka.  

 It is part of the Kali Tiger Reserve, which was earlier called the Dandeli-Anshi Tiger Reserve.  

 It is the only known tiger reserve in India to report frequent sightings of the elusive black panther.  

3.40 Nongkhyllem Wildlife Sanctuary 

 It is located near Lailad village in the Ri Bhoi district of Meghalaya.  

 It falls in the Eastern Himalayan Global bio-diversity hot spot.  

 Species - Endangered Rufous Necked Hornbill and the brown hornbill bird, the Bengal tiger, the black bear, 
the leopard.  

3.41 Tamor Pingla Wildlife Sanctuary 

 It is located in the Surajpur district of Chhattisgarh.  

 It is named after the Tamor Hill and Pingla Nalla. 

 It is a part of the Sarguja Jashpur Elephant Reserve since 2011.  

3.42 Deepor Beel Wildlife Sanctuary  

 Located in Assam, Deepar Beel is a permanent freshwater lake in a former channel of the Brahmaputra River.  

 Deepar Beel is Assam’s only Ramsar site besides being an Important Bird Area.  

 The Deepor Beel Wildlife Sanctuary has been notified as an eco-sensitive zone by the Environment Ministry.  

 Chakardeo is the “guardian village” of the sanctuary.  

3.43 Shendurney Wildlife Sanctuary 

 It is located in Southern Kerala.  

 It owes its name to the endemic species, Ghuta Travancorica, locally known as ‘Chenkurunji’. 

 The sanctuary was established in 1984 as a part of Agasthyamali Biosphere Reserve. 

 It is a valley of green splendour lying on either side of the Shendurney River. 

3.44 Kazhuveli Wetlands Bird Sanctuary 

 It is located near Villupuram in Tamil Nadu. It lies adjacent to the Bay of Bengal along the east coast. 

 It is a wetland,which is said to be the second largest brackish water lake in South India after Pulicat Lake. 

 Kazhuveli falls in the Central Asian migratory path of birds. 

 It is a feeding ground for long-distance migrants from the cold subarctic regions of Central Asia and Siberia 
including Black-tailed Godwits, Eurasian Curlew, White Stork and Ruff. 

3.45 Bhindawas Wildlife Sanctuary  

 It is the largest wetland in Haryana.  

 It is a human-made freshwater wetland.  

 Over 250 bird species use the sanctuary throughout the year as a resting and roosting site.  

 Globally threatened species found here are endangered Egyptian Vulture, Steppe Eagle, Pallas’s Fish Eagle, and 
Black-bellied Tern.  

 In 2022, Bhindawas Wildlife Sanctuary was declared as a Ramsar site. 
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3.46 Bankapur Wolf Sanctuary 

 Karnataka State Wildlife Board approved the formation of the first-ever ‘Wolf Sanctuary’.  

 The Bankapur Wolf Sanctuary is to be located in the drylands of Bankapur region of Koppal district.  

 The region around Bankapur is interspersed with rocky hillocks and thorny vegetation.  

 Not only will it be helpful in conserving the Indian Grey wolves, but also the striped hyena, golden jackal, Indian 
fox and other fauna.  

3.47 Thol Lake Wildlife Sanctuary  

 It lies on the Central Asian Flyway. 

 It supports the threatened waterbird species like ‘critically endangered’ White-rumped Vulture, Sociable 
Lapwing, and ‘vulnerable’ Sarus Crane, Common Pochard and Lesser White-fronted Goose. 

 In 2022, Thol Lake Wildlife Sanctuary  was declared as a Ramsar site. 

3.48 Bir Shikargah WLS 

 Located in Shivalik ranges of the Himalayan foothills in Haryana’s Punchkula district. 

 It houses the Jatayu Conservation and Breeding Centre (JCBC). 

 It was declared as an eco-sensitive zone in 2009. 

3.49 Changthang wildlife sanctuary 

 It is located in the Ladakhi Changthang Plateau in the Leh district 
of Jammu and Kashmir. 

 It houses two of the world-famous high altitude water lakes, 
Tsomoriri and Pangong Tso. 

 It is believed to include the world's highest village, Korzok Village 
that draws tourists for Korzok Monastery. 

 Rare species- Snow leopard, kiang or wild ass, dark-necked crane, 
Tibetan wolf, wild yak, bharal, brown bear. 

3.50 Bharatpur Bird Sanctuary 

 Bharatpur bird sanctuary is officially known as Keoladeo 
National Park.  

 It is a man-made and man-managed wetland located in Rajasthan. 

 It is also a UNESCO World Heritage Site and a Ramsar site.  

 Oriental darters that have been classified as “near-threatened” by the IUCN are found to migrate here.  

3.51 Kumbhalgarh Wildlife Sanctuary 

 It is located in Rajasthan. 

 It is spread across the Aravalli Hills.  

3.52 Todgarh-Raoli Wildlife Sanctuary 

 It is located in Aravalli Hills, Rajasthan.  

 The sanctuary is located in the middle of the Aravalli hill ranges.  

3.53 Chang Thang Wildlife Sanctuary 

 It is also known as the Changthang Cold Desert Wildlife Sanctuary.  
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 It is a high altitude wildlife sanctuary located in the Ladakhi adjunct of the Changthang plateau in the union 
territory of Ladakh.  

 It is one of the few places in India with a population of the Kiang or Tibetan Wild Ass, and the rare Black-necked 
Crane.  

3.54 Karakoram Wildlife Sanctuary 

 It is also known as the Nubra Shyok Wildlife Sanctuary or the Saichen Shyok Wildlife Sanctuary.  

 It is a high altitude wildlife sanctuary located in the easternmost reaches of the Karakoram range in Leh district, 
in the union territory of Ladakh.  

 It is important as one of the few places in India with a migratory population of the Chiru or Tibetan Antelope.  

 It is classified as the IUCN protected area (Category IV) by the World Conservation Monitoring Centre.  

3.55 National Chambal Sanctuary 

 It is also called the National Chambal Gharial Wildlife Sanctuary.  

 It is Tristate sanctuary (Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan.) 

 It is listed as an Important Bird Area (IBA).  

 It was set up for the protection of the Critically Endangered gharial, the red-crowned roof turtle and the 
Endangered Ganges river dolphin. 

 Major issue here is illegal sand mining, which has been banned in the sanctuary since 2006.  

3.56 Nongkhyllem Wildlife Sanctuary 

 It is located in Ri Bhoi district of Meghalaya.  

 It is a part of Eastern Himalayan Global Biodiversity hotspot. 

 India’s first disk-footed bamboo-dwelling bat Eudiscopus Denticulus was recorded here. 

3.57 Koonthankulam Bird Sanctuary 

 It is located in Tamil Nadu.   

 It is the largest reserve for breeding resident and migratory water birds in South India. 

 It is an Important Bird and Biodiversity Area forming part of the Central Asian Flyway. 

 Recently, it was added as a Ramsar site.  

3.58 Karikili Bird Sanctuary  

 It is located in Kancheepuram District, Tamil Nadu.  

 Karikili Bird Sanctuary along with Vedanthangal Bird Sanctuary has been identified as one of the Important 
Bird Areas of Tamil Nadu.  

 Recently, it was added as a Ramsar site.  

3.59 Vedanthangal Bird Sanctuary 

 It is located in Tamil Nadu.  

 This site is also recognized internationally as an Important Bird and Biodiversity Area (IBA). 

3.60 Ranganathittu Bird Sanctuary 

 The Ranganathittu Bird Sanctuary is located in Srirangapatna, Karnataka  

 It is located on the islands of river Cauvery. It is an example of riverine ecosystem. 
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 It is the first and the only Ramsar site in Karnataka. 

 It is an Important Bird Area identified by Birdlife International and Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS).  

 Ranganathittu bird sanctuary supports more than 1% of the world’s population of spot-billed pelicans - as 
against a global population of nearly 17,000. 

3.61 Agasthyamala Biosphere Reserve 

 It is located in the southernmost end of the Western Ghats.  

 It is named after Agasthyamala or Agasthyarkoodam in Kerala. 

 It encompasses tropical forest ecosystems that fall within the 
Tirunelveli and Kanyakumari districts of Tamil Nadu and the 
Thiruvananthapuram and Kollam districts of Kerala.  

 It is also home to rare endemic animals include tiger, Asian Elephant, 
and Nilgiri Tahr. 

 In 2016, it was included in the World Network of Biosphere Reserves 
of UNESCO. 

3.62 Sakhya Sagar  

 It is located in Madhya Pradesh.  

 It is created from the Manier river in 1918, Sakhya Sagar is located near Madhav National Park. 

 Recently, it was added as a Ramsar site.  

3.63 Pala Wetland  

 It is located in Mizoram.  

 Its geographical location falls under the Indo-Burma biodiversity hotspot . 

 The lake is a major component of the Palak Wildlife Sanctuary. 

 Recently, it was added as a Ramsar site.  

3.64 Wadhvana Wetland  

 It provides wintering ground to migratory waterbirds, including the species that migrate on the Central Asian 
Flyway. 

 Threatened or near-threatened species found here are, ‘Endangered’ Pallas’s fish-Eagle, ‘Vulnerable’ Common 
Pochard, and ‘Near-threatened’ Dalmatian Pelican, Grey-headed Fish-eagle and Ferruginous Duck. 

 In 2022, Sultanpur & Bhindawas (Haryana) and Thol & Wadhvana (Gujarat) was declared as a Ramsar site. 

3.65 Pichavaram Mangrove  

 It is located in Cuddalore District, Tamil Nadu.  

 It is the world’s second largest mangrove forest. 
Recently, it was added as a Ramsar site.  

3.66 Banni Grasslands 

 Banni is one of the Asia’s largest grasslands 
located in the Kutch region of Gujarat. 

 It supports numerous animal genetic resources 
like Banni buffalo, Kankrej Cattle, Sheep, Goat 
and Camel. 
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 The largest wetland in Banni is Chhari-Dhandh, a saucer shaped wetland which is recently declared as 
Conservation Reserve. 

 The land has been home to more than 20 ethnic semi-nomadic communities including the Maldharis. 

 An introduced invasive tree Prosopis julifora is quickly taking over large tracts of open grassland. 

3.67 India’s Highest Herbal Park  

 India’s highest herbal park was inaugurated at Mana, Uttarakhand.  

 The main aim of the herbal park is to conserve medicinally and culturally important alpine species, 
and to facilitate a study on the propagation of these species, as well as their ecology.  

 The park is categorised into 4 sections - Sections for “Ashtavarga” species (group of 8 Himalayan herbs), 
Saussurea species, species associated with Badrinath (Lord Vishnu), and for assorted alpine species.  

3.68 National Dolphin Research Centre (NDRC) 

 It is India’s first dolphin research centre, coming up on the premises of Patna University, near the banks of 
Ganga. 

 It is for the conservation of the endangered Gangetic river dolphin, India’s national aquatic animal.  

 It is a Schedule I animal under the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972.  

 It has been declared an endangered species by the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN). The 
Gangetic river dolphin is one of four freshwater dolphin species in the world. 

3.69 Padmaja Naidu Himalayan Zoological Park 

 It is located in the town of Darjeeling in West Bengal.  

 It is also called the Darjeeling Zoo.  

 It specializes in breeding animals adapted to alpine conditions.  

 The zoo serves as the central hub for Central Zoo Authority of India's red panda program. 

3.70 Pallikaranai Marsh Reserve Forest  

 It is a freshwater marsh in the city of Chennai, Tamil Nadu.  

 It is one of the few natural coastal aquatic habitats that qualify as a wetland in India. It is one of the last 
remaining natural wetlands.  

 It is locally known by the generic Tamil name ‘kazhuveli’ which means a flood plain or water logged area. 

 Recently, it was added as a Ramsar site.  

3.71 Gulf of Mannar Marine Biosphere Reserve 

 It is located in Tamil Nadu.  

 It is the first Marine Biosphere Reserve in South & South -East Asia. 

 It is one of the most biologically diverse regions in India. 

 Recently, it was added as a Ramsar site.  

3.72 Vembannur Wetland Complex 

 It is located in Tamil Nadu.  

 It is a human-made inland tank. 

 It forms the southernmost tip of peninsular India further it forms part of the Important Bird and Biodiversity 
Area (IBA) and hence part of BirdLife International Data Zone. 
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 Recently, it was added as a Ramsar site.  

3.73 Udhayamarthandapuram Bird Sanctuary 

 It is located in Tamil Nadu.  

 The site is an important staging and breeding ground for several species of waterbirds. 

4. ISLANDS 

4.1 Narcondam Island 

 It is an oceanic island of volcanic origin situated in the Andaman and 
Nicobar Archipelago.  

 It is a thickly vegetated island bordered by cliffs on the southern side. 

 It is part of a volcanic arc that continues northward from Sumatra to 
Myanmar. 

 Narcondam Island has been identified as an Important Bird Area by 
BirdLife International and Bombay Natural History Society.  

 It has been notified as Sanctuary under the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 
1972. 

 

4.2 Katchatheevu Island 

 Katchatheevu is an uninhabited islet in the Palk Strait 
that was formed due to volcanic eruption in the 14th 
century.  

 This 285-acre land was owned by the Raja of 
Ramanathapuram.  

 Later, it became part of the Madras Presidency during the 
British rule.  

 During the British rule, it was administered jointly by 
India and Sri Lanka. 

 In 1921, both Sri Lanka and India claimed this piece of 
land for fishing and the dispute remained unsettled. 

5. ART & CULTURE 

5.1 Ajmer Sharif Dargah 

 Ajmer Sharif Dargah is a Sufi shrine of Khwaja Moinuddin Chishti located in Rajasthan.  

 It was built by Mughal Emperor Humayun. 

 This shrine has Chishti’s grave (Maqbara) inside a white marble dome, 11 arches and Persian inscriptions.  

 There are several mosques inside the dargah complex, built by Akbar and Shah Jahan. 

5.2 Kanheri Caves 

 Kanheri, which has over 100 caves, is located within forests of Sanjay Gandhi National Park at Borivali in 
Mumbai, Maharashtra.  
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 Kanheri Caves are collection of rock cut monuments, which were created by Buddhist monks between 1st and 
9th/10th centuries AD. 

 These caves have artistic evidence of all the three vehicles of Buddhism: Hinayana, Mahayana, Vajrayana. 

 Earliest reference of Kanherl is ascribed to Fa-Hein. 

 It flourished under the patronage of Satavahana, Traikutakas, Vakatakas and Silaharas. 

5.3 Archaeological Circles 

 Archaeological Survey of India, an attached office of Ministry of Culture, established 6 new Archaeological 
Circles by bifurcation of its existing Circles as, 

1. Rajkot Circle (Gujarat) – by bifurcating Vadodara Circle 

2. Jabalpur Circle (Madhya Pradesh) – by bifurcating Bhopal Circle 

3. Trichy Circle (Tamil Nadu) – by bifurcating Chennai & Thrissur Circle 

4. Meerut Circle (Uttar Pradesh) – by bifurcating Agra Circle 

5. Jhansi Circle (Uttar Pradesh) – by bifurcating Lucknow Circle 

6. Raiganj Circle (West Bengal) – by bifurcating Kolkata Circle 

5.4 Buddhavanam Project 

 Buddhavanam is a Buddhist heritage theme park located at Nagarjunasagar, Telangana.  

 It was developed by the Telangana State Tourism Development Corporation. 

 It is the largest Buddhist tourism centre in Asia spread across 274 acres. 

 The park is divided into 8 segments. Amaravati Stupa is the main attraction of the Buddhist Theme Park. 

 The Government of Sri Lanka has donated a replica of the Avukana Buddha statue and Dhamma bell under 
Indo-Sri Lankan Cultural Exchange programme. 

5.5 Buddhist Tourism Sites 

 Buddhism originated in India and 7 of the 8 main Buddhist pilgrimage 
sites are in India, but it gets not even 1% of Buddhist pilgrims in the 
world. 

 The 7 sites are Bodh Gaya, Vaishali, & Rajgir (Bihar), Kushinagar, 
Sarnath, and Shravasti (UP), and Lumbini (Nepal). 

 These 7 sites are included in the Buddhist Circuit announced by the 
Ministry of Tourism in 2016.  

 The Buddhist Circuit is India’s first transnational tourism 
circuit (India, Nepal and Sri Lanka). 

5.6 Kushinagar 

 Kushinagar is located in Uttar Pradesh.  

 Kushinagar is identified with Kushinara, capital of the ancient Malla republic.  

 It went on to be part of the kingdoms of the Mauryas, Shungas, Kushanas, Guptas, Harshavardhana and Palas.  

 In Kushinagar, the Buddha attained Mahaparinirvana in 483 BC and was cremated at Rambhar Stupa.  

 The first excavations in Kushinagar were carried out by Alexander Cunning ham and ACL Carlleyle. 

5.7 Sannati Buddhist Site 

 Sannati or Ranamandal is the largest Buddhist site in India excavated by the ASI. 

 It is located on the bank of Bhima river near Kanaganahalli in Kalaburagi or Gulbarga district, Karnataka. 
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 It has an ‘abandoned well’ that turned out to be the Maha Stupa, which was referred to as Adholoka Maha 
Chaitya (the Great Stupa of the netherworlds) in the inscriptions. 

 The Maha Stupa is believed to have been developed in three constructional phases - Maurya, Early Satavahana 
and Later Satavahana periods stretching from 3rd Century B.C. to 3rd Century A.D. 

 Sannati and Kanaganahalli have the potential of attracting tourists from all over the world, especially from 
countries with sizable Buddhist populations like China, Thailand, Japan, Myanmar, Sri Lanka and Vietnam. 

5.8 Kanaganahalli Buddhist Site 

 It is a Buddhist site Kalaburagi district in Karnataka.  

 It is on the left bank of the Bhima river.  

 It is located 3 km from Sannati Buddhist site, where an ancient Mahastupa was built.  

5.9 Mata Kheerbhawani Temple 

 Mata Kheerbhawani temple is situated 30 km from Srinagar city.  

 It is one of the most sacred pilgrimage sites for Kashmiri Hindus.  

 The Temple is dedicated to the Goddess Mata Kheer Bhawani or Mata Ragnya Devi.  

 It has been constructed over a Sacred Spring. Within the spring is a marble Temple.  

 Legend has it that the water of the temple’s spring changes colour from white to red and black. The colour of the 
water is said to predict the impending future.  

5.10 Sant Tukaram Shila Temple 

 The Sant Tukaram Shila Mandir is located in the temple town of Dehu in Pune district, Maharashtra. 

 The Shila Mandir is a temple dedicated to a slab of stone (shila) on which Bhakti saint Tukaram had meditated 
for 13 days, when the authenticity of the Abhyangs he had written was challenged. 

 The very rock where Sant Tukaram Maharaj sat for 13 days is a place of pilgrimage for the Warkari sect.  

 The Shila is currently on the Dehu Sansthan temple premises, and that for centuries has been the starting point 
of Wari, the annual pilgrimage to Pandharpur. 

5.11 Lingaraj Temple 

 Lingaraj temple is the largest temple in Bhubaneswar (Odisha). 

 It was constructed by King Jajati Keshari in the 10th century. It was completed by King Lalatendu 
Keshari in the11th-century. 

 This temple signifies the syncretisation of Shaivism and Vaishnavism sects in Odisha. 

 Bindusagar Lake is located in the north side of the temple. 

5.12 Chennakeshava Temple 

 The 900-year-old Chennakeshava temple is located at the historic Chennakeshava temple in Belur, Karnataka. 

 This 12th-century temple was consecrated by Hoysala King Vishnuvardhana in the Vijayanagar style.  

 This temple is also known as the Vijaya Narayana Temple, as it was constructed to mark his victories in 1116 
AD against the Cholas in the Battle of Talakkad.  

 The temple was built using soft soapstone by master artisans - Dasoja and Chavana - a father and son duo 
from Balliganve (a centre of Kalyana Chalukya art.)  

 Shantaladevi, the queen of King Vishnuvardhana, is the model for the sculpture Darpana Sundari (lady with 
the mirror) in the Vavaranga.  
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5.13 Kakatiya Ramappa Temple  

 Kakatiya Kakatiya Ramappa Temple (Rudeshwara Temple) was declared as India’s 39th UNESCO World 
Heritage site (WHS).  

 It is located at the foothills of a forested area, close to the shores of the Ramappa Cheruvu reservoir in Telangana.  

 Ramappa Temple was constructed in 1213 AD during the reign of the Kakatiya Empire by Recharla Rudra, a 
general of Kakatiya king Ganapati Deva. The presiding deity here is Ramalingeswara Swamy.  

 The temple is a 13th century engineering marvel named after its architect Ramappa, who executed the work in 
the temple for 40 years.  

 A European traveller had remarked that the temple was the "brightest star in the galaxy of medieval temples of 
the Deccan".  

5.14 Mahuli Group of Temples 

 The Mahuli Group of Temples is located in Mahuli near Satara in Maharashtra. 

 It is situated at confluence of the rivers Krishna and Venna. 

 The Mahuli Group of Temples is also known as Dakshin Kashi.  

 These are famous group of 5 temples belonging to 11th and 12th CE in Hemadpanthi style of architecture.  

5.15 Konark Sun Temple  

 The Konark Sun Temple is located on the coastline in the state of Odisha.  

 It was built c. 1250 CE by King Narasimhadeva I of the Eastern Ganga dynasty.  

 The Temple is dedicated to the Hindu Sun God Surya.  

 It follows the Kalinga or Orissa style of architecture, which is a subset of the nagara style of Hindu temple 
architecture.  

 Each structure built in the Sun Temple represents the passage of time.  The 12 stone-carved wheels of the 
Temple represent the 12 months of a year.  

 Each wheel has 8 spokes.  Each spokes represent a ‘prahar’, which is a 3-hour period, adding up to 24 hours 
which is a day.  

 The Sun chariot, drawn by 7 horses, represents seven days of a week. 

 The temple was also known as Black Pagoda or Kaala Pagoda by the European sailors, as the temple was 
dark in colour and a major landmark for the sailors.  

 The Konark Sun Temple is one of the UNESCO World Heritage Site in India. 

5.16 Rudreswara Temple 

 Rudreswara Temple (also known as Kakatiya Ramappa Temple) is located at Palampet, Mulugu district, near 
Warangal in Telangana. 

 It has been inscribed on UNESCO's World Heritage list. 

 Ramappa temple is a 13th century engineering marvel constructed during the reign of the Kakatiya Empire by 
Recharla Rudra, a general of Kakatiya king Ganapati Deva. 

 The presiding deity here is Ramalingeswara Swamy. 

 Architect of the temple- Ramappa. 

5.17 Martand Sun Temple 

 It is a Sun Temple located in Jammu and Kashmir's Anantnag. It was commissioned in the 8th Century AD by 
Lalitaditya Muktapida.   

 It was dedicated to Surya or Martand, the chief solar deity in Hinduism. The temple was declared a “site of 
national importance” by the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI).  
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5.18 Bappanadu Sri Durgaparameshwari Temple 

 It was built in the Bappanadu village, Karnataka, and is situated on the banks of Shambhavi River. 

 Here, the Goddess ‘Ulladi’ is in the form of Linga and is believed to have emerged in conjunction of the rivers 
Nandini and Shambhavi at the border of Mulki. 

 The temple has been believed to be built by a Muslim merchant from Kerala called Bappa Beary with the help 
of Mulki Swantha (Jain ruler). Hence, the name of the village is called Bappanadu. 

 Along with the Hindu devotees, this 14th-century temple also has Muslim devotees who come here to seek 
blessings from the Goddess. 

5.19 Karikiyoor Rock Paintings 

 The 5000-year-old rock paintings have been discovered at Karikiyoor the Nilgiris district of Tamil Nadu. 

 The Karikiyoor rock paintings is a series of over 300 images etched on the side of the cliff-face in Kothagiri. 

5.20 Konthagai 

 Konthagai village is located in Thanjavur district, Tamil Nadu.  

 Konthagai is considered as a burial site for the Keeladi civilization, as burial urns filled with bones, weapons and 
other objects were discovered. 

5.21 Keeladi Civilization 

 It is located in Sivaganga district in Tamil Nadu.  

 It is also referred to as the Vaigai civilization, named after a nearby river Vaigai.  

 Discoveries at Keeladi suggest that the people who lived there may have travelled south from the Indus Valley 
civilization (as it declined) to start new lives.  

 The civilization was an indigenous, well developed self-sustaining urban culture with an industry and Tamil-
Brahmi script, indicating that the people of that era were highly literate.  

 Discoveries date to around 500 B.C., when an agricultural surplus allowed people to build urban centers in 
what’s known as the subcontinent’s “second urbanization.” (“First urbanization” is believed to have happened 
in the Indus Valley civilization.) 

 Previously, it was believed that the second urbanization happened along the Central Ganges Plain in northern 
India. But, new evidence suggests a similar phenomenon occurred in the south as well.  

5.22 Porunai/Thamirabarani River Civilisation 

 Thamirabarani civilisation dates back to 3,200 years (1155 BC). 

 This age was determined using carbon dating analysis of rice with soil found in a burial urn at Sivakalai, 
Thoothukudi district, Tamil Nadu. 

 Tamil Nadu Chief Minister said archaeological excavations would be carried out in other States and countries 
in search of Tamil roots. 

 Tamil Nadu Archaeology Department would conduct research at Quseir al-Qadim and Pernica Anekke (Egypt) 
as well as in Khor Rori (Oman), to establish the Tamils’ trade relations with these countries. 

 Already, potsherds bearing Tamil scripts have been found in these countries. 

 Studies would also be conducted in Southeast Asian countries, such as Indonesia, Thailand, Malaysia and 
Vietnam, where King Rajendra Chola had established supremacy. 

5.23 Mayiladumparai 

 It is a small hamlet in Tamil Nadu. It is habitation-cum-burial site.  

 It is the oldest Iron Age site currently found in India. 
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 It dated back to 4,200 years.  

5.24 Sivagalai 

 It is a village in the Tuticorin district in Tamil Nadu. 

 It was once known as ‘Small Ceylon’ by Britishers. 

 Evidence of megalithic archaeological remains were found here in 2018. 

5.25 Kodumanal 

 It is a village located in Erode district in Tamil Nadu.  

 It is located on the northern banks of Noyyal River (a tributary of the Cauvery).  

 It was a flourishing ancient trade city known as Kodumanam (as inscribed in Pathitrupathu of Sangam 
Literature). 

5.26 Adichanallur  

 It is located in Thoothukudi district in Tamil Nadu. 

 In 2004, iron-age burial sites were unearthed by ASI from here.  

5.27 Attappady 

 Attappady Block is situated in the Western Ghats in Kerala and Tamil Nadu. 

 The main water sources are the river Bhavani, Siruvani and Varagar. 

 Major chunk of minor forest produce collected in Kerala is from Attappady. 

 Main source of income of scheduled tribes living in this area is from agriculture and allied sectors and collection 
of minor forest produce.  

5.28 Amagarh Fort 

 This fort is located in Jaipur, Rajasthan.  

 It is at the centre of a conflict between the tribal Meena community and local Hindu groups.  

 The present form of the Amagarh Fort was given in the 18th century by Maharaja Sawai Jai Singh II, founder of 
Jaipur.  

 It is believed that there was some construction at the place before Jai Singh II built the fort. It is believed that 
the fort was built by a Meena Sardar from the Nadla gotra, now known as Badgoti Meenas.  

5.29 Raigad Fort 

 Earlier called Rairi, Raigad is a hill fort situated in Maharashtra.  

 The British Gazette states the fort was known to early Europeans as the Gibraltar of the East.  

 The fort was the seat of the Maratha clan Shirke in the 12th century. The fort was also ruled by the dynasties 
of Bahaminis, Nizamshahis and then the Adilshahis. 

 In 1656, Shivaji captured it from the More’s of Javli who were under the suzerainty of the Adilshahi Sultanate. 
Raigad was the name given by Chhatrapati Shivaji to the fort.  

  In 1674, Shivaji was coronated at Raigad by Gagabhatt where he took on the title of Chhatrapati. He passed 
away in Raigad in 1680.  

5.30 Narasinghapettai  

 Narasinghapettai is located in Thanjavur district, Tamil Nadu.  
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 The artisans based in Narasinganpetti village are known to make Nagaswaram through specialised processing 
skills.  

 Narasinghapettai Nagaswaram has got the prestigious Geographical Indication (GI) tag under 'musical 
instruments of class 15'. 

5.31 Varanasi 

 Varanasi or Benaras or Kashi is one of the oldest living cities in the world.  

 It is located on the left bank of the Ganges River in Uttar Pradesh.  

 It is one of the seven sacred cities of Hinduism.  

 Varanasi was the first Aryan settlement in the middle Ganges Valley.  

 Varanasi was the capital of the kingdom of Kashi during the time of the Buddha (6th century BCE).  

 The city of Varanasi has been declared as the first “Cultural and Tourism Capital” of the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation for 2022-2023.  

5.32 Parshuram Kund 

 It is a Hindu pilgrimage sites situated on the Brahmaputra plateau in Lohit River, Arunachal Pradesh. 

 It is dedicated to sage Parshuram. 

 Every Year, on Makar Sankranti, pilgrims from various part of the country visit the place for a holy dip. 

 The Parashuram Kund mela is regarded as “The Kumbh Mela of the East''. 

5.33 Anegundi 

 Anegundi is a village in the Koppal district in Karnataka.  

 It is older than Hampi, situated on the northern bank of the Tungabhadra River.   

 It was previously called Kishkindha. 

 At Anegundi, there is prehistoric settlement called Onake Kindi. 

6. OTHER PLACES 

6.1 Belur 

 Beluru is a small town in Karnataka that is situated on the banks of Yagachi River.  

 It was also known as Velapuri, Velur and Belapur in olden times.   

 Belur was the first capital city of the Hoysalas.  

 The city was so revered by the Hoysalas that it is referred to as “earthly Vaikuntha” (Vishnu’s abode) and 
“Dakshina Varanasi” (southern holy city) in later inscriptions.  

6.2 Pochampally  

 Pochampally is located in Telangana State.  

 It is often referred to as the Silk City of India for the exquisite sarees that are woven through a unique style 
called Ikat. 

 Pochampally is also known as Bhoodan Pochampally to commemorate the Bhoodan Movement that was 
launched by Acharya Vinobha Bhave from this village on April 18th, 1951.  

 Pochampally Village has been selected as one of the best Tourism Villages by the UN World Tourism 
Organisation (UNWTO).  
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6.3 Kinnaur 

 Kinnaur is a district of the state of Himachal Pradesh in northern India.  

 It is mainly marked by its cold desert, tribal population, and fragile topography, rich and diverse culture, apple 
orchards, off-season vegetables and the Satluj River.  

 Kinnaur has the largest Chilgoza pine (edible seeds) forests.  

 Jangram Valley, which is an integral part of the old Hindustan-Tibetan Route, lies on the right bank of the Satluj 
river in the Kinnaur district.  

 It has been identified as Himachal’s hydropower hub as the Satlej River has been dammed at multiple places 
along the valley.  

6.4 Kittur Karnataka 

 Kittur Karnataka is the changed name of the Mumbai-Karnataka region, which consisting of 7 districts.  

 By rechristening Mumbai-Karnataka as Kittur Karnataka, the government is trying to dissociate itself from any 
ties with the erstwhile Presidency or colonial-era nomenclature. 

 The name Kittur comes after a historical taluk in Belagavi district of north Karnataka. It was ruled by Rani 
Chennamma (1778-1829), a legend of the Lingayat community. 

6.5 Kalyana Karnataka 

 Kalyana Karnataka is the changed name of the Hyderabad-Karnataka region.  

 Kalyana Karnataka comprises of 6 north-eastern districts of the State.  

 It is one of the most backward regions of Karnataka. 

 In 2012, the Hyderabad-Karnataka region was accorded special status by the Centre by the insertion of Article 
371(J) into the Constitution (special status). 

 The name Kalyana comes from the Kingdom of Kalyana. 

 Kingdom of Kalyana was the epicentre of the 12th-century Sharana movement and the Vachana Sahitya 
preached and followed by Basavanna, a Lingayat saint in the Bhakti movement. 

6.6 Marlagalla-Allapatna Region  

 Marlagalla-Allapatna region is found along the Nagamangala Schist Belt of Karnataka. 

 The Atomic Minerals Directorate for Exploration and Research (AMD) found that there is around 1,600 tonnes 
of lithium resources in the pegmatites (igneous rocks) of this region.  

6.7 Greater Tipraland 

 Several tribal outfits in Tripura are demanding for a separate state of 
‘Greater Tipraland’ for indigenous Tripuri people in the tribal areas of the 
Tripura state.  

 ‘Greater Tipraland’ envisages a situation in which the entire Tripura Tribal 
Areas Autonomous District Council (TTADC) area will be a separate state.  

 Among the 19 notified Scheduled Tribes in Tripura, Tripuris (or Tipra or 
Tiprasas) are the largest in the state.  

 Under the ‘Greater Tipraland’ concept, a Sixth Schedule council would be 
constituted for the all-round socio-economic development of the tribals 
residing in the north-eastern states and neighbouring countries.  

6.8 Karbi Anglong 

 It is the largest district of Assam. 

 The Mikir Hill district was rechristened as "Karbi Anglong District" in 1976 with its Head quarters at Diphu.  
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 The district enjoys autonomy under the provision of Sixth Schedule of the Indian Constitution.  

 The district is a part of “Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council”. 

 Major tribal ethnic groups- Karbis, Bodos, Kukis, Dimasas, Hmars, Garos, Rengma Nagas, Tiwas, Man. 

6.9 Kongthong 

 Kongthong village is located in the East Khasi Hills district, Meghalaya. 

 The Ministry of Tourism has selected Meghalaya's Kongthong village for entry to UNWTO’s (The World Tourism 
Organisation) "Best Tourism Villages" award. 

 As people of this village use whistling as a method of conveying the messages to their fellow villagers, it is known 
as ‘whistling village’. 

6.10 Hamboting la 

 Located near Kargil in Ladakh. 

 High-power transmitters of Doordarshan and All India Radio (AIR) were launched in this iste. 

 The TV and radio transmitters are at the highest altitude (4,054 m above the mean sea level) in the country. 

6.11 Kaza 

 Kaza is located in Lahaul Spiti, Himachal Pradesh. 

 It houses the world’s highest electric vehicle charging station. 

6.12 Moradabad 

 It is located in Uttar Pradesh.  

 It is situated on the banks of the Ramganga River.  

 Moradabad is the 2nd most noise polluted city globally, according to a recent report by the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP).  

6.13 Punaura Dham 

 It is located in Bihar.  

 It is considered to be the birthplace of Hindu Goddess Sita. 

 It has been recently included under PRASHAD Scheme of the Ministry of Tourism.  It is included under the 
Ramayana circuit of Swadesh Darshan Scheme. 

6.14 Rohil  

 It is located in Sikar district, Rajasthan.  

 Huge reserves of uranium has been found here.  

6.15 Burhanpur 

 It is a city in the Indian state of Madhya Pradesh.  

 It is situated on the north bank of the Tapti River.  

 Founded in 1400 AD, the historical city of Burhanpur was once the capital of the Mughal Kingdom.  It became 
India’s first 'Har Ghar Jal' certified district.  

6.16 Raghurajpur 

 The heritage crafts village of Raghurajpur is Odisha's best known for its Pattachitra art.  
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 It is among the eight crafts village being developed by the Centre under its ‘Linking Textile with Tourism’ 
initiative.  

6.17 Chandel Science Museum 

 Located at Japhou, Chandel, Manipur. 

 Inaugurated to commemorate the 75 years of Independence as a part of the occasion of Jan-Bhagidari. 

 Established by the Autonomous Institute of Department of Biotechnology, Ministry of Science and Technology 

 Objective- To develop a scientific attitude and to inculcate general awareness among students and common 
people 

6.18 Aluminium Reserves 

 From bauxite ore, aluminium is extracted using leaching. 

 In India, bauxite mining sites are located in Orissa (the largest bauxite producer), Jharkhand, Maharashtra, 
Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, etc. 

 Aluminium industry is the 2nd most important industry after the iron and steel industry. 

 

 

************************* 

http://www.shankariasacademy.com/
http://www.iasparliament.com/

